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APOLOGY INTRODUCTORY, 



JL O account in fome degree for the va- 
rious publications upon fo popular a fubjeft, 
it becomes indifpenfibly neceflary to take 
into the fcale of confideration, the diftinfl: 
motives afhiating the different parties by 
whom thole appeals are fo frequently made 
to the pecuniary fenfations of a liberal and 
indulgent public. Experience has fuffici- 
ently fhewn, that from the magnitude, as 
well as the universality of the fubjeft, 
works of refpeftability and genius will 
always be received with avidity and 
ftamped with fuccefs ; as well from thofe 

b whofe 



vi. APOLOGY INTRODUCTORY. 

whofe refearches are fcientific, as from 
that clafs whofe difcoveries and improve- 
ments arife from the experimental pages 
that fo inceffantly prefent themfelves in 

the IMMENSE VOLUME of PRACTICAL 

inveftigation^ 



Thefe are reflexions that might not per- 
haps have been obtruded upon the readejcs 
of this traft, had they not upon every 
principle of justice, become unavoidably 

neceflary, to fliield the public from any 

» 
and every fpecies of impofition ; but more 

particularly where their judgement has 
been affailed and their pockets attacked by 
thofe unprincipled adventurers, who have 
with the moft abandoned effrontery rendered 
my name the oftenfible inftrument of de- 
ception, in the publication of a pamphlet, 
(upon the illiteracy or obfolete prefcriptions 
. of 



APOLOGY INTRODUCTORY. vii. 

of which it is not my province to decide ) 
intitled *' Taplin Improved,'' but with 
a degree of impudence hardly to be pa- 
ralleled in the long lift of literary de- 
predations, have boldly and villainoujly 
annexed a label of ^^ Taplin's Farriery'' 
to the back of each^ as one proof of the 
liberty of the prefs^ that they fo confcien- 
tioufly fecm to dclpife. 

To detect villainy and to punijh it, is 
the duty of every individual in civilized 
fociety, but in the prefent inltance perhaps 
the remedy might prove worfe than the 
difeafe ; the depredators are therefore per- 
mitted to enjoy their plunder with im- 
punity. As fome fecurity however to the 
public, againft fuch an incredible and in^ 
famoujly falfe mode of attrading attention, 
it is become an adl of grateful respect 

b 2 to 



viii. APOLOGY INTRODUCTORY. 

to hold forth the moft unequivocal af- 
furance, that I am as little known to the 
publifhers of that paltry produftion, as the 
work is entitled to the name they have fb 
fraudulently aflumed. 



Refpe£ting the publication of, and un- 
fuUicd approbation beftowed upon my for- 
mer volumes, fome few remarks become 
abfolutely neceflary for the introduftion of 
tlSis ; no on? of which can perhaps prove 
more happily applicable than 

** Frujlra labor at ^ qui omnibus placer e 
fiudet^'' 

So confpicuoufly dcpifted in the front of 
my Operative Farriery, that it feems to 
lily ( with very little claffical variation) 



ic 



Vain 



<€ 



APOLCXJY INTRODUCTORY ir. 

Fain bis attempt "xbo firives to f^-^^^c 
ye all;' 



A motto by no means ill adapted to the 
public conduft of any individual in the 
kingdom ; particularly to thole whofe pro- 
feflional efforts become dependent upon 
the capricious multitude for the honourable 
ftamp of approbation. 



Under the influence of this realbning 
it may be conceived, there are fome, to 
w^hom thofe volumes may not have con- 
veyed all that might have been introduced 
upon each lubjc£t individually; whilft on 
the contrary, others may have been infti- 
gated to believe, matters of little moment 
have been treated with too much prolixity : 
both ' promulgating their oppojite opinions 
as influenced by caprice or dif appointment. 

It 



X- APOLOGY INTRODUCTORY. 

It may alfo liave been urged, with at 
leaft the appearance of plaujlbility^ that the 
voluminous expanfion and confequcnt ex- 
pencc of the former work, had rendered 
it inacceflible to pcrfons whofe polTeflions 
were below the line of mediocrity; whereby 
its intentional utility has been contrafted, 
^nd its circulation confined to perfons of a 
certain defcription only. 



To wipe away thefe objedlions by re- 
ducing the various improvements and ufe- 
ful difcoveries of fix years fuccefsfui pradlice 
( fince the publication of '' The Stable 
Direftory," ) to fuch fcale of moderation 
as may come within the reach of every 
perfon ihterefted in its contents, is the 
defign of the prefent undertaking ; to in- 
troduce a fyftem founded upon the bafis of 
reafon, juflified by experience, and con- 
firmed 



APOLOGY INTRODUCTORY. xi- 

firmed by the plaudits of judicious ob- 
fervers, to the utter excluiion of error 
and INHUMANITY, has hitherto been, and 
will continue the anxious endeavour of 
THE Public's 

Moft grateful and obedient Servant, 

The author. 

EqneJInan Receptacle 
aud Operative Furriery y 
Edgcivare Ready 
Londoriy 

D^ember i, 1795. 



]e:QJJESTRIAN RECEPTACLE, 

SUBSCRIPTION REPOSITORY, 

MEDICAL DISPENSARY, 

And OPERATIVE FARRIERY, 

Edgeware-Road, London, 

For Horfes at Livery, Sale upon Commiflion by private 
Contrail, courfe of Phyfic for promotion of Condition, 
cure of Difeafe, Shoeing in the higheft ftile of excellence, 
and every defcription of Operative Farriery, under a Sub- 
fcription of One Guinea only for perpetual Admiffion to 
all the Advantages. Mr. Taplin continues to give his Opi- 
nion upon the Defe<5ls and Difeafes of Horfes, or to render 
AiTiftance in all Cafes of Difficulty and Danger, upon the 
following Terms: — At Home, and within a Mile of the 
Receptacle, Half-a-Gumea; from one Mile to four, a 
Guinea; four to ten, a Guinea and Half ; ten to twenty, tzo9 
Guineas; and in proportion for any diflance from the 
Metropolis. 

*4t* For his lift of Horse Medicines and Places of Sale, 

fee Conclufion. 
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COMPENDIUM 
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PRACTICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL 



FARRIERY. 



PREFATORY REMARKS. 

JL ROM whatever caufe, whether the in- 
attention and want of liberality in the 
Great, a deficiency in the profcffional emu- 
lation pf one clafs, or the general illiteracy 
of another^ it is by no means neceflary 
to decide ;-^But univerfally admitted it 
-muft be, that the origin, difcovery, and 
difcrimination of disease in the horse, 
"has by no means kept pace with the im- 
provements in every art and science for 
which the Ifland we inhabit is become 
ib emincntiv diflino;ui(hed. For this na- 

£ tional 



2 PREFATORY REMARKS. 

tional defed, in which faeh a general apa^ 
thy and ignorance feems to have prevailedy 
one good reafon, founded in juftice, canr 
only be affigned — the very trifling and in- 
adequate excitement hitherto held out, in 
pecuniary compcnfation, for whatever fer- 
vices may have been rendered in both the 
prefcriptivc and operative branches of the 
praftice ; — a predominant confiderationy 
why, (with very few, and thofe recent 
exceptions) none but the loweft orders of 
fociety, have -been induced to embark in 
an undertaking of fo much dangerous la- 
bour ^ with fo {hallow a portion of either 

CREDIT or EMOLUMENT. In fa£t it is ge- 

jicrally known, and muft be as candidly 
admitted, that there is no trade or vocation 
that has held much lefs weight in the fcale 
of fociety, than thofe called farriers, and 
SMITHS ; or whofe accuftomed receipts of 
money have been fo ill proportioned to the 
fatigue and danger to which they are eter- 
nally expofed — and this is a felf evident 
TRUTH, that muft bring itfelf home to the 

reader of refle6lion in every part of die 
kingdom* 

If 



t>REFATORy REMARKS. 3 

if we advert to collateral aid for addi- 
tional reafoning, it will proye ftrong in 
the recolledion of eveiy equeftrian ob- 
ferver, that the shoeing of horses, and 
the more dangerous offices of operativiI 
FARRIERY, have fcldom or ever been un- 
dertaken, or pradlifed, but by that order 
of men, who have never been blefled 
with the advantages of education ; by the 
help of which they might acquire a com- 
petent knowledge of the property of Me- 
dicine, the Animal CEconomy, or the 
AnatoivTical Structure of the fubje6l 
before us. The reafon of this to every 
tational inveftigatoi*, is too evidently clear 
to require a moment's elucidation ; re- 
fined fenfations and a folicitation of danger 
fo little correfpond, that one prudently 
points out the abfolute policy^ not to fay 
necejjity^ of avoiding the other. 

Under the influence of this confi* 
deration it is not only fair to conclude j 
but the trial of centuries upon centuries 
has convinced us, that none but thofe 
without property, (as well as the means 
of poffeffing it,) and without the exhi- 

B 2 lirating 
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4 PRfifATORY REMARKS. 

lirating polifli of mental improvement^ 
have ever yet fubmitted to the raoft dan*' 
gerous of all manual employments* So 
flriftly conformable to truth is this reprc- 
fentation^ that not one in twenty^ in eithca* 
town of country, has ever left behind him 
a fingle Fifty Pounds, as confolation or fup- 
port to his family. Exclufive of thefe in- 
conveniencies, fo difcouraging have been 
the profpedls to a yoting man of ftrong in- 
telieds and powerful refleftion, that he 
may have declined the idea of embarking 
in the bufmefs, Confcious that his aflbcia- 
tion muft have been inftantly deftined to 
the loweft clafles of fociety ; and that when 
he had ilrenuoufly endeavoured to refcuc 
the art from its original ignorance and bar- 
barity^ he might then be rewarded with 
the toritemptuous appellation of ** a Horfe 
Do&or^'*^ from which he could have ho 
means of extrication. 

Taklngr the{e remarks* aS the ffround- 
work of reafoning, to fupport the opinion^ 
why the j^rt and Practice of Farriery has 
remained fo long without cultivation and 
improvement, it becomes dircdly in point, 

to 



PREFATORY REMARKS. 5 

to proceed a litle farther in the fame ftrain, 
to corroborate the original fuggeftion. la 
fo doing we naturally proceed to coniider 
the ftate and condition of thofe who volun-? 
tarily place their children to fo dangerous 
and fo unprofitable an employment. It 
cannot be difputed that the p.o,or feel equal 
parental attachment with the rich, and 
would probably venture j\s far, or farther, 
to prevent their offspring from embarking 
ill a fervice of danger. In the PAupERa 
adaption of Trade, or Callings there 45 fre-» 
cjuently no oue alternative^ 

* * l^ecejjitas non hahei legenC^ 

Is the preffing fa£t ; the vulgar, but no lefs 
expreflive adage, that " half z. loaf is bet^ 
ter than no bread ^'* and " a bad trade is bet-^. 
ter than none,^''' are fo truly iu point, that 
the choice has beeu, beyond a doubts, 
made upon cotnpuljion ; and few have eveyr 
beqome Knights of the Anvil^ but from 
the ?aves of a Cottage or th? walls (?:f ^ 
Wqrli-hoxife. 

B ^ A variety 



6 PREFATORY REMARKS- 

A variety of inftances might be ad- 
duced to produce conviftion, that the 
more the mind becomes expanded by the 
rays of refinement, the lefs it is difpofed to 
encounter the fubfervience of drudgery, and 
the mortifying fenfations of partial indif^ 
ference or popular contempt ; from which 
reflection it may be fairly inferred, that 
very few, if any, who become proficients 
in the ftudy of Phyfic, Anatomy, and 
peculiar property of the different MediT 
cines, will condefcend to blend fuch knQw-» 
ledge with the operative part^ but ponfider 
it fuperior to the dignity of the leathern 
apron ^ the Fu I cam an jledge^ the a6l of 
Shoeing^ aijd the long -lift of inferior offices 
which mu ft always continue that clafs mdi, 
^ate of iubordination. 

Looking therefore with the eye of retro- 
ipeftion, to the great combination of ob- 
ftacles the profeffion has unluckily had to 
encounter, no furprize can enfue that it 
has made fo little progrefs to perfedtion. 
Although this circumftance is moft ieri- 
oufly to be regretted, yet little expe£tatioa 
of . reformation can be indulged, till thofe 

hetero- 



PREFATORY REMARKS. 7 

heterogeneous contrafts become reconciled^ 
pr the pra£lical duties refpeftively per- 
formed by the prefcriptive powers of the 
Eqjjestrian Physician on one part^ and 
an implicit obedience is exacted from the 
Operative: Farrier on the other. 

Thus much having been neceffarily in^ 
troduced upon the unfortunate inability 
of thofe whofe confidence has been equal 
to their want of Ikill and difcretion, and 
to whofe fuperintendance miferable objefts 
are fo unavoidably fubmitted io the dif- 
tre^fling moments of emergency ; admiration 
can be bu^ little excited, when refleding 
\ipon the fcene of deftruftion that fo fre- 
quently ^nfvies, and of which vai'ious in- 
ftances will be jfieceffarily introduced i^ 
th? courfe pf the work^ 

Having taken a fuperficial furvey of the 
charafteyiftic traits that fo eminently dif- 
tinguifh the Professors of Farriery in 
general, (bi:\t more particularly thofe en- 
gaged in the drudgery of Country Pra6tice) 
'% \}X i^Qi reflefts no difcredit on the parties 

]^ 4 ^herofelYCii 



8 DISEASE. 

I 

themfelves that they are fo little adequate 
to the talk of difquifition, or enabled to 
develope the origin and progress of 



DISEASE, 

With that nice and diftinguilhing eye of 
difcrimination, from which only the plea- 
ding profpeft of early relief and permanent 
cure can be derived. 

For want of this peculiar property, they 
have been too much accuftomed to meet 
the fubje6l with the eye of anticipation, 
and deciding without the flri£l and deli- 
berate examination fo truly neceffary to 
the exclufion of hypothejis and attainment 
of TRUTH, they frequently hazard a pro- 
feffional predidion of ambiguity ; moft 
contemptibly promifing the interpofition 
of Miracles, which are not within the 
extent of their medical knowledge, 
or ancient arcana to perform. Thus in- 
judicioufly deciding in hafte and pro- 
ceeding in error, they conftantly doom 
to diffolution a variety of fubjeds, that 

with 
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DISEASE. 9 

with very iimple treatment, and a clofc 
adhefion to the efforts . of nature, might 
have probably experienced not only a fpec- 
dy mitigation^f predominant iymptoms, but 
a grada^tionalV extrication frqni difeafc, 
pain, and difquietude. 

Under fuch circumftanccs of profeffional 
inability, (in fadl, under a total want 'of 
thofc leading acquifitions to a fuperiority 
of judgement,) there can be no doubt but 
too much is introduced upon many occa- 
sions, and a vaft deial of medicine errdnc- 
onfly adminiftered, to the evident dcftruc- 
tion of many valuable fubjeils ; a recent 
and jinking inftance of which will be 
applicably introduced, to corroborate the 
idea, in oppofition to thofe profeffionally 
interefted, who may be inclined to indulge 
a doubt upon the lubjeft, 

\ * ■ ■ 

f 

To /Q/«/ (Wf, "without the difpolition to 
reform^ the deficiencies-terrors — or indif- 
cretions of pfedeceflbrs, or competitors, 
may perhaps have been a praftice too much 

< 

in vife ; whether arifing from the different 
paffions with which our frames arc fo pow- 
erfully 



lo SYMPTOMS. 

erfully and plentifully impregnated, it is. 
not the employment of the prefent moment 
to enquire. Suffice it therefore to obferve,^ 
the more humane and difpaffionate deliga 
of the following pages ihall be to hold out 
if poffible, a remedy for the defeft ; by 
reducing 'to the comprehenfion of every 
intelligent reader, the means of acquiring^ 
from predominant symptoms, the difcri-» 
mination of disease, in accurately afcer- 
taining which, he can alone poflefs thQ 
power and hope of adminiftering relief. 



SYMPTOMS 

O F 

DISCLUIETUDE, PAIN, or DISEASE, 

Are fo different in their display, in pro* 
portion to the irritability of the fubjeft, 
the acutenefs of the attack, or the grada- 
tional progrefs of difeafe, that they may^ 
without the leaft deviation from the line 
of fyftematic inveftigation, be divided into 
iwo kinds ; — distinct, when any one 
iymptom becomes the abfolute diftinguifli- 

ing 



Symptoms. u 

V 

f 

ing prognoftic of a particular difeafe ; — and 
COMPLEX, where a variety of fymptoms 
fo uniformly correfpond, as to prove a 
complication of cafes ; as in fome inftances 
where one difeafe becomes for the time, 
dependent upon another. This is frequently 
the cafe with the Strangury, or Suppreffion 
of Urine J when the original caufe centers 
in a retention of indurated excrementitious 
mais, previoufly locked, up in the inteftinal 
canal, there producing, (by a preternatural 
diftention) exceffive pain and fubfequent 
inflammation, of which we fliall have bc- 
cafion to fpeak hereafter. In cafes of this 
defcription, appearances become fo truly 
complex, and fo critically alarming, that 
they require a certain degree of nice dif- 
crimination and patient attention, to 
avoid even the chance of falling into any 
of the Profeffional Errors already defcribed. 

Symptoms of prefent pain, or approach- 
ing difeafe, are included in the following 
variety, and denote in their predominance 
fuch difeafes as will in our progreffivc re?^ 
marks become the ilibjed of future ob- 
fervation. 

A Drowly 



it SYMPTOMS- 

A Drowfy Reftlefsnefs and DiTquietudc 
in th( Stable. 

A Languor and difficulty of Refpiratioa. 
in AGtion. 

A Fulnefs of the Eve-Lids, and Diftil- 
lation of Serum from the Eyes* 

A (hort irregular Cough, and Swelling 
of the Glands. 

A Refufal of Food* 

ACIamminelsin, and Fleftiy Smell froni 
the Mouth ; with or without a violent 
Heat under the Tongue. 

A Coldnefs of the Ears and Extremities. 

,'■ 

A Defective Languor in, or an excej/ivc 
S^uicknefs of the Pulse. 

A Heaving of the Flank. 

A Palpitation of the Heart. 

A Difcolouration of the Internal Parts 
furrounding the Orb of the Eye. 

A Swelling of the Sheath or Legs. 

A Straining 



SYMPTOMS* ij 

A Straining to cither Evacuation without 
JEffea. 

And the more palpable External Symp- 
toms, and extravagant Diftortions fo uni- 
verfally known in the StAcJoERi, and thofe 
acute and dangerous Diforders the Inflam- 
matory and Flatulent Chalic, paffirig 
under the general denomination of the 
GripKs, or the Fret, without judicioufly 
diftinguifhing between the Caufe of one, 
and the Dangerous EfFe6i: of the other. 

To cautioufly examine, accurately af- 
certain, and properly apply any part of 
thefe Symptoms to the original caufe 
that produced the effedl, is the duty of 
the Veterinarian Inveftigator ; upon 
the indifputdble certainty of which only, 
can be founded any rational hope and ex- 
peftation of fpecdy extrication. 

When we ferioufly refleft upon the 
advantages refulting in difcovery from 
thefe indications of Nature, labouring under 
depreffion, by which alone the leading traits 
of each particular difeafe is to be derived. 

It 



14 STATE OF BLOOD. 

* 

it affords no fmall degree of gratification 
to the Icientific enquirer, that much ad- 
ditional information may be coUefted from 



The state of the BLOOD. 



A proportion of which may at sU times 
be extraded from the neck vein, .in 
quantity adapted to the fize, ftate, and 
general appearance of the fubjeft difeafed ; 
as, a Pint— two Pints — three Pints — or 
even twa Quarts, from large and ftrong 
horfes, as well as from thofe labouring 
tinder inflammatory diforders, where the 
fulnefs of the veffels, or the emergency of 
the cafe will juftify, (in fa6l ought to re- 
gulate) the fcale of depletion. And here 
it may not prove inapplicable to obferve, 
that in all cafes where a repetition of bleed- 
ing becomes neceffary at the diftancc of 
twenty-four or thirty-fix hours, no danger 
need be apprehended from twice or thrice 
the lofs ; provided the fubjeft, during the 
intervening period, takes a fulficient quan- 
tity of nutritive aliment, from which the 

gradational 



STATE OF BLOOD. 15 

gradatlonal fupply of blood continues to 



generate. 



Haying in my former publications Suffi- 
ciently reprobated the ridiculous and con- 
temptible cuftom of *> bleeding on a dung- 
hill,'* without' refpeA either to the quatt^ 
tity or the quality of blood fo taken, (as 
divefted of every idea or intent of ratio- 
nality) it remains only to ftate demonftra- 
tive reafons, why the quantity fo taken^ 
fhould be entirely regulated by the occa- 
lion that fuggefts the propriety of the ope- 
ration ; as well as why the blood fhould be 
referved fbme hours, //// cold^ for the pur- 
pofe of ANALiZATioM', from which alone 
much lifcful information is to be obtained* 

The quantity proper to be taken, be- 
comes more immediately the objeft of con- 
fideration, becaufe, in a great variety of 
inftances, blood requires to be drawn- 
merely to afcertain its property^ as a lead- 
ing ftep to difcovering the original caufe ; 
whilft on the contrary, in the greater num- 
ber of praftical cafes, it becomes unavoid- 
ably necefTary to the immediate cure of 

dtfeafe* 



i6 STATE OF BLOOD. 

difeafd. As fcr inftancCy in emaciated fub- 
jecb, when, from an evident impoverilhed 
fiate, and coniequent languor of circola- 
tion^ diieaie is fulpeded to arife firom, or 
to have originated in an acrimonj of the 
bloody a yery linall porticKi will ioflice to 
demonflratey how far the froferfy of fiich 
blood is beloisj the ftandard, neceflary to 
the prefenration of health and parity iA 
condition. 

To render this examination the more 
comprehenfive and intelligible, as well asr 
to render it lets liable to error, let ns accu- 
rately flate what is the diftin6l and almoft 
invariable appearance of the blood drawn 
from a fiibjecl perfect in all the fecretions 
and evacuations, — ^fine in coat,— clear in 
the wind, and abfolutely free from every 
trait of cold — pain, or difquietude ; having 
in fa<3: gone through the medical prepara- 
tives, and ready to encounter the bufinefs 
of the Turf, Field, or Road. Previous 
to drawing this blood, let its component 
parts be fo far explained, that no milcon- 
ception may arife in the difquifition ; it is 
therefore to be underftood, [that the blood 

confifts 
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confifts jof Crdjamtntumj Si%e^ and Serum ^ 
exclufive of the imperceptible Spirit arid 
Salts with which it is fo powerfully im- 
pregnated ; a farther elucidation of which 
becomes no way inftrumental to our pre- 
fent inveftigation, is it can only be re- 
duced to precifion by a protefs in che- 
miftry, that even in defcription Would 
lead us from the dife£t page of indifpu- 
tablfc demonftration. 

iSuffice it therefore to have fecpUedlion^ 
that the Crass amentum* is the Coagulum 
(or Mkfs ;) the Size is the gelatinous co- 
lourlefs fubftanfce which generally, in a 
greater or lefs degree, covers the furface ; 
and the Serum is the liquid in which the 
Coagtilum 'floafs. This being the defcrip-* 
tive ftate of blood in general, a few hours 
after it is extrafted, we return to the 
infpeftion of blood we are luppofed to have 
taken away frorfi the Horfe of Perfedion 
juft defcribed \ which we fhould find to be 
nearly ^v^ eighths of Crass amentum, or 
folid, to three eighths of Serum, or liquid, 
the Craffamentum upon being feparated, 
proving of a fine flortd appearance, •WilK' 

C* hardly 
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hardly a buffincfs, or (km of fize upon tbtf 
iurface. 



• . 



fixing this defcription of the Blood, as 
thealmoft invariable criterion of perfection 
in the fiibjed, it vrill be rea£ly conceived^ 
the greater the deviation (either one way 
or the other) from this appearance, the 
more we are above^ or below the ft^te 
and circulation neceflary to the balis aod 
prefervation of health and condition. As for 
inftance, — In all difeafed fubjeds will be 
found a too great j or too/mail propoirtion of 
Crassamentum, or Serum, with its coUa* 
teral difproportioii of Size ; upon the gra;- 
datibnal vifcidity and conTequent tendency 
to inflammation in which, depends in ge- 
neral the mildnefs or fe verity of difeafe... 

Ifitroducxng thus much, to fender tb(? 
ilate and property of the Blood as cleaiiy 
comprehenfive as the nature of technical 
difquifition can po^bly admit, we pro!cee4 
in the plain and unembelliih^d . taflc . of \fL^ 
veftigation, by found reaibning andfcieRr 
tific conviftion, to hold forth an unerring 
defcription of difeafe from external appear- 

• ances; 



stticcs ; afid to demoriftrafe the progrefs of 
Mot-bidity, from luch zh^^fis of the blood, 
si§ it is the purport of thefe pages to in- 
cultate as one of the great objefts of reform; 
and to e(|abli(h it& neceility as a leading 
ftep to^ fre^ention andCtrREj in all Ciafe^ 
where the circulatidA is coiicfirncd^ 

Having ali-eady defcrib^d th* cottiponenf 
parts of the blood, under the thtee diftinft 
heads of CtafTamentum, Serum, and Size^' 
tve proceed to confider the difproportioa 
of ihc lattery arid the ftate of its vifctdity ; 
upbn the inflexible rigidity of which, ex-* 
pericnce daily teaches iis to rely, for the 
length of time the drculatlon has laboured 
Under a preternatural oppreflion, as well 
as to form fome rational idea upon the pro-^ 
babl8 duration and termination of difeafe : 
bearing it in mind dlfo, that an additional 
ftage of fe verity becomes annexed to the' 
difeafe, when aft extreme vifctdity of die 
5»r upon the furface is rendered more mor* 
bid by an inflamedi or livid appearance of 
the CraiTamentum underneath^ 

C z FroOT 
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From thefc diftinguifhing marks wc 
mean to infer, and wifti it to be clearly 
underftood, that the greater the proportion 
of Cizt to the parts already defcribed, the 
greater is the tendency to obftrufted relpi- 
ration, and confequent inflammation, ci- 
ther partial or univerfal ; and the greater 
the vifcidity of thatjize^ the more is the 
danger of difeafe increafed, or the inve- 
teracy augmented* Thefe appearances 
then laid down as a kind of invariable data, 
upon which a firm reliance may be placed 
for a proof of prefent, or approaching dif- 
ficulty or difeafe, it is direftly and gradati** 
onally fyftematic, to examine and report 
how the blood becomes poffeffed of thefe 
properties, and then to ftate their efFcQ: 
upon th? Frame and Circulation. 

To do this the more circumftantially, 
and to infiire the accuracy of profeffional. 
reprefentation beyond even the fhadow of 
doubt, let us tdce a tranfient view of the 
caufes that may arife, to pervert the ftate 
of the Blood from the purity we have a 
ihort time fince, had occafion to introduce. 

Whether 
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Whether frorti a Jong expofore to bleak 
winds and chilling rains ; ftanding inactive 
in a cold, w^t, and dreary iituation ; fud- 
den removal from- a w^rm and comfortable 
liable, to its direft contraft ; or any of 
that long lift of poffibilities from which 
iueh revulfion may occur, the efFeft upon 
the general Syftem is ftill the fame ; with 
fbch variations only, as depend entirely 
upon the conftitutional Stamina, (or ir-i 
fitability) of the fubj?6t attacked. 

From whatever caufe a coUapfion of the 
cutaneous paffages may enfue, a tranfpira- 
tion of the perfpirative matter is prevented^ 
which being compullively returned upon 
the Animal CEconomy, fooner or later 
excites fymptoms of Morbidity ^ — the 
Veffels become overloaded and preternatu-^ 
rally diftended-^the circulation is obftruft-^ 
ed-^— the blood acquires an inflammatory 
vifcidity, diifplaying itfelf in fome oiie or 
more of the following predominant traits, 
which are in a certain degree gradationally 
dependent upon each other, frequently con- 
ftituting a eompli<:aiian when neglected in 

C 3 the 
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the firft infbuicey or erroneoufly trea^^d ii| 
the lecond. -i- • 



PERCEPTIBLE EFFECTS frm 
OBSf kUCTED PERSPIRATIO'k ' 
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A ftaring rou^mefs of the coat^ wUici^ 
appears of different hues— cough-^heavi* 
jicfs of the eyes — ^fulneis of the eye-lidSf 
with or without a defluxion of ferum-— » 
tumefa6lion of the glauds-^a ibrenefs of 
the throat— a pleurify, or an inflammation 
^f the lungs — ^witji many latent concomi-t 
tants equally dangerous in progrefs, ^^ 

lancertain in their termination. 

. . . - . I . 

In any, pr all the aljove fymptoms the ipLn 
dications of cure ar^ invariably the iame ; 
and as tl^9 great and principal obje^ o^ 
the prefent publication is to rediicc, in 
all cafes, the means of. relief to as con* 
c:ife ^nd compreheniive a ftate a? exiiling 
circumftances will adn^it, it becomes pre- 
vioufly neceflary to have it underftood, 
upon the prefent, as well as every future 
occafion, that if twenty volumes were 

written 



tvritten Upon the filbjeft, vamtioris ' firotri 
literary defcription would fo frequently oc- 
cur, that fome correfponding affiftance 
ijiufi be, expelled from the Medical Supers 
intendent, or the judicious interpofition of 
the parties concerned ; who regulating 
their conduft by appearances, will always 
be enabled to difcover, whether diforders 
lire fobmitting to the mode of treatment 
pr^vioufly adopted, or whether they are 
atrcjttiririg a greater or more dangerous dc-* 
jgree of inveteracy, 

This accurate attention becomes th* 
ptiore neceflary, becsufe every experience^ 
obferyer muft have been convinced, ther^ 
are intetfnediate Jia^es of every difeafe, 
where thg fubjeft is more Qr lefs affefted, as 

PAD,' — VERY BAD, — - WORSE, — • WORST, -i- 

where ea9h ftage, the nearer it approaches 
to danger, calls for a bold a<>d fpirited 
exertion of judgement, in dired ^rada- 
tionai perfeverance and conformity witlv 
t|ae' ihades of difeafe. 



* ; 
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Admitting this beyond the power of 
coatroverfy, we proceed to introduqe luch. 

GENERAL and SYSTEMATIC 
MODE ^/ TREATMENT, 

As has been invariably produdive of fiic-! 
cefs ; leaving it open only to thofe (light 
deviations, that a variation in fynaptoms or 
clrcumftances may render either applicable 
or unavoidable. 

So fbon as a fubje6l is obferved to labour 
under any of the fymptoms or traits of 
difquietude before defcribed, (as prevent 
TioN, if pojjtble^ is always preferable to the 
anxiety and uncertainty of cure) inftantly 
unload the veflels, relieve the ftrifture 
upon the furface, and enliven the obfl:ru6led 
circulation by taking away blood in pro^ 
portion to the Ji%e and jiate of the fubjedl, 
(as well as the severity of attack,) 
letting it be referved 'till cold, for the 
analyjis already defined as fo peculiary ne- 
ceflary to afcertain the ftate of the blood 
and probable progrefs of difeafe. 

The 
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The bleeding ihould be immediately 
followed by gentle walking excercife if the 
weather will permit, but if that is pre- 
vented by rain above, or the ground fhould 
be too ^Vet below, {ubftantial dreffings in the 
ftable muft become the fubftitute Morning 
•♦—Noon — and Night, — with adequate leg 
nibbing, moderate cloathing regulated by 
the ieafon of the year, and fuch other ftable 
attention as invalids are fuppofed to require. 

In two hours after bleeding, that is fbon 
after the exercife or drefling is gone 
through, let a mafli of fine ground Malt 
and clean fweet Pollard each two quarts, 
be prepared with boiling water, and after 
being well incorporated be given of fuch 
warmth as not to offend or create diflikc 
by any powerful fumes which fome horfes 
have an invincible averfion to. 

In two or three hours after this mafli,, 
zX whatever time of the day -it may have 
been offered, a Pectoral Cordial Ball* 
fhould be given to invigorate the general 
iyftcm, ftimulate the digeflive powers, and 

affift 

♦ Sec lift of Medicines at the conclufion. 
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affift in propelling the blood with an ini 
creafed velocity thro* the obffhtided vcfSdk^ 
for the great purpofe of relaxing the cttfer- 
neous paffages and promoting^ infenfiblet 
peri|>if ation. To expedite which j let the 
inafh be repeated at the regular intervaltr 
of fix hours between each ; dccafionaT 
fopplies of fragrant hay in very fmall quan* 
|:ities, and frequent offerings of Joft waUr 
(two Of three quarts) in its natural ftate, 
if the weather be warm and open, but with 
the chill off if the feverity of the feafon, 
or the alpfcd of difeafe ihould render it 
ftcqeffary. 

The Cordial Ball fliould be repeated 
pvery Morning, and to this mode of treat- 
ment there is hardly one cafe in an hundreA 
but what will fubmit to three or four da)n| 
perfevcrance; Should however an excep* 
tion occur and a non fubmiffion of fymp^ 
toms demonftrate an impending feverity,-^ 
repeat the bleeding on the third or faurtb 
day, and purlue the previous mode \^th 
additioxxal attention to predbiQinanl 
fymptoms. . 



In 
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In proportion to the heat under tlte 
fongiie, clamminefs of the mouthy ' and 
ilefliy fmell of the breath, judgement ist© 
|>e form^ upon the l^mptomatic heat, or 
original fever that attends, and circiim-^ 
iljiace^ yarled acqprdingly. Here it be* 
Q(me^ necefTary tp deviate a little from 
ih€i dije^- line gf Medical I^flniSion, to 
)Atroduci|; ^ falutary caution againft the 
jnifchief tljat (o frequently enfues- from 
an abuife an4 pfoilitution of Nitr£; an 
article Y^ljich has for mgny years, and-^ 
pnder t^e f€f*^clioed r^cqmiipendation of 
livery fugceflivp writer, bpen hitherto ad- 
miniftered in large quantities, as the grand 
fpecific, ( and anti-febrifuge ) in almoft 
ievery difprder ; and is likely to continue ib* 
with tlpfe ijnapprized of the difadvantages 
-^ith which fo unlimited a ufe of it has 
been attended, - Frgfn an inexperienced 
and iil-confidered motive it has formerly 
been introduced y^ largely into practice, 
and under the fandion of that popularity^ 
it ^has for half a pentury been an arcan4^ 
\srith: the infinity of Grooms 2li\A Smiths^ 
who not being poffeiTed of its peculiar pro^ 
parties, have ecjually loaded it upon all 

conftitutions 
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conftitutions and all ca&s, without power 
to analize its virtues, or penetratioii to 
difcover its cffeds. 

Admitting its utility in a certain degree, 
in certain proportions, and under judicious 
reftriftions only^ it is impoffible to fubfcribc 
to its imaginary excellence with all the 
energetic fervor of thofe whofe ultimatmm 
it is, and who either prescribe or admi- 
nifter it as the only medicine of efficacy 
for almpft every dilbrder to which the 
Horfe is fubjeft ; and who invariably con- 
tinue to extbl it, not only as an atUHudnt 
or an alterative^ but as a diuretic of fiich 
infallible efficacy, that Cracked Heels,— * 
Swelled Legs,— Greafe,— ^Defefts of the 
Eyes,— *and to call in the affiftance of thcii^ 
own phrafeology, ** every diforder arifing 
from Humours y'*- muft become fubfervient 
to its counteradion ; without confidering 
how frequently they impoverifh the blood 
below the ftandard of health, aad by dif- 
Iblving the craffamentum, occafion the 
origin of dilbrders the very reverfe of thofe 
they intended to remove. 



Tq 
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To give this reafbning greater weight 
with thofe who are replete with inclination 
to inveftigate, and whofe minds are opert 
to conviftion, it becomes du:e6Wy in point 
to obferve^ that I have feldom or ever been 
called to render ai&ftance from home in 
cafes of inveterate colds j with fymptamatic 
fever ^ byt I found upon enquiry that nitre 
had been moft unmercifully thrown in ; 
and probably -not more from the great popu-^ 
larity of its power ^ than the pecuniary 
eafe of attainment. " 

As tht original intent, from the embark* 
ation in this Trad, has been to elucidate 
a({ertion<i by proofs, and to fuperfede the 
idea x>i theory by an accurate reprefen* 
tation of pra6lice9 I (hall avail myfelf of 
the introduflioa of fuch Cafes of danger, 
as have oocurred, to juftify the fucccfeful 
mode of treatment adopted under the fug-* 
geftions of REASON ; in an anicious and 
earneft hopef fuch reprdfentations may not 
only be produftive of m\ich utility in the 
improvement of Farriery, but prove in 
ibme degree fatisfa<ftory to thofe who may 
do mc tJhie honor to caft an eye over the 

work, 
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work, whether for amufement, or with (W 
more flattering expeftatidn of deriving in**^ 
formation from its contents: 



CASE. 

On a Tburfday^ in March ^ ^i^^i * ^^ 
riage horfe was fent to the RECBPTACX/it^ 
by Capt. Bakery then of Bentinck-StrM ^ 
who having no hope of recovery held<mt to^ 
him by the medical fuperintendents of \m 
own neighbourhood, coniigned him^ iti 4 
ftatc of defpondcncy^ r^^y/^^, to wliat -he 
confidered his lajt borne ; and the coachmaot 
who delivered him to the iervafits in the 
yard (aid, *' it wasof no ufe tor go to 
work with bim^ -for he was very well ^ 
iiired the horfe would be deadhy Monday. ^^ 
Upon this pofitive affirmation^ it wa9 
thought necefTary to attempt a difcovery, 
whether any particular medicine had beea 
adminiftered, from which danger might be 
apprehended ? but tha only rea£>n he had 
to urge in defence of his unlimited &ga« 
city and firange predi6lion was, *^ that 
tiiie horfe- had taken uo kind of iuftenance 

Jittcc 
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Jinct Monday^ but what he had Wis 
drenchM with, and by G-d it wjis imppffiblflr 
for any horfe to live more than a W€^ 
without eating or drinking ^ 

After an aqcurate examination of predo- 
minant appearances, the fubjeft for con- 
iideratioa then was, whether the ina^^ive 
flate of the digeftive powers, (or in other 
.wardift t^e relaj^^ation of the internal coat of 
the Aomach) was the eiFed of difeafe, ort 
o^. the wonder^ profufioa of nofirums^ tb^ 
anxiety qf the Mastj&r, the illiteracy of the 
CoACHiBdAN, or the. proftffiQnal intereji ot^ 
thCi . Farkier^ had found it neceflary to. 
b^ftowu , B>it little {time became neceflkry 
ta::ai(gertaii> the fad, for the diftiud: and 
CQftjjiniStivc .efforts of three fiich ftrenuou^. 
advQCgtes. for >^the >^^^^ eradication of 
diieafe and promotion of purity, had in<^ 
ducod them to confer an almof):^ unprece* 
dented accumulation of care and attention^ 
withJ^ great a. portion of Medical ififiuence^ 
th^ the poor fiibjed: had nearly fallen^a^ 
vi^Jijn to. theyi^//j^r^^ of the Materia^ 
Mbpica. They had been rotationally at** 
tackiog aa imaginary Fever, Worms, and: 

v.^. Jaundice 
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Jaundice, with large and repeated dofes oiF 
Nitre, — ^Savin—Turmeric— Tebacco — ^and 
many other medical collaterals ; leaving 
only one matter for furprize, how nature 
had {o long fuftained, without finking, the 
fhock of this joint empiricifin* 



It muft here fiiffice to fay, that by 
of induflrious attention, much more than 
by medical interpofition, the horfe was 
perfeftly recovered and returned to hb 
work within the Month; and altho' we ihall 
again return to the mode of- treatment it 
is necefTary to purfue in the advanced flages 
of difbrders ariiing from obstkuctbd per-* 
gpiRATioN and a confequent vifcidity of 
the blood, yet it becomes previoufly, in-* 
deed unavoidably necefTary, to continue 
A&e the thread of difquifition relative to 
the efeff of Nitre, when indifcriminafely 
and injudicioufly adminiflered ; and ta lay 
down fuch demonflrative thefis, as may 
place the enquiry beyond doubti why its 
cfFefts upon the flomach evidently occafion 
i deficiency in the digeflive powers, arid 
confequent refufal of the jnoft attradirig 
nutriment ? 

This 
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^This .cireumftance alone (which feems 
to have been hitherto totally unattended to) 
renders it worthy every confideration ; riot 
a Gentleman, Farmer, Farrier, ot 
Groom, bat Ihould weigh well in his mind 
this fubjeft, before he becomes acceffary 
to its admin ift ration or ufe in any quan- 
tity whatever. For my own part, I have 
in a variety of recent cafes, with horfcs 
the property of Gentlemen (to whom it 
inight riot prove pleafant to fee their names 
in print upon this occafiou) had fuch con-* 
Vincing proofs of temporary injury from 
the improper ufe of Nitre, (the ill effe^fts 
of whicti' I have repeatedly had to counter- 
act) that 1 feel not only the neceffity, but 
coniider it aa 2lQl of grateful refgeft, ho- 
nored as I am with a certain poition of 
public confidence^ to hold forth an indif- 

• 

putable report of the faft* 

. Convinced by the moft accurate obfcrva- 
tion, of the difquieting fenfations arifing 
from a too free ufe of the article, we now 
treat on, (particularly by the lower clajfes^ 
with whom it is fo largely and invariably 
brought into ufe,.) I .haVa for more than 

D the 
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the three laft years of my conftantly en- 
creafing pfadlice, made it afi invariablef 
rule never to adminifler, or prefcribc it 
in any form, without fuch correftor as 
correfponded with the cafe, and prevented 
its acrid property from too hafty oi» fevere 
ain effeft upon the irritability of the fto-' 
mach, or too fudden a check upon the 
circulation^ 

Wiping away any idea of afribiguity, 
that may be erroneoufly conceived to attach 
itfelf to this declaration under the mafk of 
frofejjtonal fnyfiery^ (which my beft and 
moft opulent friends know I have an invin^ 
cible averfion to) I think it rieceflkry to 
addj that whenever I feel mtyfelf juftified 
in adopting its aid^^ and coafider it moft 
eligible in a liquid fornif it is not only in 
exceeding fmall quantities, but fo fheathed 
with the gelatinous grael, -OTtfocca/ionaliy) 
folution of Gum Arabic, in which it is dif- 
folved previous to^si^ncfclTppration with 
the water in whichr'it*^is^iii#aii)c, chafe len- 
tertain no fear oT.intlfrnalrdifijyietiidc ; 
on the contrary, when .^nvputfiksices ren- 
der it neceiTary to bb-; aEdbXiis^iftesed in any 

other 
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other form, it is fo carefully guarded with 
thofe excellent collaterals Camphire or 
Ginger, that the digeftive powefs, fo far 
from being impaired^ are abfolutely Jlimu-^ 
luted to a£iion by the junction; 

Thlis far is introduced to inculcate one 
general opinion of an eftabliflied proof in 

hafty^ inconfiderate, and erroneous prac- 
tice — that the refufal of food in nine horfcs 
out pf every ten, arifes more from thc^ 
ftomach's having been vitiated by an im- 
proper introdudtion of Nitre ^ and an ad- 
ditional inconfiftent accumulation of hete^ 
rogeneous medicines, than the effe6l of 
disease.. We dierefore now proceed to a 
rpnewal of that part of the fubjed difcoa- 
tiuued fome p4ges fuace^ when wlxat might 
then be coniidered a digreflion, is now 
proved, fa immediately neceflary for eluci- 
dating the Cafes uu4cr difcuflipni 

< Admittmg tker^r^^ tlie l)efore recited 
iymj^toins, art^j^ from a.collapfion of the 
porou9'iyftem^ iMft only to continue with- 
out the lad[l'ibbiai;0ioxi to the means before 
prcfcjfibed, bttt id afTume a degree of in- 

D a flexible 



36 INDICATIONS OF DANGER^ 

flexible rigidity, — the fymptomatic heat 
and fever increafing — the pulfe quick^ 
high, and irregular — ^Malt mafhes, fragrant 
hay, and fweet clean oats refufed (altho* 
no nitrous or naufeating medicine has been 
adminiftered) the blood may then be be- 
lieved in a ftate of preternatural effervef- 
cence approaching inflammation ; evidently 
tending to fix, without early counteraftion, 
upon fome particular part from which dan- 
ger may be confequently apprehended. 

Increafed and violent cough will provtf 
its progreflive effeft upon the JLungs.— 
A yellownefs around, and depreflion of thi& 
orl) of the eye^ to have taken its feat upon 
the Liver. — Swelling under the jaws, and 
tumefied tenfion off the eye-lids, will de- 
monftrate its crifis to thofc parts. — A weak- 
nefs of the Loins ^ wincing upon preflure 
there with the hand, frequent attempts and 
ftraining-s to ftale, without fuccefs, are 
ftrons; indications^that'the Wri of the Bind- 
* der^ or the Kidnies'are -tifie parts afFefted. 

To attend with circ^imfpe&ion to the 
Very minutiae of thefe tmts, is the leading 

ftep 
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ftep to profeffional reputation ; a too hafty 
decifion frequently terminates in difap-^ 
pmntment^ and not unfrequently in difgrace. 
The diftreffing anxiety, the inexprefljble 
trouble, not to add a word of the expence, 
jthat may enfue from either an inflammation 
of the KiDNiES, Liver, or Lungs, are 
reafons fiifEciently powerful to urge the 
neceffity of very early precaution ; an ulce^ 
ration in the firft — tumefaftion, tubercles 
in, or a putrid folution of the fecond — and 
a RAPID CONSUMPTION of the latter, — ^are 
amongft the efFe6ls that daily pradicc con- 
vinces us are mofi to be dreaded upon the 
Qccafion, 

X^et whichever take the lead of the be- 
fore mentioned alarming fymptoms, the 
firfl: ftep to mitigation is invariably the 
fame. Bleed in proportion to predomi- 
nant appearances, without the leaft fear 
of the patient's falling a vi6lim to debili- 
tation from lofs of blood. That the circu- 
lation may, be relieved from ^ and gradually 
divefted of its inflammatory vifcidity, and 
at the fame time gently ftimulated to 
affift nature in her efforts to expel the 

D 3 morbific 
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morbific matter to the furface by her dif- 
ferent emundlories, it will be proper to 
give (within an hour after bleeding) a 
Pectoral Cordial Ball, diflblved in a 
pint and half of weU-ftrained gelatinous 
gruel, by means of the horn ; having 
ready, previoufly diflblved in half, or three 
quarters of a pint of the fame gruel, Gum 
Arabic, and Nitre, each half an ounces 
to be given immediately after the other, 
and in the fame way : both compofitions 
being repeated every eight or Jix hours, in 
thofe cafes coming under the two firft de- 
grees or '* intermediate ftages"- of *^ bad,'^ 
— *' VERY BAD,'* — but every jive or four^ 
where from inattention or inveteracy they 
afTume the more advanced complexion of 
** WORSE,"—" WORST,'' — juftifying the ad- 
ditional exertions in proportion to the fe- 
verity of fymptoms as already defcribed* 

Refpefling the common mode of giving 
drinks with a horn^ fomething may be ad- 
vantageoufly introduced at this particular 
place, by way of pra6lical improvement. 
Having for a feries of years with concern, 
Y^itnefTed the awkward and inconvenient 

cuftom 
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cuftom of a4nxijaiilering drinks cojBpulf 
^vely, by means of a ihqrt cord formtd 
into a loop, and pafled und^r the upper 
jaw, and the head thci> fufpended by the 
JorA of sprang nearly as high as the afliflant 
could raife it by /orce of arms, it became 
abfolutely neceffary, in a general and ex- 
tenfive pradice, to adopt fome plan of more 
cafe to the patient, and more convenience 
to the OPERATOR ; particularly where the 
apparatus becomes inftrumental to the con- 
veyance pf Food as well as Phyjic^ which 
in circumftances like thofc we treat of, 
will be found frequently the cafe. 

To render the bufinefs lefs unplealant 
than in the ufual way, I have an Iron in 
ufe exaftly correfponding with the ftirrup 
of a faddle, only of larger dimenfions. ; 
the flat bar at the bottom is bedded with 
foft tow, and to the eye above the circular 
ring is fattened three or four yards of fmall 
cord, which running in a pulley fixed in 
the cieling, nearly over, (but rather be- ' 
fore) the head of the horfe, and the padded 
bottom being placed in the mouth like a 
colt's mouthing bit, the head is raifed to 

D 4 any 
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• any particular pitch in a moment, the^horn 
is infinuated, the drink difcharged, and 
the head occafionally managed with any 
degree of dexterity the operator may chiife 
to difplay, by either tightening or flacken- 
the cord with his hand ; and thus Medi-» 
CINE or Aliment m^y be given to any 
hovkjianding or layings with greater faci* 
lity than by any other means whatever. 

To a. want of invention and correfpond- 
ling affiduity, may be attributed great part 
of the obftacles that have arifen to the im- 
provement of Farriery; and to that habitual 
indolence and averfion to perfonal exertion 
among the lower claffes, (generally diveft- 
cd of emulation) do we at prefent ftand' 
indebted for the fterility of the praftice : 
^n idea that need not in this place be re-* 
peated, but as an apology for any trifling 
difcoveries it may be found applicable to 
introduce, tending to the firft and leading 
obje6l of reformation. 

Returning to the patient, whofe difeafe 
we have taken a progreffional view of to 
the ftages of danger (when rejeding what- 
ever 
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ever aliment may be offered) ; it then be- 
comes abfolutely neceffary to invigorate 
the fyftem, and {upport the frame by the 
interpofition of art. To do this by means 
that leaft agitates the frame and naufeates 
the STOMACH, is one of the leading con* 
fiderations and diftinguiftiing traits ^f pro- 
feffional confiftency. 

Previonfly convinced by the rejeflion of 
food, that the digeftive powers are weakj 
it is a direft point of propriety not to over^ 
load them ; inftead therefore of perpetually 
mortifying the animal with eternal alter- 
natives of Food or Phyfic without effeft, 
it will be highly ad vifeable, in addition to 
the mild and meUorating fyftem before 
laid down, to infinuate the very extra& of 
the moft NUTRITIVE ALIMENT, without 
overburthening nature with the fubjlance^ 
Thus : 

Have ready a gallon or two of the moft 
flibftantial and well-boiled gruel, as well, 
as an equal quantity of fine rich fweet' 
worty expreffed from malt upon v/hich 
boiling water has been poured and covered 

up. 
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up, ip the dire6l way of a mafh in bFCWr 
ing ; this being pre fled from the malt, and 
mix^d with the gruel in equal proportions, 
two or three quarts, according to the fize 
of the horfe, may be given as a fubjiitute 
ioxfood^ (with the horn, in the e^fy way 
juft d^fcribed) once in every five or fio^ 
hours ; that is in the exa£l middU of the 
intermediate fpace of time allotted for the 
Cordial Balls diflblved in gruel, fol- 
lowed by the folution of Arabic and Nitre^ 

Thus far I have confidered it both ufeful 
and neccflary, to introduce with precifion 
the mode of pradice invariably adopted in 
z)l fimilar cafes upon my o;v^n- premifes, 
where, by having the fubjeds immediately 
under my own fuperintendance, and hourly 
infpeftion, no deception whatever can be 
brought into ufe '; upon the fuccefs . of 
which, it muft afford no fmall gratificatioa 
of profeffional ambition to declare, I have 
never yet, in all my eonftantly encreafing 
concerns, had a Dead Horfe drawn out of 
my ftables, notwithft^nding the variety 
fent to the Receptacle in fuch a ftate of 

Janger^ 
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danger^ as to render their return a matter ^ 
of no great ^xpe&ation tft the owners. 

The inexpreffible advantages that have 
arifen from this mild and rational mode 
of treatment, become the more accept- 
able that its happy cfFe6ls may conftitntc 
a ftriking contr^ft to the bold^ confident^ 
injudicious y and defperate praftice of thofe, 
who ihielded by ignorance, and equally 
ftrangers to humanity as to the property 
of Medicine, deal around them death and 
devajiaiion without remorfe, a {ingle ligh 
of cortimiferation for the animal they have 
annihilated, or a fenfation of forrow for 
the lo{s of the employer, whofe property 
they have deftroyed. 

In fupport of this aflertion (which the 
jaundiced eye of envy may be luppofed to 
view with no fmall portioir of prejudice) a 
variety of inftances in my own knowledge 
might be introduced ; but as it is not the 
purpofe to wage war with the unfortunate, 
one only muft fuffice, particularly whea- 
tranfmitted through the medium of une- 
quivocal authority, it may be confidered 

one 
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one of the moft extraordinary that ever 
occurred in Vulcanian pradice. 



CASE. 

On a Wednefday in one of the laft winter 
months, I was haftily called to a valuable 
horfe, the property of a Gentleman, then 
(landing at livery, in the ftables of one oi 
the moft eminent Riding Schools in, or 
near the Metropolis. The horfe was in 
point of figure and appearance, of the firft 
%iefcription, having cdft the owner Fifty^ 
jive Guineas, a very few weeks before. 

Proceeding to examine predominant 
fymptoms, I found an almoft unprecedented 
dif colouration of the internal parts of the 
Eye, with a vifible dcprcffion or Jinking 
of the ORB, which I overheard the ftabula- 
rian gentry call the black jaundice ; a moft 
uncommon heaving of the flank, a corref- 
ponding difficulty of breathing, blended 
with a Angular kind o( fingultus^ or hick-up, 
fomething fimilar to the laft and fruitlefs 
ftraiiiings of a perfon under the operation of 

an 
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an emetic ; a frothy effufion from betweea 
the lips, and liich an excejjive heat beneath 
the tongue, that it was with difficulty the 
fingers could be continued there to make 
the examination : but what rendered the 
whole a matter of the greater myftery was, 
that the pullations were fo low and indif- 
tinft, that a fpeedy dijfolution feemed im- 
pending* 

This complication of fymptoms, (as it 
were by a kind of momentary impulfe) in- 
fluenced me to believe, they were occafion- 
cd much more by the ufe of fome improper 
medicine, than the efFeft of difeafe. — 
To obtain correct information, and to af- 
certain that /iz^ to A certainty, was a 
talk of no Imall feeming difficulty, and af- 
forded but a very diftant profpeft of fuc- 

cefs. Practical Experience with the 

/ 

Fraternity J who look upon reformers with 
at leaft ' a fufpicious, if not, a jealous eye, 
had convinced me, an attainment fo defir- 
able could only be even hoped for thro* the 
medium of thsit political duplicity^ and per- 
fevering diffimulation, fo prudently and 
pioujly inculcated by the late and great 



46 CAS E. 

LoK9 Chestekfield, as abfblutelv nectS^ 
iary to the completion of every wijh. 

Under the irrefiftible prevalence of ibts 
idea J and the forcible reflefiion of rudenefs 
and impropriety, of indeed examining th& 
patient without the prefence of the Prac- 
titioner previoufly employed, I was induced 
to enquire if there was no ppifibility of^ 
feeing the Farrier, under whofc care^ 
he had been from the origin of the attack \ 
The reply was—" That the Mafter was 
dangeroufly indifpofed, and had been coa- 
fined to his room for fome weeks, but the 
'journeyman who had attended the horfe* 
might be feen immediately." 

A few minutes produced him, and after 
thofe little attentions that pafs when Gen«» 
TLEMEN of the Faculty meet, I had ta 
obferve,— ** that I never felt myfelf ixiote 
concerned, than when called in to giyc 
an opinion upon the patients of other prac- 
titioners ; as it placed them in the awkward 
predicament of being fuppofed to have aded 
improperly, or without profeffional coa*^ 
iiftcncy, which was very frequently by 9a 

meam 
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means the cafe. — I could not entertain the 
Icaft doubt of his abilities^ or the perfedl 
propriety of his conduft, but as Mr. C — had 
done me the honor to require my Opinion 
and fuperintendance, it became an aft of 
duty in us both, for the promotion of his 
intertft and the prefervation of the horfe^ 
to avoid ambiguity on either fide, and go 
hand in hand for the general good. To dd 
this with the greater hope and expeftation 
^f fuccefs, it would be right he (hould tell 
ncie the fteps he had already taken, that we 
J3aight not go over the fame ground, to con- 
ftitute deception or encounter difappoint* 
mcnt." 

This happy introduction of affability 
(and equality) fubdued every difficulty, 
and obtained a ready acquiefcence on the 
part of DHy Coadjutor ; who, with a con- 
fcioufheis of having done every thing for 
the befi, candidly recounted the cafe,— 
** That on the Saturday morning preceding 
the horfe was obferved to be ill, and that 
he was then let blood about two quarts, — 
that at night he. had a Piftng BalL-^0\ 
Sunday two ounces of Nitre ^ morivn'^ 'ud 
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night, — a Drink in the middle of the ciay,--* 

on Monday another PiJJtng Ball ^^^—ovi TueJ- 
day morning Nitre ^ — but finding him gronv 
worfe and worfe^ he had given him of 



TARTAR EMETIC, 

Half an ounce, on Tuefday evening, and 
followed it up with a repetition (of the 
death blow) on Wednefday morning* 

Thofe only who know me heji^ — beft 
know, what were my fenfations at this re- 
cital ; and what a (hock it muft have been 
to hear the irrevocable fentence thus paft 
irpon the unoflFending fubjeft of invefti- 
gation ; and to anticipate, " with what a 
meeknefs of fpirit," he would meet that 
death it was impoflible he could avoid; 
Suppreffing as much as the circumftances 
would permit, the agitation of my mind^ 
and ill afFeding a certain degree of fercnity,' 
I repeated with mildnefs^ " half an ounce ?' 
— furely you make a miftake, you meaa 
half ^ drachm.^^ — '' No ! he was certain it 
was l^alf an ounce^ he faw^ it weighed at 

the 
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the Ch^mister's, and he gave it hlmfeif.^^ 
This decifive ftroke obhtcrated the laft ray 
ef hope, which was now " paft redemp- 
tion gone*" 

With what little civility It was poflible 
to lummon upoii the occafiori, I thanked 
him for his information, and took my leave, 
obliquely hinting to the groom, that every 
cxpedlatioh from medicine would prove de- 
ceptive, and dearth . inevitable • A letter 
of explanation followed to his Master, 
(to whom I had not then the pleafure of 
being perfonally known) ; recpmmending^ 
ihould the fubjeft furvive long enough to 
try the experiment, (which I could by no 
means exped). half an ounce of Liquid 
Laudanum to be given inftantly, and half 
that quantity to be repeated in a horn of 
Hibftantial gruel, or gelatinous fplution of 
Gum Arabic, every two hours, till death 
clofed the feene, or unexpected circum^ 
ftances might arife to juftify a different 
method of proceeding. That experimental 
effort, to alky irritability and (heath 
the .ftimulatmg property of the Tartar 
Emetic, was rendered tot^ly impra£ti- 

£ cable ; 
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cable ; for before the return of the mcf-» 
fenger, this unfortunate animal had breathed 
his laft, — 0/^^ of the very many vidlims 
who annually fall a facrifice to igriorance, 
illiteracy, and the moft unbounded con- 
fidence. 

As the art of Medicine, like the art of 
Life, fhould confift in knowing what to 
cpomd as well as what to purfue^ the intro- 
dudion of this Cafe can by no means be 
confidered inapplicable, particularly when 
recited without the lights aritt fhades of em-* 
bellifhment ; with no other motive than to 
prevent, if poffible, the inexperienced 
from plunging into fimilar fcenes of folly, 
anxiety, lofs of profeffional reputation, and 
ultimate diflrefs. 

That the origiilal ufe of this medicine 
may be in fome degree accounted for, and 
the mind of the impartial enquirer amply 
gratified, it becomes dire6Uy in point to 
explain its properties, as fome kind of plea 
for the condudl of thofe adventurous prac-* 
titioners, who, proceeding upon the fyftem 
of " the more danger the more honor/^ 

as 
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as well as in adherence to the ancient adage, - 
that ^' dangerous difeafes require defperate 
Remedies/' have brought it fo boldly and 
{o largely into ufe# 

Some few years fince, during aji au- 
tumnal difeafe amongft the horfes, which 
proved generally fatal in different parts of 
the kingdom^ and to the mitigation or cure 
of which, th^ fraternity of Farriess was 
found inadecjuate, an idea fuggefted itfelf 
to ' fbme one of the Faculty, that as Dr. 
James's Powder was an article of fo much 
acknowledged efficacy, as to amount to 
fllmoft a Febrile Specific with the Human 
Species, it Was at leafl btit a fair and candid 
qfueftion, why it fhould not bear an equal 
portion of fuccefs, /^properly adminiftered 
(that is injudicious proportions) to any part 
of the Animal Creation ? 

Paoo* could only be obtained from tria!^ 
and well authenticated report has given 
reafon to believe^ that with thofe who did 
not " o*erftep the bounds of modefty," in 
its ule, it may have been given with suc- 
cess ; at any rate thofe gentlemen who 

E a were 
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were fo fortunate as not to lofe their harfb 
by the experiment^ of courfe came grate- 
fully forward to vouch for its infallibility. 
Upon the conjifiency oi fuch hazardous pro- 
ceeding, I feel myfelf by no means difpofed 
to enlarge, perfectly content with an af- 
furance, that *' a Kill or Cure" fyftem can- 
not conftitute any part of my praftice, and 
that for reafons too numerous and too pal- 
pable to require explanation, 

Altho* the bafis of the juftly celebrated 
Powder juft mentioned is nearly afcertained 
by Chemical Analyfis, yet no imitation^ no 
Antimonial preparation whatever (amidft 
the great body of adventurers) has ever 
been found to equal its efFeds in either the 
fafety^ purity^ or certainty of its operation. 
-The very great expence of (and probable 
immenfe profit upon) the article .rendering it 
at any rate almoft unattainable to the multi- 
tude, it became the joint bufinefs of the 
penurious and the neceJpAous^ to difcover 
and adopt a fubftitutc for general ufe. 

The fubftitute thus adopted is the Emetic 
Tartar of the London Pharmacopeia, a 

medicine 
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medicine of the firfl: clafs in the hands of 
the judicious and experienced praftitioaer, 
but from the circumftances attendant 
upon the cafe l)efore recited, we may, 
Avithout being accufed of prefiimption or 
impertinence, confider its indifcriminatc 
ufe with the clafs already defcribed, not at 
all diflimilar to a two-edged /word in the 
hands of a Madman^ 

Having taken a concife view of its intror 
du6lion as a fubftitute for wfcat every can? 
did and difpaffionate Gentleman of the Fa^ 
culty will admit to be the firfl: difcovery 
?ii\^ mpft general fpecific in the world of 
Medicine, Aye ijeceffarily proceed to a cur- 
fory furvey of its properties^ for the more 
clearly ipveftigating its adive power upon 
difFerept lubje6ls; and by drawing a pjarallel, 
demonflirate how far it may be a medicine 
of'confiflrenqy and fafety \v\ one fubje£t, or 
an article of inevitable deftru6lion with 
another : the epquiry being eagerly entered 
into, to prevent if poflible, the depreda- 
tions that are likely to enfue from a conti- 
nuance in fuch an unenlightened and de-s 
flrudive mode qf praftice^ 

E 3 Adverting 
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Adverting therefore to its efFcds upon 
the human frame, we experimentally know 
the extent of its power either as an Emetic 
—a Purgative — or a Sudorific^ according 
to the ftate, conftitution, or irritability of 
the patient, who, it fometimes happens 
from a peculiarity of circumftances, be^ 
comes fubjeft to the operations in totOj tho* 
from a fingle dofe ; which dofe in general 
pra6tice feldom varies more than from one 
to two grains, unlefs fuch variation is jufti* 
^ed by cafes of defperation (as where poi» 
fon has been accidentally or defignedly 
"fwallowed) when Jive or even Jix grains, 
have been given to excite immediate and 
violent vomitings with fuccefs. 

Going however very far beyond what 
may be termed the given line of fafety by 
the Faculty, in their general and fy ftematic 
mode of pra6lice, by admitting that Jive 
grains of Emetic Tartar may be given 
(without apprehenfion o{ danger) to a man 
of fair conftitution ; let us, to ftrengthen 
our reafoning, and to enforce our argu- 
ment, (as well as to wipe away, if poffiblei 
every idea in future of fuch infamous prac- 
tice,) 
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ticc,) defcend to a repetition of the cnor* 
mous and incredible quantity. So raflily 
given by that prodigy of prudence and me- 
dical acquifition, in the cafe already de- 
icribed. For by whatever weight we con- 
fider it to have been adminiftered, we Ylill 
find each dofe of the two, to have contained 
forty-eight times the xjuantity ever given 
to a man of the moft robuft habit, without 
a fear of endangering bis fafety, altho* he 
pofleiTes the chance of the different eva- 
cuations ; whilftoh the contrary, the fiib- 
jeft of his experiment not pofTeffing the 
power of regurgitation by vomit ^ had not 
the advantage of that alternative in the 
operation. 

Having proceeded thus far to ftate the 
error in pra6lice, and the difproportions 
that prove it, we find it necefTary to takfe 
another gradational ftep in the talk of refor- 
mation, by endeavouring to afcertain the 
deftru6live effed of this medicine, (or in 
the prefent inftance, poifon) fo plentifully 
thrown into a part fo little calculated to 
receive it. * 

E 4 I will 
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J will fir ft prefume I am not going t 
(hade too far in the conjcfture, but feel my«t 
lelf fully juftified in fuppofing, that my 
very honeft, well-meaning fellow labourer 
in Veterinarian inveftigation, had no one 
dejigfij or expeftation of any particular 
operation from this effort of experimental 
^praftice and judicious difcrimination, more 
than it might make the Horfefweat^ (or in 
faft any thing elfe) and if it didfc — it might 
make him well. But as to any predominant 
iymptom, any particular difeafe he meant 
to ftibdue, I moft readily exculpate him 
from every intent of the kind, as a matter 
of too much mental magnitude ; and pro- 
ceed to what was the probable effeft of the 
article fo unluckily interpofed. 

From the remarks already made, it may 
be eafily conceived by thofe not at all 
verfed in medical difquifition, that this 
medicine, when adminiftered to the human 
frame even in proper proportions, muft 
come much fooner into adion in its various 
modes of operation, than it poflibly can in 
the iubjeft we treat of, whofe form is by 
110 means fp favourably adapted to its fin- 

gular 
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gular efFefts. For with the former, fliould 
its power rapidly form upon the nervous 
irritability of the ftomach, exciting it to 
a£tion, its force by an immediate continuity 
and fympathetic fenfation of parts, may 
•alfb produce an oppofite evacuation, and 
both from a general relaxation be followed 
by a copious and falutary perfpiration. 

It Is by no means to be confidered fo wit^ 
the horfe, for when we recoiled that he is 
prevented (by a valve in the paflage) from 
throwing off the leaft particle of offending 
matter from the ftomach by vomit ^ — when 
we advert to the conftru6lion and well- 
known length of the inteftinal canal, that 
prevents the neceffary liquefaftion of the 
excrementitious contents to produce pur- 
gation in lefs than from twelve to twenty, 
and twenty-four hours- — and the extreme 
difficulty of producing perjjfflration by Me- 
dicine, — little need be urged to abolifh a 
purfuit in pra6lice fo evidently replete 
with danger^ fo very little with a probable 
profpedt of fuccefs. 

Concluding 
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Concluding from fuch analyiis of the 
medicine and its effeds, as the abridged 
plan of this tra6l will permit us to make, 
that the Jiimulus of the unprecedented and 
incredible quantity of the medicine, had 
been fo exceffively powerful upon the irri*- 
tability of the ftomach, that spasms, (in 
other words, a preternatural andinceffant 
contraftion,) had conftituted fo great a de- 
cree o{ fermentation in its contents, that 
the fuperflux of indigefted and imperfeft 
chyle became proportionally propelled to 
the different emun^ories; thefe being over- 
charged, were rendered inadequate to the 
offices of fecretion^ inflammation of the 
liver, (as well as other partsj probably fol- 
lowed — mortification fucc ceded— rand Death 
cnfucd — but in all likelihood not without 
an abfolute rupture of the internal coat of 
the ftomach, from the violent fpafmodic 
exertions to expel its contents by regurgi- 
tation, without efFed. 

Conceiving this to have been the diredl 
procefs by which an objedl of fo much value 
was raflily deftroyed, the fuggeftion muft, 
to every rational inveftigator, appear fuffi- 

ciently 
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cicntly well founded, to anfwer any cn- 
qyirer who may be induced to alk,-*-Why 
Emetic Tartar never has, or ever ihall^ 
form an article of ufe in pradice at the 
Receptacle, while the Materia Medico 
holds forth fuch a variety x)f lefs dangerous 
Alternatives ? 



AGRIMONY IN THE BLOOD- 

Having in the earlier pages gone over 
-fuch diftinguiihing traits of difeafe, or 
difquieting fymptoms, as arife from Ob- 
structed Perspiration, and a confequent 
Vifcidity of the Blood, (upon which much 
more will be occafionally introduced) wc 
come to that nice diftindlion of Morbidity^ 
where fimilar efFefts arife from caufes di- 
redly oppofite to each other ; and where, 
altho' (to fuperficial obfervers) the cafes 
in different fubjefts appear direftly the 
fame, yet the treatment in both muft con- 
stitute a palpable contraft, to cor^plete a 
cure in cither. 
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Ir !b» b ccB be^cxs csHcnrad^ tliat dit 
ifstiefBf caf tics pnUkatkn is to brbig home 
coinrictaoci^ bjr the: cmosi uncoiuiavciiifale 
dccsoa&as^im^ aiad to frcsffBrilr^ witboot 
prafixilTy fech osmr^dtiGa to tisc Icalc of 
ercnr inteUigiKit coci j»'eiscii&n. That die 
rxecctioa snaj go h^od in band widi the 
dcclaratum, let it be teieflj underflsood, 
that an acrimani^ui and impo^-mjked fiate 
of the bloody will produce in cme iiib|ed: 
the very fame api^^carances that a ^s/'ir vif' 
cidity n^ay occafcon in another ; with only 
inch flight (hades of variation, as ib^ll bf 
accurately explained* 

The very nature of the Animal GEkro? 
nomy holds forth demonftrative proof, even 
to the leaft inquifitive obfer\'er9 that the 
frequent fupplies of healthy aliment con* 
ilantly generate the proper portions of 
Chyle, Lymph, and Blood, for all the purr 
poies of fecretion and fupport ; this being 
admitted, it diredly follows, that a want 
of fuch regular fupply in either quantity or 
quality^ robs the blood of its craflamentum, 
or fupcrior property, (in fad the very life 
and fpirit of the circulation) giving the 

lerum 
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fcnim the prcponderation, by which the 
blood becomes impoverilhed— -the circu- 
lation languid — and the frame emaciate* 

To render this idea fully comprehenfivc, 
let it be recapitulated, that as blood is gc-» 
nerated and flefh formed by the force of 
nutritious aliment, and the frame looks 
full and fine only in proportion as the veffels ' 
are diftended with its invigorating' effe6b, 
fo every part becomes proportionally con- 
tradipd and diminiihed, as it is more orient 
deprived of the means of that perfeflion ; 
hence it is inferred, that as much as tlic 
blood of one horfe becomes overcharged 
with fizeand vifcidity by afuperflux of foo/i 
and difproportion in exercife, fo another is 
equally reduced below the fiandard neceffary 
to HEALTH ^ud PURITY, by taking (in ac- 
tion and confequeut evacuations) . more 
from the frame and circulation, than is 
<:pntribut$d by aliment for the fuppoift ; oi 

both* '■■'': 



• I . 



. For the demoriftratioil .of this fa6l (q 
accurately afcertained by experience, as 
well as to fet at defiance the clalhiAg opi- 
J niotis 
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nions of determined cavillers and cynical 
difputants, who exift in perfotial confidence, 
we need only advert to that prev&lent defed 
fb palpably ftriking in moft of the public^ 
as well as very many private ftables in and 
round the Metropolis ; where we fee an 

EKLARGEMENT of the EXTftSMITIES, or io 

plainer language 

S W E L L E D L E G S^ 

With the ufual concomitants of 

CRACKSandSCRATCHE^^ 

Meet our eyes at all points, in dired con^^ 
firmation of the afTertions advanced ; and 
originating as before mentioned, in the 
different extremes of repletion in one obje^l^ 
and poverty in another. 

Dividing therefore the fubje£l-we treat 
on into the diflinft clafTes it is entitled to, 
it will be found, that the swelled legs, 
of a horfe low and emaciated, originate ii^ 
a fuperflux of ferum, ^n impbverifhed lia-» 
bit, and too great laxity of the vefiels, 

fron\ 
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frotn a want of fufficient contents to infurc 
their diftenfion, and fupport their elafticity; 
On the contrary, the horfc of an oppofite 
defcription, full in the frame, loaded with 
flefli, heavy in the eyes, and foul in the 
excrements, labours under the infirmity 
from a very different caufe, and of courfc 
lays claim to a very different treatment. 
Here the veffels are all preternaturally dif-* 
tended with a vifcid fubftantial matter, ori- 
ginating in a fizey ftate of the blood, be- 
come ftagnant by time, with a want of 
exercife, now locked up in certain chan- 
nels by the ftridure upon the furface, (of 
tightnefs of the integument) daily af- 
foming greatef rigidity by the length of itg 
duration. 

■ - - » - ■ 

Altho* it has been an almoft eftabliflied 
cuftom to treat every fpecies of fwelled legs 
direftly in the fame way, as if they had 
originated by the fame means ^ yet a mo- 
ment's refledlion, and a flight reference to 
the. foregoing remarks, evidently points out 
the abfurdity of the pradlice, and demon- 
ftrates the neceffity of a fyftem more rati- 
onally adapted to the exigencies of each 

particular 
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particular occafion* Diuretics and At-* 
TERATiVEs hayc been hitherto confidered 
the grand fpectfics in all cafes of the kindy 
and thofe not working . wonders^ thtf 
Groom's great iheet anchor, Nitre, has 
been the ne plus ultra of confummation } 
till by fuch an eternal attenuation, the blood 
has been fo. ntyuch impoveriflied, as to ren- 
der the remedy worfe than the difeaferf- 

Avoiding farther anitnadveriion upon thtf 
erroneous pradlice of the paji^ wc advert 
to the more rational and enlightened prin-' 
ciples of the present, endeavouring to in- 
culcate fuch rules as may (with pundluality 
and.perfeverance) be expected to infure a 
certainty of fuccefs ; having prcvioufly in 
recolle£tion, the excellent adage, that '' the 
inafter's eye makes the work light ^'^^ and 
the additional confolation that feeing the* 
procefs will in all probability go a great way 
towards efFedting the cure. 

. Bleeding naturally precedes every other 
confideration ; that operation cannot too 
foon take place, not. more to relieve the 
vcffels from their load and ftri^ture, than 

to 
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to afcertain the ftate of the blood ; which- 
being found fufficiently above the ftandard 
already defcribed, to demonftrate the en* 
largertients to have been produced by a 
fizey vifcidlty, proceed immediately in the 
following way ; . . ; 



% 

'Take of Xarhonaile Flowers, Rondaii 
Wdrm#i)od, Rofemary^ and Lavender 
leaves^ each a double handful ; boil in two 
gallons of water, ftirring occafionally to- 
gether, for near half an hour ; then letj 
the- legs that are fwelled be well fonierited 
with 4 large fponge, or pieces of flannel,^ 
altei-nately dipt in the deco£tion, as hot as 
It caii be ufed without injury to the hair^ 
for a quarter of an Jbour eVery night and 
morning. This par£ of the operation fhould 
be immediately followed by half an hour's, 
leg rubbTng, with foft feparated hay bands, 
and that in filch perfevering fucceffion, as not 
only to get thtmfpeeJi/y dry^ but to enliven? 
the circulation by the artificial warmth eli- 
cited by fri£tion. 

« 

After each morning's ceremony, if the 
weather permits, the fubjeft fhould have 

F from 
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from dn^ to two ot t Arte hours walkmgtel* 
drciie, according to the ftate^ ftanding, 
and inveteracy of the defe6b ; and when 
brought in (previous to dreffing the hodj) 
the leg rubbing fhould be again carefulljr 
and perfiftingly attended to* 

In the evening, after the foinentatkto, 
when the legs have undergone the lodg 
and patient fridion fo frequently; moti- 
oned, and fo ftrongly reconuneuded^ }»W 
ready flannel rollers about tivo fuU: ittdb^ 
wide and two yards long, with which let' 
the fwelled parts of each leg be handa|;c(l 
moderately, (but not feverely) thefe i4o 
remain tili taken off for the fomentatim 
of the fdllowihg morning. 



DIGRESSION. 

During fourteen years prafticc in Pmrgic 
artd SuaoEHY, aided by a friendly domefti<» 
cation with families of the firft refpe^bi-* 
bility, 'it was my ambition to fhake off the 
ttiafk of Medical Myftery^ and to coftfider 
every Patient an individual Friend of the 

firft 



/ 
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^ft. Magnitude, — • a Friend who had not 
QtAy done me the honor to entruft me with 
the management of his purse^ (in the fum 
toi'^loi my bill) but with the care of hi* 
eonftittition alfo. Under the imj>reffive in* 
iluence of this reflection, it was the grateful 
maxim of every vifit never to leave a iingl^ 
patient, till I had reconciled them to a propeir 
(pinion of their* own cafe ; and poffeffed 
ihem ji«)t only of tlie property of the me* 
difinfs intended to be introduced^ but th9 
optfafions from which they were to obtain 
reliof^^Tbe fame uniform principle pervade? 
tEB^ffi^/eni purfuits, and I feel ao fmall fliar^ 
of grailification in confeffing, I retain too 
niDcb refpeCl for that great body of didin* 
guifhed charafters, ia whofe fervice I anj 
retained ; as well as the caufe of general 
cxpedation 1 am engaged in, to hazard or 
hold forth any prefcriptlon, or peculiajr 
mode of praftice, but what I fhall always 

Cionfider tnyfelf happily bound to explain, 

'■■.-. * " 

INSTANCE. 

-; Retui*ning therefore to the pt^ocefs juft re- 
comnxieaded, let us endeavour to difcovef 

F 7r and 
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and demonftrate its intended and probable! 
cfFefts upon the frame in general, and the 
feat of difeafe in particular. Firft, It is ta 
be readily conceived^ that the ftrifturc 
upon, and diftenfion of the veflels muft be 
conliderably relieved, and the obftrufted 
circulation enlivened by the blbeding 
propofed. Secondly, That the ftagttant 
matter fo lohg locked up in the extremities, 
becomes gradationally rarefied by the heat 
of the FOMENTATION ; — that it is proporti- 
onally raifed in the veffels (or tubes) by the 
reftored elafticity afforded to the folids in 
the friftion of leg-rubbing ; and being fey 
thefe means abforbed into the cifculatiotii 
is ultimately carried off by fuch evacuanU 
as the mildnefs, or feverity of the cafe may 
render it neceflary to adopt, of which we 
now proceed to offer the moft fatisfailory 
elucidation* 



PURGATIVES AND DIURETICS, 

Are the only two that can prefent them- 
fclves to our fervice upon the occafion ; hot 
but that in the early flages of flight cafos^ x 

OlQlt 
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fliort courfe of Alteratives, with fuch 
change of aliment as may tend to ahcr the 
PROPERTY of the BLOOD, wiU, before the 
veflfels are preternaturally diftended, gene- 
rally eiFefi a fpeedy obliteration. To fecure 
this, one of the Alterative Powders 
ihQuld be given in the corn, (firft Cprinkled 
with, water to infure adhefion) every night 
and morning ; which, with ope ounce of 
Nitre given each morning in the water, 
riiay .in a fortnight be expefted to have 
canifd off fo recent an accuipuUtion, if 
byioog ftanding it has not acquired fuch 
yiieidity, and occalioned luch diftenfion of 
the Yieffels, as to lequire means of greater 
pow«r and perfeverance. 

' Should, by the joint inattention of the 
Ma?T£r, and the fhameful negledl of the 
Grooniy this have taken place, a different 
mode muft be unavoidably purfued, to avoid 
the mortification of difappointment. In 
addition to the Bleeding and Fomentation 
fo accurately defcribed, a Strong Diuretic 
Ball» if a jiout horfe, a Mild if a fmall 
one, fhould be given every morning for the 
firft three, and every other morning fpr the 

F 3 lafl 
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laft, with an Alterative Powder every 
night in the corn, till half a dozen ballrand 
a dozen powders are confumed, befbro 
which time viable amendment, if iiot a 
total removal may be expcfted ; unlefs an 
unforefeen feverity has taken place^ wiicn 
a little longer perfeverance iii the fame 
plan miifl be adopted, for. the completioa 
of cure. : •' . ^ 

, , . • • • * 

Thele are the certain and fyftematic 
modes of pradlice that nevicr fail under 
ftri£i care and unremitting^ attenticm ; add 
are properly adapted to the wants of thofc 
wha find it. unavoidably neceflary to ufe 
their horfes in gentle work during the ^Ure ; 
but in all cafes of long ftanding, difplaying 
an inflexible rigidity of the Ikin, and want 
of pliability in its contents, a courfe of 
Phyfic, with intervening Alteratives are 
immediately prefented to y pur conlideration. 

•—Thus : 

■ - • If 

Having the fecond day after Bleeding 
prepared your horfe with maihes, on the 
third give your Purging Bally eithet the 
.♦^ Mild,'* ** Strong,'' or ** Cordial Rhu- 

barb/* 
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barb/^ as may be thought moft applicable 
Yo the kind of horfe labouriD^r under the 
infirmity. The fubjed having been well 
cloathed and managed during the operation, 
let him on the firft night after the phyfic is 
completely fet, (that is when the laxation 
has totally fubfided, and the excrements 
become firm) have one of the Altekative 
Powders given in his corn, which may be 
continued every night for the fix ; • on the 
ieveath or eighth morning the Purging 
Ball will be repeated ; after which is fet, 
the powders are to be continued for fix 
iiigbts as before. 

"'•1 • »; . '. 

Tho third dofe of phyfic, and a far- 
ther repetition of the powders becoming 
abfbiutely dependent upon the neceflity 
of their ufe, and tAal necejftty to be con- 
lidered and determined upon, by either 
the Master or the Groom, whoever 
luckily poiTeffes the power of control,— 
a matter that it is much to be regretted 
in . the preient era of polite refinement, 
does not always attach itfelf to the privilege 
of the former. 

F 4 A very 



yz GREASE. 

A very advanced and long ncgkded xraft 
of this kind, degenerates to, and graiiaui* 
onally diiplays fymptoms of . , j . 



4 . . 



GREASE, 

Becoming the more inveterate and Icli 
likely to be curable, theionger it has been 
permitted to remain without a check. > ■ iitt 
all cafes of this kind or defcription,- tht 
indications of cure are prccifely the fatotf * 
as already recited, requiring only pecfei- 
vering exertions in proportion to the:ex^ 
ternal appearance and internal progrefs ^f 
difeafe ; which in almoft every cafe of 
difficulty has aflumed the complexion • <rf 
feverity from a degree of negled in Xh&Jirfi 
inftance, or an expeftation of miraclss 
in ihcfecond^ where the parties concerned 
who (not adverting to the efFeds of Me- 
dicine, or the operations of nature) grow 
impatient in their expeftations, and 'relax 

in 

• ■ ' 

^ Only varying the Purging Balls for " Strong or 
mild Mercurial" according to the fize and ftrengtK ofthe 
horfc, and foftening the par^s daily with camphcrtirtcd 
3perma9ceti Ointment. 
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la their endeavours at the very moment 
^hat power and perfeyerance (hould jointly 
accumulate to er^cjite the fquqdatiou of 



CRACKS AND SCRATCHES* 

Are fubjefts upon thp management of 
which very little need be introduced ; they 
are gepierally much more the efFedl of in- 
4olence in the Gho^m, (by leaving them 
wet and dirty in pold or ffofty weather) 
than any tendency to humours^ or difeafc 
in the horfe; As they are univerfally al- 
lowed to. be engendered by inattention^ they 
ihould be as cautioufly counter afted by a 
fti'enuous exertiojx of indefatigable induftry. 
Cleaniinefs- in the extreme is the leading 
ftep to iiiccef^, therefore waftiing cleap. 
with a fponge, foftened in a warm gela- 
tinous gruel, wiping gently dry with a 
pliable linen cloth, and laftly meliorating 
all the lacerated parts with a fuperficial 
impregnation of Camphorated Sperma-f 
poeti Ointment, feldom or ever faU to 
pfFe6l ^ fpfiedy obliteration. 

But 
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> • 

But fliould any fwclling of the Icg«, anf 
ftittid ichorous difcharge from the cradksv 
or callous appearance of the edges difplaf 
evident figns of even probable fevei^itf , it 
will be better to anticipate the poflibility cyf 
compuliion, by adopting the ufe of half a 
dozen Mil!) Diuretics, and the fame 
number of Alterative Powdmis, in the 
way already defcribed ; upon which fuch 
fcliance may be made, as with proper caf* 
and attention will not open the dogi; 
deception and difappointment; 



1 1 • . 
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Is frequently the caiife of much trouble 
and diiquietude, becoming like many other 
defeats we treat of a matter ^of mor« or 
lefs concern, according to its progrcfs and 
permanence, if not judicioufly obferved, 
and properly counterafted in its infancy^; 
before the Frog becomes, mutilated by the 
corrofivc property and acrimonious fat?idity 
of the difcharge ; which varying in different 
iubjedls, according to the grofsnefs of the 
fubjc6t, or the peculiar conformation of the 

foot. 
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foot, renders it a matter of inconvenience 
a^d-ir^xation^ in proportion to the deftruc>« 
tippfof^ part to which the mind {o naturally 
mdyeiftSf as the feat and fafety of adion* 



■ f 



In all flight and- fuperficial cafes it is s 
matter of h»t little confeqwnce, and ealily 
f^tnodied by proper fVable care and atten** 
tipn^ I i>ut whca by ncgleSb it has been faf<^ 
i^ed to corrode and perforate the frc^, it 
freqiJt^tly generates Uito aj(i habitual pex^ 
xnanence^ and aUe viatkm s£t . aU > that can ht 
expelled. This is the cafe too in a variety 
of infiances where the defedt is inveterately 
hereditary, and abfolutely tranfmitted from 
lire or dam ; in both which cafes the 
niouths of the de6p feated vdflels continue 
to get more put-rcfied by the foetid and eor^ 
rofive property of the matter difcharged, 
aad acquire a calloiity that from its remote 
fituatioii from the furface, it is impoflible to 
effeifl: by ariy external application^ widbout 
cvideat' ilfijury to the parts that furroujnd 
the >fett of djfeafe. 

iSpirituous Styptics and Vitriodic In- 
jpG$i?ioi^s have been recommended by for-^ 

mer 
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mcr writers, and are faeycmd a doubt frer 
^entlv Ixtnigkr into me, particularly- by 
tiioie tejcr JT hcJsfpricMs £tTT2nts^ wfao mriih 
to e^eduallT hide £rom their Mast^xs the 
fruits c4 their frrcsTms care and unremitting 
attentioQ. The pracHcc howe\xr is replete 
with danger, and ought to be carefdlly 
avoided ; for certain it is, to this mode of 
treatment we are indebted tor the number 
of bad eyed horles we fee in and round the 
Metropolis, which cannot create momentary 
iiirprize, when we recoiled that fertile 
ipot abounds more in Quackerr and -its 
Profeflbrs, than every other part of the 
Kingdom. 

Nature in this bufinefs may h^folicitedj 
but (he will not be driven ; rational and 
iimple methods are therefore the moft likely 
to be productive of fuccefs. Cleani,ines8 
in this particular inftance is the very .fheet 
anchor of hope ; from which confideration 

• 

arifes the indifpenfible neceffity of extra<3:- 
ing every kind of extraneous fubftance 
after work or exercife, by means of yrater 
mildly warm, and a water hrufh (in pre- 
ference to the injurious intrgcJufitipUL of the 

picker) 



1^ H R u s rf: ?7 

f)kk€r) as the infinuition and fetchtioii of 
dirt^fand^ or gravely are always to be 
dreaded as enemies that irritate and encreafo 
the caufe df difeafe. 

a 

After > the horfe is completely drefled^ 
and the frog perfeftly dry from the efFe6l 
of the waftiing, two or three tea fpoons- 
full of Tincture of Myrrh maybe poured 
upon the part, and the foot held up till a 
fufl&ciency is abforbqd into the feat of injury; 
where it is not intended to aft as a repellent, 
or to divert the difcharge to other channels, 
but to ilimulate the mouths of the veflels^ 
that by iuch irritation they may be encou* 
raged to throw off the load of off/snfive mat- 
ter with'which they have been overcharged; 
thereby cleanfing the interftices of the pu* 
trid filth that continues to corrode, con- 
flituting fuch feparation of parts as may 
tend to obliterate the old and promotp tho 
growth of new* 

Altho* this fubjeft may not in general be 
thought of fufficient magnitude to juftify 
farther animadverfion, yet it becomes in 
fomc degree neccflary to add, that where 

fuch 
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(iich cafes (as it frequently happens) ^htH 
been permitted to reach fuch advatvecA 
ftage as may bear the appearance of 4iail« 
fubmiflion— -where the cleft of apeitttr c» ill 
the centre of the frog gets woffe inftead^il' 
better-^the difcharge increafingly ofibnfive 
and the heel contradked in coniequenci^-fi^ 
affords every reafon to belitYe the juioM 
are vitiated^ and require internal couatof^ 



However it may be believ)ed 
cent or flight cafes, a' few DwRisrinc BAftis 
may have been adequate to expel^atioiliai 
their effedt ; yet in thofe of con^rrnddiitA* 
ftinacy, there can be no doubt but twbipr 
three dofes of Mild Mekcuri Aii ^ ?l^yfic 
ihould have the preference, as a fyftematfc 
prelude to fuch courfe of Alterativ»|, 
as may conftitute a falutary change iiL'#to 
property of the blood. 



■■ ■ if» -^ 



Having defcended to fuch minutise as the 
preceding heads fecmed to demand j' we 
confequently return to the proper liiani^o 
ment of Swelled Legs already defcrib^ 
when becoming the concomitants of on 

emaciated 
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tfciftacifejbed frame^ and evidently arifing 
fcoift a; laxity of the foiids and an impover- 
Ukod iftate of the blood* Thefe, as they 
M^dtfived from a very different caufe,. fo 
thigrt. require a very different mode of treat- 
sneiit ikon thoie originating ia a vifcidity 
of the blood, and confequent flagnatioa of 
ike ^ fluids, the particulars of which have 
been clearly entered into under their diftind 
heads* 

;Tht Isadtng obje6ls here are to invigorate 
thftii^ftem^ to.eniiveu the circulation, and 
reftons the folids to th^ir original elaflicity« 
3^hi£^tlus may be done, with confiflency, 
an4vafcertained to a certainty, every idea 
of ptarfirnonipus precaution muft be fup?r- 
ceded by the undifguifed hand of diftin,- 
guifliing .liberality ; a conftant and judicious 
ippply of the beft and mod nutritious ali- 
ment, will abnojl preclude the officious in- 
terpofition of Medicine. 

..-Nightly toaihes of two thirds grouad 
rngJlii: and one fine pollard, — foft water in 
jfepftU quantities three or four times a dayt 
followed up by. fimilar fupplies of nice fra* 

grant 
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grant hay, — ^good found oats morning and 
noon, — regular excrcife, (but that gentle 
and under rather than (n)er the horie'i 
ftrength,) with patient leg rubbing at cvci^ 
opportunity to affift in reftoring the veffels 
to their proper tone, with a Cordial Ball* 
every other morning for Jix^ will, beyond 
a doubt, or the fear of difappointment, foos 
promote the objed to a ftate of the mofi 

PERFECT CONDITION. 

Upon the fubjedt of Acrimony in fho 
blood, to prevent a renewal of it in 4. 
different part of the work, we may conti- 
nue to obferve, that there are other difbrder^ 
arife from its uncontrouled continuancCji as 

H I D E B O U N' D, 

SURFEIT, 

And mange, 

They are all of thfe fame family, and in a 
great degree dependent upon each other, aa 
may be readily conceived by giving the 
matter a concife elucidation. 

The 
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The Blood acquiring a certain difpro- 
portion of acrimonious ferum, by the means 
ofjhoft and had aliment, as already ex- 
plained ; We are tiot erroneous in ftating, 
thkt the longer it continues in the habit, 
\vithout cbunteraftion, the greater muft be 
its efFe<!t in vitiating the original purity of 
the blood i Its power becomes cbnfequently 
jprogreflTVe, in direA conformity with the 
** gradational fhades of difeafb, as bad — 
VEKf BAD^i— wo&SE — WORST," promulgated 
in the 6arlier pages of remarks, and may in 
the'prefent inftance be thus comprehended.' 

A horfe faidto be hidecot;nd, has an un- 
common contra6led tightnefs, and want of 
healthy pliability in the fkin, which felt 
on either fide, feems clofely adhering to, 
and almoft infeparable from the ribs ; the 
coat is alternately fmooth and flaring in 
patches, and looking at it in fomc dire6tionsf 
it appears of different hues ; the fubjeft 
bearing the appearance of unmerited po- 
verty, and bv the uflial hollownefs of the 
eyes and dejedion of fpifits, difplays evidehi 
figns of internal difquietude. 

(j Great 
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Great part of the former fyftem prudently 
appertains to this^-^B/eeJing in a moderate 
proportion is premifed as the unavoidable 
prelude to altering the property of what 
remains ; by changing the quantity j we 
gain one point towards altering the qua- 
lity. Mafhes of the nutritive and com- 
fortable kind follow of courfe ; thofe men- 
tioned in the preceding article, or in their 
ftead if inconvenient, or hard to obtain^ 
equal parts of Oats and Bran may be ufed| 
with fix ounces or half a pound of Honey in 
each : great exertions being made in regular 
dreffings, to affift the circulation and open 
the pores for the transpiration of infenfible 
perfpiration. 

The above appearance long ncgle6led, 
aflumes a different afpeft, difplaying fbme 
of thofe cutaneous eruptions, or partial 
loffes of hair, that are diftinguiflied by the 
appellation of Surfeit ; to go largely into 
the inveftigation of which, would ve^y far 
exceed the limits allotted to this fubjeft, 
in a work contracted to a fpace for univerlal 
convenience. It muft therefore fuffice to 
fay, like many other diforders, it varies in 

difFerent 
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different objeds, afting with more fcverity 
upon, the habit of fpme than of others ; 
rfie "puftules, the irritation, and little lace- 
rations increaiing with the length of time 
it has been lurking in the frame, which 
prbgreffion of Ihades giVes it to mariy the 
alppearance of different^iforders, tho' they 
arc in fa6l only more proniihent and ad- 
vanced features of the fame difeafe. 

*' However the cbrttplexion may vary^ the 
ibodi of cure is direftly the fame, it may 
be reridered complete by the leading traits 
jtift mentioned, throwing an ALTERiTivfe 
PoWbER into the corn in the morning, and 
the lifiaih at tiight for ten days or ' a fort- 
night; Wdfliing the lacerated parts, or 
puftules, evef-y day with the following 
fcoi^ioK :~Take^ 

• Oil of Tartar per dellquiira, fix buhces. 
Soft watdr, two ounces. — Mix and keep 

y ftdpped^ 

* Should the diforder have gained (6 much 
gfotlild as to hold forth a probability of 
permanence, it will be right to continue the 

G 2 ,fyftem 
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fyftcm of invigoration, till the fubje6t is 
cndugh above the line of mediocrity to bear 
EVACUANTS previous to his being put into 
work or ftrong exercife. In which cafe^ 
' it,wo or t/jree dofes of the Mild Mercurial 
phyfic if a jltght or hlood^^hoYi^j or the 
Strong Mercurial if a draft or heavy 
horfe, had better be brought into ufe, than 
encounter the chance of farther difquietude* 
And this is a matter the more worthy at- 
tention when a previous remark is recon- 
fidered *^that the longer fuch acrimonjf 
remains unchecked in the habit, the more 
fevere mull be its effeds.*' 

. In conformity with the confiftcncy of 
this idea there cannot be the leaft doubt^ 
but a cutaneous eruption, pafling under the 
appellation of Surfeit, (or in faft any 
other denomination) will, from its . in- 
creafing power in every advanced ftage, 
become doubly deftrudtive in its progrefs, 
and foon degenerate into fuch general ftatc 
of external morbidity, — excoriation or lofs 
of hair, as is confidered a rank and inveterate 
Mange, however it may be differently 
named by different praditioners, in com- 
pliment 
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pliment to the fenfations of their employ- 
ers j .fcm^ of whom perhaps, may. with dif- 
ficulty reconcile it to their own ideas of 
liberality y to have fo degrading a diforder 
appear upon the premifes. v 

, As it has been before obfei-ved, and wili 
no idoubt ftand generally admitted, that 
thefe gradational (hades of difeafe are all 
collateral branches of the fame family, fo 
it may be, reafonably inferred, that the 
Ma3^oe is, (Death excepted) the very ;i^ 
flusuiUra-^oi Poverty \ and as it feldom 
happens but to fubjefts of the moft trifling 
value^ fo it is natural to conclude, very 
little cxpence indeed is encountered, or at- 
tention beftowed upon fuch occafions. 



Ccmceiving however that much explana*- 
tqry matter, and fatisfadlory information 
may be. derived from the preceding ftages 
and their annexed mode of treatment ; it 
remains only to render fuch additional af- 
fiftance as may prove proportionally pow- 
erful to counteract the fame fpecies of dif- 
eafe when advanced to fo great a degree of 
iuveteracy. Total extirpation cannot be 

G 3 expe6led 
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^xpefted by the ufe of internals only^ whetf 
the integument has acquired a rigid callot 
fity by the acrimonious irritation. 



ji. 



To obtund the former and allay the latter^ 
are the leading fteps to early oblitcrationt 

To efea both,— Take 

» 

' .... - 

» • 

Antimony, finely powdered, twelvQ 

ounces. 
Sulphur, eight ounces, • • - 

Cream of Tartar, fouf ounces. 
Mix well together, and divide into twelvq 
papers of two ounces each ; of thefe let; 
one be given in the feeds of corn, (of 
maflies) every night and morning. 

During which courfe of alterativcSt 
let every part qf the frame, where there 
is the leaft appearance of eruption or ex^ 
coriation^ be patiently, and plentifully 
rubbed with a proper portion of the fol- 
lowing unguent every other day. — Take 

Sulphur Vivum, fix ounces. 
White Helebore Powder, four ounces. 
Black Pepper powdered fine, two ^unces^ 

Stir 
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Stir tliefe into twenty ounces of Hog's 
Lard, melted, but barely warm; and 
before it is quite cold . add Oil of Tartar, 
per deliquum, four ounces, and let it be 
kept tied oyer with a bladder for ufe. 

Thefe means are iufficient to cure this 
difeafe without the leaft collateral aid and 
arc calculated for thofe who wifh to avoid 
expence, and to extend it only in pro- 
portion to the value of the.objedt con- 
cerned ; it is therefore neceflary to obferve, 
that where the fubje<9: is of confide rable 
value, and a wifh is entertained to hazard 
the lefs probability of a relapfe^ by altering 
the property of the Blood, when the 
horfe has acquired a renewal of strength 
and VIGOUR, no good reafbn can be advanced 
againfl a courfe of gentle Mercurial phyfic, 
with the necefTary care and attention fo 
frequently mentioned. 



P U R G I N a 

The unavoidable necefHty for occafionally 
xecomaiending thi? important operation,, 

G 4 in 
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ill fuch a variety of cafes as will conftantlf 
occur, is alone fufficient to deinonftrata 
the propriety of its utility, its effect, axi4 
its DANGER being perfeclly underftood. . , : 

As there are many, who piqueing thein«? 
felves upon a cynical fuperiority, an affcfted 
cunning, or inflexible obftinacy, confidently 
tell you, ** they never pbyjic their horfirG^ 
and yet they are alwayi- ixieU ;*' fo thcyc is 
another happy colleftion, who faHing inta 
the fame opinion, are (to conftituto tfao 
contraft ) equally unfortunate^ by a fiict 
ceffion of /// luck^ in hardly ever having' a 
Ibund or healthy horfe in poffeffion ; wh^ 
we well know the permanent advantages 
derived from the praftice, by thofe who^ 
eleanfc their horfes at proper feafons with 
care and confiftency, infuring to themfelvea 
the confolation, in return for a little ex- 
tra expence and trouble, of ftables in a 
ftate of unfullied perfcftion. 

Altho* fcientific inveftigation and tedious 
difquifition was originally intended to take 
as little room as circumilances would ad< 
mit, yet it is impoffiblc to pf fs oyer this 

very 
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voiry material article, without affording it 
every experimental remark, every praftical 
oceiirrencfe, and- every medical minutiae 
that can at all tend to fuch general eluci* 
dation, as may render it more univerfally * 
acceptable. 



• r 



To reconcile jarring opinions, to cn^^ 
counter oppofite principles, and to edabliih 
kicontrovertible proofs of its falutary effe6is 
f either < a^ a preventative or cure,) may 
perhaps* make the fubjeft feem long and 
uniiiterefting to thofe, who already in pof- 
ie/Soti' of REA-soN ami trutHj ftand not ia 
need of conviction ; but when it is takea 
kitp the/ fcale of coniideration, how very 
fmall a portion of the multitude fuch en- 
lightened lift contains, no farther apology 
need be offered for going an explanatoty 
length into the magnitude of the fubjeft. 

The (uperficial comprehenfion of purging 
in general, goes no farther than a mere re- 
petitional difcharge from the inteftinal 
accumulation, without adverting to all the 
ijonfcquences of its latent effefts upon the 
iyftem at large ; or a relative cojifideration 
. to 
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to its more remote influence upon thofe 
parts that are but little fuppofed to be at all 
afFedled by the operation. To bring this 
loofe idea a few degrees nearer to every 
compreheniion, is the entire bufinefs of this 
inveftigation, which may with very little 
application be xmiverfally ynderftood*. 

• 

Without a pra£lical knowledge of the 
anatomical ftrufture it may be readily con* 
ceived, that the internal coat of the fto* 
mach is fo plentifully fupplied with nervous 
ramifications, that it becomes a joint and 
ferious feat of irritability, evidently de* 
pendent in aftion upon whatever may be 
taken or forced into its vacuum, either aft 

FOOD or PHYSIC, 

Exclufive therefore of the a6ling ftimulus 
6f Cathartic Medicines upon the extreme 
fenfibility of the nervous fyflem, thus dif- 
perfed by collateral branches through every 
part of the frame, they aft alfo by irri^- 
taiion upon the mouths of the lymphatics, 
exciting a proportional regurgitation of 
their contents into the inteflinal canal, fq 
long as thQ flimulative property of the me- ' 

dicine 
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([icihe imay have power to aft ; during 
wiiichy fuch abforption of lymph and regur^ 
gkation^iof chyle intermixes with and i& 
carried off by the excrementitious diicharges. 

• 
. Were the obftinate, or incredulous, at 

all diipofed to argue the propriety of, or 

indeed the necessity for occafionally 

purging horifcs, either for the preser- 

yATION of HEALTH, PREVENTION of 
EttSEASB, . or PROMOTION of CONDITION, 

fuch fa£te Avail be ftated to prove its utility 
a^ mui): inevitably fet the moft fubtile 
fliiputant at defiance. To critical ob- 
fervers it may have often happened, (in thq 
accumulating occurences at the Recep-^ 
TACLE it conftantly does,) that a horlc 
fhall during the operation of his phyfic, 
continue to be loofe in his excrements for 
^ve or^AT hours, that the evacuation ihall 
iifen have refumed its original firmne{s, 
the hprfe ihall dung twice ^ ox thrice as folid 
as in his ufual habit, (when no medicine 
whatever had been adminiftered ) that the 
laxation fhould then return and the phyfic 
fontiftue to operate 'till its termination, 

a} 
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as tho* no obftnidion or variation had 
taken place during its entire c^ration. 

Had this been onlv -a finsrle inftance in 
pradice, it might not have been thought 
entitled to attention ; but it is a cir- 
cumftance that (b frequently occurs, it 
leaves no room for conje6hire,- on the 
contrary amply demonftrates a fact, — 
That balls of Bidurated excrement form 
in the inteftines, where ( being permitted 
to remain too long without (caution ) they 
bv their cruftaceous concretion conftitutc 
a ma(s, diflending the inteftine beyond its 
clafticity, when inflammatory cholic, and 
mortification prelently enlues ; affording a 
powerful reafon why {o many of thoife 
very horfes ( draft in particular ) are car- 
ried off in the moft excruciating ^agonies, 
who are well known never to have had a 
dofe of phyfic, tho* for years they may 
have been fublifted upon the coarfeft and 
moft unwholefbme food that could poffibty 
be obtained. 

That this rcprefentation may however 
be extended beyond the idea of theory, or 

the 
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the accufetioti of profeffional hypothefisi 
the reafoning muft be fupported by the 
introduftion of indifpu table authority* 



CAS E.. 

Some time fince a valuable coach horfe^ 
the property of the Rev. Mr. D — — — * 
near Wooburn in Bedfordfliire, was ob- 
ierved to lay extended in the pafturc 
( where he was turned out for fome hours 
every day ) in a ftate of feeming infen- 
fibility f upon being roufed no indications 
or predominant fymptoms of pain ap- 
peared^ but when left he almoft immedi- 
ately refumed his former fituation. After 
patiently waiting for fome hours andjpcr- 
ceiving no difpofition to adion, he was got 
up and ^removed to the ftable, where he 
fbon became attacked with excruciating 
pains, which afforded intervals of eafe and 
airuine4-a periodical appearance. 

IJe declined food almoft entirely for the 
firft few days, drank but little, was obferved 
to void no excrement, and to' ftale but in 

very 
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very fmall quantities. The pains fr"(if2. 
quently returning with increafed feverkyj 
raking^ — glyftering and the whole iy^^M 
of village praftice was brought into ufe 
and perfevered in 'till the rectum was an 
entire vacuum. The fubjedt feemed re- 
lieved from violent pain, but totally r6- 
fufed both food and water. Nature WaS 
now fupported by the efforts of art, ii^ 
drinks of broth, gruel, ale, &c. that -a 
neighbouring fuperintendent from his 
Grace of B's. had judicioufly adopted M 
moft applicable to prefent appearances, '^^'i 

* In this ftatc of the cafe, when the Hof^ 
had evacAiated no excrement for ^ thrt^ 
weeks and five days^ a letter arrived- frcfrh^ 
Mr. JD. requefting my advice and Medte^t 
interpofition upon the occafion ; when a 
parcel was difpatched by one of the f(^n^ 
fiages\ *^ Carriage Paid," with a hope they^ 
would come to hand the fooner^ without atf 
obftacle, and afford fome mitigation, Thiigf 
it unfortunately proved could not have 
happened had they been delivered; the 
fadt is they 'were totally loft, ind the ftb-- 
je6l dying a few days after, the body ^di' 

opened, 
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opened, when the inteftines were found 
violently diftended, and that part neareft 
the reftum plugged up with a ball, that 
ivhen taken out weighed two pounds three 
ounces ; the inteftines were overloaded 
with more than a large barrow full of ex- 
crement, totally prevented from paffing 
into the rectum by the obftruftion the 
ball had occafioned. The Ball was in- 
cruftated with a fubftance like ftone, and 
appeared within when feparated like hard 
^ry dung; which was mahifeftly the 
bafis of concrietion, and ultimate caufe of 
his death. This might undoubtedly have 
been prevented by a little more attention 
to occafional evacuation ; as evidently ne- 
ceffary in the animal world as in the hu- 
man Ipecies. ^ . r 
_ ■ * 
Havii^ introduced one onlyoi the many 
forcible arguments that might be adducent 
to demonftrate the abfolute neceffity for 
PuROiNG (if health and condition are ob- 
jcfts of importance ) ; the next confider-* 
ation is to adapt the ftrepgth of your Me* 
aiciue to the {ize, Aate, fleih, age, pro- 
miled jperfedtion, or prefent foulnefs of the 

horfe* 
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horfe. For inftance^ to a flight or de« 
licate blood horfe the " *Mild Purging 
Ball " will be fufficient; to a ftout roadftct 
or carriage horfe the ^^ Strong'* may be 
given ; to a horfe flightly aftefted with 
foulnefs, fuUnefs of the legs, heavinefs in 
the eyes, cracked heels, or threatening 
Greafe, either the *' Mild or Strong Met-' 
cutial Purging Batlls " may be given, 
making your choice by- the iize and 
ftrength of your horfe, as jtift dcfcribed/ 
in the ufe of the Mild or Strbng Purging} 
where they are brought in only as eva-J 
cuANTs to prevent difeafe, and not as in 
the cafe of Mercurials, with a curative in- 
tention. *' Cordial .Rhubarb Putging" ii 
proper for horfes of ftrength and iize, but 
at the fame time of a delicare conftitution J 
and the *' Purging Balls for Worms,** it 
will be found impoffible to take into ufe 
without the defired cffefti 

Admitting the neceffity .of occafiointf 
evacuations to be promoted by the meaiif 
already defcribed, it becomes dire^ly 
im point to ftate the danger to which tint 

animal 

* See Conclufion* 
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ai^xnal ii expofed by a want of proper 
g^re and atten/tion during the operatioa; 
Tfl.ia:. .palpable want of this, as well as ta 
thp innate indolence, invincible obflinacy^ 
©Dinaliciou3.negle£k of thofe worthy^ iudui^. 
trious fervailts and J'Aithful jmPENDENTsy 
to, whom the fuperintendence of fuch valu* 
able^bje^s is i^ con^ftantly and unavoidably 
intitufted ;. in corroboration of, and thd 
mo^e to enforce the abfolute and indif-*: 
peafibie neceffity for a ftri^l obfervancc of 
the. rules I ihall hereafter lay down under- 
this, head, (and which in twenty yearsr 
p£a£lice I »have never known- produ6live of 
iU«) I. muft claim permiflion to introduce 
two (of many) cafes that have recently 
oc$irrre4 in pra6lice, as warnings to grooms^ 
^Lud^ferfikints in general^ to avoid that rock 
of. inattention and carelcffnefs, by which fo 
many valuable horfes in Phyjic have beea 
difpatched to the hounds. 



C A & £. 

-3Qfmc time fmee I was called to give 
an;^piiiion in the neighbourhood of High- 

H GATR, 
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GATE, Upon the ftate of a horfe then h* 
boring under excruciating intejiinal fpufmsf 
the laft efFefts of a Purging Ball, (admitii- 
ftercd three days before) prepared at a 
Druggift's in the City, and from a written 
prefcription fent to the (hop. 

In the courfe of a very accurate invefti-^ 
gation, (if the information given by the 
Servants in queftion was authentic, and 
might be relied on, which by the bye, is ia 
all cafes of the kind exceedingly doubtful^) 
the phyfic had operated far beyond the line 
of confiftency ; and cxclufive of the confc- 
quently increafed ftimulus that excited in- 
efFedlual ftraihings, (when the inteftinal 
canal was effedually cleared) had beyond a 
doubt wiped away the very mucus that wa* 

fo evidently intended as a guard to the /«- 
ternal coat of the intestines. 

In fuch ftate it would be difficult to de- 
cide, whether the imprudence of fervants, 
(by an adminiftration of the frigid element 
from the pump, or the admiffion of a cur^ 
rent of EXTEKTSi Ah AIR in the then relaxmi 
ftate of the whole lyftem, might not 

fuddenly 
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ftid^enly coUapfe all the cutaneous paflages, 
and throw the perfpirativc matter (thus 
obftrufted,) mftantancoufly upon the Vi- 
tals, £6 as to cx)nftitute thofe si^ASMS, that 
in oppdfition to every effort of art, (ia 
Cordials blended with Anodynes^ and fub- 
flantial Gelatinous Glyfters, having an 
adequate portion of Laudanum) ended in a 
Mortification, and carried off the fubje£fe 
in lefs than four and twenty hours after the 
attacks 
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In three days after fo diflreffing a fcene< 
I was called at five in the morning to a 
limilar cafe, in the flabla of a gentleman: 
of fortune, at the faihionable extremity of 
the Town. Here I had to encounter a 
System of Purging, a fpecimen of extra 
care and attention^ that '* beggafs all def- 
cription j" it *' harrows up the foul of hu- 
ttianity," and leaves the fertile mind to 
lament the infenlibility of one clafsj the 
.|)cnury (or inability) of a fecond^ and 

U ^ the 
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the wretchedly Aameful inattention, want 
of care, and palpable cruelty of a third. 
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Here I found two valuable horfes (one 
an extreme favourite of the owner) wider 
the full operation of Physic, in the fill* 
lowing way. Firft, a pair of carriage 
horfes in a large lofty ft able with the doors 
wide open at the cold and chilling hour 
beforementioned ; next flood expofed to 
all the chances offpeedy diflblution, one of 
the fubjefts in queftion, with very little 
cloaths, and le/s litter, (for he ftood lite- 
rally upon the bare ftones,) his covering 
** the remnant of an old ftriped hanging," 
with part of a fack '* thereunto apptsr- 
taining,'* as fuperlative fpecimens of opu- 
lent wretcbednefs. 

> 

In the next ftall lay the objefl: of danger 
and accumulated dtfirefs^ with the head 
beyond the hinder extremity of the ftall, 
and in her convulfions. (which were almoft 
unceafing) her fore feet beating againft the 
hind legs of the objeft laft defcribed. From: 
what motive is not known, (unlefs from the 
whifti and caprice of the Coachman, 

Groom, 
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Groom, call him which you pleafe, or 
neither) this unfortunate favourite mare of 
his mailer's had her ball of a different kind 
from the formert which proved to be one 
of my OWN Preparation, Seal, and Sig- 
nature, purchafed at Kearsley's, in Fleet* 
Street ; on the other hand the ball for thb 
Hiare in queflion was prepared from a 
prefcription taken to a (hop of wo fmall afp- 
pearance, not an hundred miles from either 
Great-Quecn-Street, or St. Martin's-Lane. 

Whether (as the prefcription was taken 
from a book, and contained one drachm of 
Calomel) any miftake had happened by 
the introduftion of Corrofive Sublimate^ 
inftead of Calomel, where the ball wa$ 
prepared ; or that the efFe£t had been pro- 
duced by the (hameful negleft and inat- 
tention refpefting cold water ^ or the expo- 
fure to damp and chilling air, it will never 
(from the felf-fuificiency of the parties and 
their invincible averfion to reform) be 
poffible to afcertain. Suffice it to fay, 
that from the length and increafing ftrength 
of the convuhive paroxyfms (during which 
in a feemingly flight exertion, fhe fraftured 

H 3 the 
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the Helper's arm), it was thought prudent 
to put an end to her mifery, there not ap-? 
pearing the rhoft diftant hope of her 
recovery. Thefe lodes, fivere as they arc 
to individuals J open a flattering field of in-f 
fornisltion to the world at JargCy who are 
eventually interefted in whatever may^. be 
communicated from indifputable authority 
fof the general good, 

A great variety of fimilar cafes are pet* 
feftly within recoUedion, but the infertion 
of thefe only are fufficjent to demonftrate 
the danger of fubmitting fq ferious an 
operation to the effeSl of chance ; ad well ^s 
to refcue from ignorance, illiteracy, 
and incredible obstinacy, an animal, that 
it is anxioufly to be hoped is, under the 
prefent predominance of modern refine-f 
ment and fyftematic inveftigation, be*? 
coming gradually poffeffed of the attention 
and tendernefs he has been for ages equally 
entitled tq, " . ' 

That a fubjcft of fa much importance 
may receive every ray of improvement 
from the adv?intages of experimental pracc 

tice, 
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tice, it has been thought prudent to in- 
troduce fuch circumllances as are pro- 
du<Slive of danger ; and having fo done, 
it becomes equally applicable to hold out 
the means moft likely to avoid It: by 
xninutely reciting fuch inftru6lions for the 
treatm(5nt of horses in physic, as, (under 
the fatnftion of unfuUied fuccels) is entitled 

to PUBLIC approbation* 
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The day of admin iftering the ball hav- 
ing been determined on, let the horfe have 
tn\ro mashes the preceding day (at noon 
and night), of fweet bran and clean oats, 
equal parts, upon which pour boiling water 
and ilir them well together, letting the 
composition ftand 'till of a very flight 
warmth, before it is placed in the manger;; 
as by being offered too hot, fomc horfes are 
alarmed at the fumes, or fcald themfelves 
by attempting it too eagerly, and ever after 
become averfe to mafhes in any ftate. 

whatever. . » 

# 

' ! v * . 1 ■ 
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On the following morning early, let the 
ball be given in the manner now dcfcribcd^ 
avoiding the ufe of that abfiird, ridiculous, 
and cruel invention the " balling iron/* 
calculated only to lacerate the parts and 
render the horfe /5y about the head and 
mouth upon every future occafion. Let 
the GiiooM or Servant who moft conftantly 
attends the horfe (and to whom he is of 
courfe beft known) , flip the fingers of his 
left hand into the off fide of the horfe*s 
mouth, and taking gently hold of the 
horfe's tongue, draw it out on that fide; 
when, affifting a little with the other hand 
to get a firmer grafp, the mout;h is kept as 
dcfirably and fafely open, as if the balling 
iron was abfolutely in ufe. 

The operator having previoufly placed 
the ball in his right hand waiflcoat pocket, 
now takes it into that hand, and fur- 
rounding it with his fingets and thumb in a 
conical form, conveys it (with a proper 
DEGREE OF RESOLUTION) to the Very root of 
the tongue, where with a little exertion of 
the fingers, in propelling the ball, it pafles 
the curvp ^t the e^itrance of the Gullet ; 

when 
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V^hfen withdrawing his right hand, /«- 
Jiantly letting go thef tongue with hii 
l^ft (and placing it under the jaws fo as to 
lift up the head) he fees the ball pafs with- 
out encountering the leaft difficulty. 

This done, give him a couple of quarts 
of foft water to take off the naufea, put on 
pn additional Iheet, throw a handful of 
Iweet picked hay into his rack^ let hinn 
have a good leg rubbing for a quarter of an 
hour, then (hake up his litter and leave ' 
him *undifturbed for three or four hours 5 
at which time make your malh as on the 
preceding evening, and when cool enough 
go to ftable. After fettling the litter, 
rubbing his legs and flank again for a few 
minutes, and wiping the manger exceed- 
ingly clean^ (always taking away any mafli 
that may have been left or rcfufcd) offer ' 
the mafh, which leaving before him, fhut 
up again for four hours ; when you again 
go through the former ceremony of 
** fetting fair," give about fix quarts of 
foft water with the chill taken off (but 
not enough for fumes to iarife), after 
which, (hake into the rack a few handfuls 

of 
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of haj well picked and ihaken, locking up 
as before. 

From the great lengdi of the inteftinai 
canal, phyiic is in general full or near 
twenty hours before it operates ; this. is not 
however by any means an invariable nde, 
for it in a great degree depends upon the 
conftitution of the horfe and the fiate of his 
body* For this reaibn, after the firft 
twelve hours, it becomes the more |ie^ 
ceflary to attend frequently to the flable, 
and obferve the prpgrefs. Some horfes 
bear purging with much more courage 
than others, many feel the regurgitating 
naufea and aloetic eru^liations to a certain 
degree of difquietude, lofs of appetite, and 
loathing of water, neither eating or drink- 
ing latisfa£torily during the operation; 
while others eat mafli, corn^. and hay, as 
well as drink water warm or cold^ with th« 
greateft avidity fo foon or qften as it is 

placed before them. 

... • • • i 

« 

This is to be confidered an almofl inva- 
riable proof of ftrong constitutional 
STAMINA, and fuch horles will bear a. pow- 
erful 
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crful courfe of three dofes, (fliould their 
foulacfs or infirmities render it neceffary,) 
better than thofe of a delicate habit or weak 
conftitution, will throw off two of a much 
more moderate proportion. It Ihould be 
held ill memory that care miift be taken fb 
ibon as your ball is given, to exclude the 
admiflion of external air by any particular 
Joor or window^ as well as to flop any ere- 
yices in the iiable with feparated hay -bands, 
hy way of preferving an equal degree of 
temperature and preventing any chilling 
air that may infinuate itfelf from obfcure or 
iadire^ .openings. * - 

It will be naturally obferved from the 
remarks jufl: now introduced, that as the 
phyfic operates much fooner and more 
powerfully with fbme horfes than with 
others, it is the more neceffary to be parti- 
.cularly attentive at the critical time alluded 
to, and to fupply the fiibjeft with drink and 
mafties, not only in fmall quantities, but 
in dire6l conformity with the inclination 
and difpofition you obferve him difplay. 
At any rate it will be highly proper (and by 
no m^ans to be omitted) that he is attended 

to 
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to the very lafi thing that night, and prth 
port tonally early in the morning ; when the 
ceremony of the preceding day is to be re* 
peated, with the addition of frequent fup* 
plies of water, given in the ftatc before 
defcribed, and maflies at the uflial hour of 
feeding with corn, when the horfe Is not in 
acourfe of phyfic. 

If the feafon is warm, the weather dry, 
and the days long, he may be led out three 
times in the day, about a quarter of an 
hour or twenty minutes at each time, 
(having a hood and an additional iheet 
more always outofthejiablexhsinini) on 
the contrary, fhould the feafon be cold, the 
weather wet or damp^ and the days fiiort, 
TWICE for a quarter of an hour each time^ 
will be Sufficient, as a horfe frequently gets 
languid and debilitated under flight ex* 
crcife in phyfic. Exercise in moderatimj 
with a ftrid attention to circumftances^ is 
productive of this convenience, it expedi- 
tioufly aflifts in promoting the folution of, 
and carrying off the load of foeces that may 
have been a long time accumulating a»nd 
become proportionally indurated in the 

inteftines ; 
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inteftines; which is ftill more affifted by 
giving him three or four quarts of water 
be£3re bringing him out of the ftable, 4 
matter of no fmall confequence, as it ex* 
pedites the operation, and prevents its 
being protrafted for two or three days, a 
cai'cumAance ihzt fometimes happens, parti- 
cularly when a fucceffion of wet weather 
prevents every poffibility of motion abroad. 

In fuch difappointmerits, the only fub-» 
flilute is, to wifp the head, neck, and breafl 
well in the ftable thrice a day^ turning up 
the body cloths upon the back, (without 
taking off the roller and ftripping the 
carcafe,) working well at the flank, belly, 
and hind quarters, moving him by fo doing 
from fide to fide in thp flail, and finifliing 
each time, with good leg rubbing as before 
direfted; which will not only prevent a 
tardinef&'in the circulation, but bring tho 
ftagnant fluids into a ftate of fluctuation to 
be the more readily carried off by tlw 
forced evacuations. 

In about thirty, or fix and thirty hours 
ih fbme, from the beginning of the opera^ 

tion^. 
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Between the dofes, exercife 19 an article 
of too much confequence to be negle^ed 
when the weather will permit j flioiild 
which be fevere in cither rain^ f^^ft^ ^^ 
/now J the deficiency muft be compcn&ted 
for by extra dreffings in the ftable^ This 
exercife fliquld be exceedingly gentle, for 
the firft ten days after the laji dofe, (as well 
as between the former) and may upon the 
whole be properly regulated by the follow- 
ing ftandard. For each of the twofirfi days 
after the phyfic is completely fet, and the 
excrements become firm, half an bourns 
walking exercife will be fufl5cient^ with 
fubftantial drcffing and proportional leg- 
rubbing in the liable. The third 2ixxd fourth 
day (with good weather) may be extended 
to one hour ; ^^ fifth and ftxth to one hour 
and an half\ Xh^f event h and eighth to two 
HOURS. About the tenth day he may go 
into a ftiort, moderate, and eafy canter^ 
which may be gradually increafed every 
day ; when at the end of three weeks, he 
may in mild and gentle exertions, appear 
with the hounds, and undergo a burft or 
two (provided he is not diftreft) w^th 
harriers or fox hounds ; but it will be im- 
prudent 
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^riidcrft to take him to ftag hounds, with a 
good running deer, in lefs than a month 
after he is out of his phyfic. 

' Having laid down fiich invariable rules 
as become unavoidably neceffary to go 
throiigh a courfe of phyfic with fafety, 
a fc»w additional remarks ihould be invari- 
ably retained in memory ; that during the 
operation, a horfe Ihould never be moved 
out of the ftable in rain ; ftripped of his 
cloathing from the time of giying the ball 
to the fetting of the phyfic; or expofed to a 
cold and damp air by any meahs \vhatever. 
Either of thefe by a fudden coUapfion of 
the porous fyflem, may not only lay the 
foundation of difeafes in which the eyes^ 
lungs^ or circulation may become danger- 
oufly afFedled, but of unforefeen and unex- 
peifted calamities, terminating in the way 
already defcribed in the cafes previoufly 
introduced. 

GRIPES AND FRET 

Are in general conception received and 
confidered as one and the fame diforder. — 

I The 
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The faft however is not {oy fof altho* 
they arc in external appearance nearly the 
fame, the original caufes are very differ- 
ently to be defined. Thefe diforders are of 
two diflinft kinds, the fornaer prpceeding 
from an accumulation of excrement in thc^ 
inteflinal canal, become indurated by time, 
exciting pain in proportion to its retention; 
which continuing unrelieved produces in- 
flammation and not unfrequentiy mor- 
tification enfues, fpeedily ending in 

' DEATH. 

After the firfl attack there is very rarely 
any ceffation of fymptoms, on the contrary 
they almofl invariably increafe, in propor- 
tion to the time they have continued with- 
out counteradtion. The fubjeft is in fuch 
extreme agony that he becomes infenfible 
to every degree of danger, and totally dif- 
obedient even to thofe he is mofl accuf^ 
tomed to ; he is alternately up and down^ 
rolling over from one fide to the other, 
beating his head and legs againfl the 
ground, flail, or wall, and continues in 
fuch flate of extravagant diflortion as feems 
nearly allied to madnefs or convulfiohs. 

The 
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The wild fulnefs of his eyes, the pricking 
of his ears, the heaving of his flank, the 
involuntary groanings and {trainings to 
dung and ftale without efFed, (in additioil 
to the profufe fweat that the excruciating 
pain occafions,) are a colle6J:ion of fymp- 
toms fufficient to demonftrate the fpecies 
of difeafe without a probability of being 
deceived. 

It has beeil before dbferved, that the 
J)rincipal,obje<3: of this work, is immediate 
relief j without the previous talk of literary 
difquifition and fcientific inveftigation ; to 
^ promote which without unneceflary delay, 
(and while the collateral means are in pre- 
paration,) let two or thfee incifions with 
the phleme be made in the fourth and fifth 
bars of the mouth, fo as to occafion a plen- 
tiful' bleeding, which will riot only con- 
tribute to a redudlion of the general ftric- 
ture, but in its efFeft upon the internal 
pafikges conftitute a prelude to the relax- 
ation that is to enfiie. 

This cafe is one of' thofe where the pro- 
bable extrication from impending danger 

J 2 depends 



ii6 ACUTE DtSEASES. 

depends entirely upon the expeditions 
mode of communicating alleviation; to 
take off the painful fpafms from the in- 
teflines, by an immediate folution of their 
contents is the inftantaneous objed of ccm- 
(ideration. This point muft, if poffiUe, 
be carried by an accumulation of the moft 
energetic efforts, without waiting hour 
after hour for the efFedt of ^viy Jingle admi- 
niftration. To promote this by evciy pof- 
fible means, let the following ^laxative 
glyfter be prepared, and thrown into the 
redum without delay : — Take 

, Thin Gruel, two quarts. 
Common Salt, four ounces, 
Tin6lure of Jalap and of Senna, each one 

ounce, 
Olive Oil, a quarter of a pint ; mix and 

give of a moderate warmth* 

During this oper^ation let there be going 
on in preparation the following purgative 
drink, which may alfo be given with a 
horn, fo foon as the various circumftances 
and concurring difficulties will permit :— 
Boil 

Senna 
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Senna Leaves, one ounce and a half, 
Race Ginger and Carraway Seeds bruifed, 
each half an. ounce, with Cream of 
Tartar, one ounce, in a pint of Water 
for a few minutes, in which diflblve 
Glauber Salts, fix ounces, then ftrain 
and add Tincture of Jalap, one ounce. 

To giye the greater and more expe- 
ditious efFedt to thefe endeavours, as well 
as to keep the horfe ftanding^ four perfons 
(two on each fide) fhould be employed in 
fevere and inceffant friftion, on the back, 
fides, flank, under the belly, and between 
the fore legs, to keep him in fuch motion 
as may forward the wifhed for evacuations, 
as well as to keep him from falling to the 
ground, or laying down, when a fcene of 
diftrefs Injidntly enfiies. He may alfo be 
trotted occafionally in hand, an attendant 
following brilk with a whip to keep him 
in a^fioHj a work of fome care and trouble, 
for if not ftriftly attended to he camiot be 
kept upon his legs. 

In fome cafes a fingle evacuation, or two^ 
with plentiful ftaling, produces almoft in- 

1 3 ftantaneous 
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ilantaneous relief, and leaves the fijbje^l 
only labouring under fuch degree of ibre- 
ncfs and laiiitude as may be fuppofed^to 
refult from the extremity of pain, and the 
feverity of bruifes that are fo frequently 
fuftained. It may therefore be readily cou- 
eluded, that as relief can only be obtained 
by per{cverance in a repetition of either or 
both the above, it is unneceflary, in com- 
pliance with cuftom, to introduce a long 
lift of alternatives, to embarrafs the tnind 
and perplex the judgment ; as however ia 
fomc places and in fbme lituations, the 
prefcriptions already introduced cannot be 
prepared^ obtained^ or adminijiered but with 
the greateft difficulty and delay, it may not 
be inapplicable to obferve (totally divefted 
of every idea of felf intereft) that the 
Ball for Gripes, in the lift of medicines 
at the conclyfien, is the praftice of the 
Author, where the fecond ball, at the ex- 
piration of one hout\ has never (in more 
than an hundred inftances) been known 
once to fail ; of which the moft flattering 
ai^d diftinguifhed teftimonies might be 
adduced 9 did they ftand in the leaft need of 
l\)ch recommendatioi) to public eftimation, 

Svppofing 
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Suppofing however relief to have been 
obtained by whichever mode may be 
thought moll applicable or convenient, the 
road to invigoration is ftill the fame ; na- 
ture will be. found to have coniiderably 
fiifFered by the fhock, if the attack has 
been tin^red with feverity, warm and 
nutritious aliment (fo foon as it can be 
taken) will be therefore found welcome to 
the fiomach and inteftines. A comfortable 
mafh of malt, with juft bran (iifficient to 
dilunite its clammy vifcidity, will moft 
probably be taken with avidity ; this may 
be followed with fuch portion of thin gruel 
and of fuch warmth as the ftate or feverity 
of the^afe may have feemed to juftify. 

Admitting it to have been equally long 
and doubtful^ bordering upon danger, the 
frame debilitated and the food refufed after 
fufEcient time for reft, fome mode muft be 
adopted to.ftimulate the ftomach to aftion, 
and none can be fo proper as a Cordial Ball^ 
which' may be repeated in fix or eight 
hours if the langour fhould continue un* 
relieved. As the cafe itfelf will have held 
forth fufEcient demonftration that the iri- 

I 4 teflines 
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teftines haye been powerfully overloaded, 
and as fuch preternatural accumulation 
muft moil probably have originated in an 
obftrudion of long ftanding, it is fubmitted 
to the confideration of every owner of a 
valuable horfe, as well as every rational 
iiiperintendent of a ftud, whether it is not 
always the moft fafe, at aAy rate moft 
prudent, fo foon as a horfe has recovered 
his ftrength, to put him under fuch courfc 
of geptle phyfic as may at leaft prevent th? 
fear of a repetition. 



The fret, 

Is alfo an acute and painful diforder, va- 
rying little from the former in its predomi- 
nant fymptoms, carrying with it in every 
trait, an equal appearance of diftrefs and 
immediate danger ; to thofe who may ncr 
ver have witnefled it, it may be confidered 
one of the moft aweful and impreffivc 
fights in the great volume of calamity. 
The Fret (which may with great propriety 
\)G termed the Flatulent Cholic) is that 
ipecies of inteftinal pain, occafioi^ed by. an 

accumulation 
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accumulation and retention of wind ; this 
*(in a conftant flu6hiation and cfl/Tt for dif- 
charge) diflends the ftomadh and intcftines 
beyond their original elafticity, when com- 
ing into direft oppolition with the contrac- 
tive power of the abdominal mufcles, pain 
is excited in a greater or lefs degree, accord- 
ing to the circumference and extenfion of 
the parts, the collection of confined air, 
and the proportional ipafms produced by its 
cfFeds. 

Diftreffing as a cafe of this kind is in it- 
fclf, it is an additional mortification to be 
perfeftly convinced, that nine times out of 
ten, it is occafioned more by the inexpe- 
rience of lads, or indiicretion of fervants, 
than any other of the long lift of diieafes to 
which the horfe is incident. Practice and 
accurate obfervation fufficiently prove, that 
almoft every occurrence of the kind pro- 
ceeds from the previous and uncertain 
quantity of water inconfiderately given, 
{or permitted to be taken) either when the 
fubjeft is exceedingly hot, and the blood in 
an increafed circulation, or after being kept 
a long time without food or water ; when 

in 
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in either cafe, it is generally known thtj 
will fwallow large quantities with the great- 
eft avidity* 

To the major part of fuch cafes as I have 
been profeffionally called, fufficient proof 
has been adduced, that the difordtr in its 
utmoft feverity has occurred by the means 
already mentioned ; and the circumiliance 
is recited, merely to have it iept in memory^ 
that fcenes of fo much trouble, diftrefs, 
and difquietude, are known to arife evi- 
dently more from inattention and negledy 
than the efFed of chance. 

The Cholic of this kind comes on vert 
fuddenly, and in general within an hour 
after the water has been drank ; and the 
diftinftion may be in fome degree affiiled, 
by attending to the rumbling of the impri-» 
foned air through the inteftines for vent or 
difcharge. 

There is no gradual progreffion in this 
complaint from flight to fevere fymptoms, 
its appearance is moftly fudden and attack 
violent ; the fubje6t becomes in great mea- 

fure 
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Cure outrageous ; he ftamps, ftrikes his belly 
^ith his feet> looks wildly ou eithi^r fide 
towards his hind parts, drops down unex« 
ped:edly, rolls, groans, and rifes as fuddenly. 
When the pain is excruciating, vibrations 
of the whole frame are perceptible ; to 
thefe a fweat or clammy moifture fucceeds 
but not of long duration ; a fevere and 
alarming rigor or fhiverins: follows the 
perfpiration, and if permitted to lie down, 
win, after the moft wonderful exertions, 
extend himfelf as if life had left him. 

The leading and principal ftep to bodily 
£afety is to keep him upon his legs by the 
afliftance and wifping recommended under 
the laft head, that he may be prevented 
from the very great danger of beating him- 
felf to pieces when down ; a pofition which 
fometimes once taken, it is no eafy matter 
to extricate him from. The next confi- 
deration muij: be immediately regulated 
by the eafe or difficulty of procuring the 
articles moft applicable to the cafe in 
queftion. If the fituation is contiguous to 
any Agent, where the annexed medicines 
are in circulation, let one of the Balls for 

Fret 
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Fret be given inftantanconfly, and re- 
peated in one hour if fymptoms are not 
fufficiently fubdued ; they are already fo 
high in eftimation^ and infallibly efficacious^ 
that a long lift of certificates might be ad-^ 
ducedy did circumftances render them at 
all n^eceffary to increafe their reputationf 

If however they fhould not be eafily at- 
tainable, and diftance fhould render a more 
extemporaneous remedy defirable, procure 
from the, firft fhop the following common 
articles with the utmoft expedition, and 
prepare as follows : — Take 

Race Ginger, Carraway and Coriander 
Seeds, and Jamaica Pepper ( called 
AUfpice), each one ounce, 

Bruife in a mortar*, and boil in a pint and 
half of Strong Beer for a few minutes; 
then ftrain and add of Brandy or Ge- 
neva, a quarter of a pint, and give 
with a horn of proper warmth, with- 
out delay. 

In Farm-Houfes, Villages, or remote 
fituations this will prove no inconfiderablc 
fubflitute for the more powerful medicines 

not 
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TkOt then to be readily obtained ; and may 
be repeated in an hour, or an hour and half 
if the gloomy and diftrcfling profpeft is not 
proportionally difpelled. After a repetition 
of either of the beforementioned remedies, 
ihould it fo unexpeftedly happen, that 
alarming appearances have not fubfided, or 
that eafe has not been obtained by expuljion 
of wind J or evacuation hy Ji 00 1 or urine ^ the 
mind muft then be turned to collateral and 
Aill more efficacious aids. Persevere and 
CONQUER is the very life and fpirit of prac- 
tice ; fuccefs frequently depends upon ener- 
getic and unceafing exertion, under the in- 
fluence of which happy confolation, forti- 
tude and HOPE fhould ever fuperfede the 
dreary clouds of defpondency. 

Encourage the attendants by liberal and 
proper rewards to continue thtir Jri^ionf 
with alternate motion followed by the 
whip as before recommended ; have in pre- 
paration the GLYSTER prefcribed, and let 
the DRINK laft mentioned be repeated, with 
the addition of Liquid Laudanum, two table 
fpoonsful. Should this combination of en- 
deavours to relieve fail in efFeft, and the 

attendants 
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attendants begin to flacken in their ptt^ J 
feverancc, no fuch weaknefs niuft be in-* 
dulged. Liquor J — money ^"^^folicitation^'^ 

PERSONAL PRESENCE, — ^PERSONAL EXAM- 
PLE, and PERSONAL exertion does won-* 
DERs; and fo every reader would acknow- 
ledge, had he feen with the Author what 
Wonders they have worked. At iny rate 
the methods prefcribed muft be perfevered 
in without relaxation % no deviation need 
be adopted, a repetition only of each is to 
be obferved, every two hours at farthefi^ 
till relief is obtained* 

After which the . fubjeft (hould be in- 
dulged with reji^ undifturbed by frequent 
and unneceflary obti*ufions, as Well as oc- 
cafionally affifted by fuch invigorating food 
and little attentions as his ftate of laffitude 
may feem to require ; all which are io ge- 
nerally comprehended in the routine of 
ftable difcipline, that they ftand in need of 
but little enumeration. , Majhes of ground 
Malt, or fcalded Bran and Oats, with the 
addition of fix or eight ounces of Honey.— 
Well boiled gelatinous gruel, mixed with 
foft water in preference to water alone arc 

amongft 
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ctmongft the principal confiderations. Good 
w^arm cloathing and great fridion in dreff- 
iiig are not to be forgotten, they enliven 
the circulation, open the pores, give a pli- 
ability to the furface, and greatly tend to 
take off the ftiffiiefs occafioned by the pre- 
vious ftruggling and painful exertions. 

As a confideration collaterally annexed 
to either of the heads juft recited, it be- 
comes direftly in point to take a concilc 
view of 

The STRANGURY; 
Or, Suppression of Urine; 

Which frequently becomes fymptoma- 
tically attached to both^ but is oftener oc- 
cafioned by the inflammatory than the 
FLATULENT CHOLic ; and when fo may 
then be confidered totally dependent upon 
the original, and will confequently fubmit 
to the means by which the caufe is fubdued. 

On the contrary, when it is a difordef 
within itfelf, fuch obftruftion, total fup- 
pr-^ffipn, or difficulty of flaling may arifc 

from 
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from difFereiit caufes, as bruifes upon the 
fpine, or ftraiiis in the loins by carrying, 
or drawing too great a weighty — 'inflani'^ 
mation in the kidnies^-^tumefaftion or ul- 
cerations there, — fpafms upon any of the 
•particular parts neceflary to the fecretioii 
or evacuation of urine, — inflammation of, 
or concretions in the neck, or ftonle lodged 
in the bladder itfelf. To afcertain the de- 
licate difcrimination of which, fome degree 
of patience and judgment muft be exerted. 

The predominant (ymptomsof a liip- 
preffion of urine, are too palpably ftr iking 
for even a young obferver to be miftaken ; 
the flibjeft is almoft inceflantly endeavour- 
ing to ftale, with frequent Jiraining and 
groaning without evacuation ; a few drops 
or dribbling is only perceptible, and that 
feems to come away with acute pain. Af* 
ter which he refumes Jiis ufual pofitiony 
but foon returns to the*^ former attempt at 
ftaling without efFeft. It becomes un- 
avoidably neceflary to reprobate the praftice 
of throwing into the frame loads of tur- 
pentine, and fuch other violent flimulants, 
as foon inflame the parts, and excite in the 

fubjeft 
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itibjeft additional agony ; as they abfolutely 
incre^fe, by their eicceflive property, the 
Very caufe they ate weakly or ignorantly 
intended to removei 

The primary fuggeAibn is to take off 
ftriSure, reduce prefent^ and ^tcvtntfuture 
inflammation by reducing the momentum 
of the blood* In fhort, bleed largely with- 
out delay, fecond that effort by emollient 
internals, promoting the fecretion and eva-^ 
cuation of urine by very gentle ftimulants 
and w^rw diuretics. A '* Ball for the 
Strangury'* if it can be obtained with ex- 
pedition, niay be given either before or 
after Bleeding, according to the difficulty 
or deify ia its being prpcyred. If pxie of 
the advertifed balls cannot be obtained in 
tj^e ^eigljibourhood, adopt the follow ing> 
which may be procured at any m^edical 
(hop in the.countiy,* — Take 

CaftUe^ iBriftol^ or Ye^o\y Soap, two 
ounce^^ . 

^ift^e, (One ounqe^ 

Gjbgqr in powder and <!^mphire^ each 
ijiyr^e c^rachmSji 

OU of Juniper, fifty drops. 

K Divide 
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Divide into two Balls, and giving one 
immediately, let it be repeated in two 
or three hours at fartheft, if the firft 
fhould not prove fufficiently {uccefsfiil. 

That not the leaft time may be loft,, but 
alleviation obtained without xmneceflary 
delay, the foUowinor Glvfter ihould be 
thrown up by means of a bag and pipe pre- 
pared for the purpofe, all which nught be 
going on at the fame time, to expedite the 
general intent of expeditions rehef. 



CLYSTER. 

Take Gruel, of moderate confiftence, full 

three pints, 
Gum Arabic and Nitre, in powder, of 

each oile ounce. 
Oil of Juniper, two drachms. 
Liquid Laudanum, half an ounce, 
Olive Oil, a quarter of a pint. 
Incorporate thefe well together, and let 

it be injefted as warm^ as it can be, 

without injury to the internal parts. 
' ^^ - As 
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As it has been already obferved, that 
fcafes of this kind fometimes happen from 
ftoney concretions, fo they are frequently 
occafioned by going long journies without 
jiopping ; not only producing the temporary 
inconvenience oi fupprejiouy but a perma- 
nent weaknefs of the parts, that renders 
the fubjedl at all times the more liable to 
repetition* That the obfirudlion, or caufc 
of difficulty may be more efFedually re- 
moved, and that the tone of the urinary 
' J)aflages may be perfedly feftored, it will 
be advifeable to give one ounce of Gum 
Arabic, and half an ounce of Nitre, in the 
water every morning for a week or ten 
days, thereby infuririg a removal of any 
trifling remains, as well as fheathing the 
paffages that may have flightly fufFered by 
the fevcrity of fuch fymptoms as have oc- 
curred during the cafe^ 

Having: gone through fxich acute cafes as 
alarm with the apprehenfion of immediate 
danger, we naturally advert to thofe that 
are not fo rapid in appearance, but are ne- 
yerthelcfs equally defl:ru6live in their termi- 
nation ; upon which, did we find the leaft 

K 2 well- 
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. ..on to entertain doubt, a 

..liices mizht be adduced, to 

. . jonvidlion : adhering however 

> poflible, to the origmal plan of 

. i;^ each article to as ccncife a fpacc 

« .d.:ure would permit, one cafe only 

.'c found fufficient to vanquifli the 

obftinate incredulity. 



CASE. 



• t 



In little more than two years after the 
appearance of** The Stable Directory,** 
my alfiftance was required at the ftables of 
C. M— — , Efq. at Caversham- Park, in 
Oxfordshire, where I found a fine and fa- 
vourite carriage horfe, laboring under 
every feeming fymptom of a complication 
of diforders ; an enumeration of predomi- 
nant and diftingui(hing traits would prove 
fuperfluous, the poffibiHty of nice exami- 
nation was totally precluded, for he abfo- 
lutely laid down with a groan ofrefignation, 
and breathed his laft in a very fhort time 
after I had entered the flable. 

Having 
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Having for a fcries of years (previous to 
this circumftancc) dctemiiaed upon imme- 
diate dlfle<9:ion whenever it could apply to 
the improvement of the Veterinary art, 
I proceeded to a minute infpevflion of the 
Viscera in general, and what is truly re- 
markable, (as almoft unprecedented) found 
nearly the whole. in a llate of decay. One 
lobe of the liver was tumefied and loaded 
with. tubercle 5^ the other in a ftate of apparent 
putrefaction (or abfolute rottenaefs) ; with 
one of the Kidnies ulcerated nearly to per- 
foration. Upon opening the ftomach a new 
and uncommon fcene prefented itfelf, for 
one half was completely covered with 
BOTS, as clofely adhering to the internal 
coat of the ftpmach, and to each other, as 
a hive of bees when they fwarm ; the other 
half was a meer vacuum^ which they bad 
abandoned fo foon as the internal coat, or 
lining of that part had been preyioufly de- 
ilroyed. 

The ^igeftive powers, (or in other words 
the elailic property of the ftomach) having 
been thus completely deftroyed by thofe 
inveterate enemies to health and condition, 

K 3 very 
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very little introdudtion can be neceffarv to 
convince the humane or intelligent, how 
ufeful and falutary it muft be to lay down 
fuch rules as may become infallible for the 
total eradication of 



W O R M S^ ; 

« 

Which are of difFerent forts, as the round 
white worm, from fix to ten and twelve 
inches in length; in itfelf fo pellucid or 
tranfparent, that the great numbfer of young 
jnay be feen through the Ikin fo foon as 
voided with the excrements. 

Another fort bear fome affinity to a fmall 
earthworm, but of flatter formation, of a 
greenifh colour, and with fuch an infinity 
of legs as may rank it in that refpeft nearly 
allied to the millepedes, or wood-loufe ; as 
the extremities of the feet, viewed through 
a microfcope, are exceedingly Iharp, and 
capable of giving great pain when irri- 
tating the internal coat of either ftomach 
or inteftines. Thefe are never feen but in 
the dung, which is at the time of their 

eje61ion, 
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ejection, generally lax (as during a courfe 
of purgation) and a fure proof of their 
power of irritation. When obferved (be- 
ing too fmall to be readily perceived with- 
out examination ) they are inceflantly 
writhing and twirling about in the foft 
dung with the utmoft rapidity ; in , action 
not at all unlike a fmall eel^ when com- 
pulfively drawn from its element and 
placed upon land. 

The laft and moft deftru6live of thefc 
internal enemies, are the bots, between 
the two forts of which there is fome little 
diftinftion, but not of magnitude fufficient 
to render it matter of prefent difquifition ; 
particularly "ras the mode of obliteration for 
one, is precifely the fame as for the other. 
Suffice it therefore to fay, that by whatever 
means they may have taken pofleffion, 
whether they may have been engendered 
by a vifcid flimy mucus, or accumulation 
of foulnefs in the interftices of the in- 
teftinal canal; or that the Anmalcul(Z. or 
origin of formation may have been im- 
bibed with the aliment, and brought to 
maturity by the heat of the body is not 

K 4 matter 
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matter of prefent enqmnr, wlndi istfcab* 
onally goes no Either than to a fc ggt ai ii Id 
a certainty fpeed j eradication. 

In conformity with this idea, vfc pafi 
over (only with a flight remcmhrancc) tic 
great danger horfes are expoied to by being 
negleded in ibch date, that cwcn in die 
infancy of the bufinels the fuH^cSt betrays 
figns of poverty and dilquietnde; bis ali- 
ment, tho' of the beft kind, feems totally 
thrown away, not affording even the ufbal 
external efied: of nutrition. Symptoms and 
^ circumftances vary in different fiibjeds, 
fbme dilplaying proofs of an iittemal defed 
much earlier than others ; fboner or later, 
however, he begins to appear low in his 
flefh, rough in his coat, and hard in his 
hide, he feems dull and diiquieted in the 
ftable, inaftive when out ; he fweats mu6h 
with very trifling exertion, and that fweat 
of foul and unhealthy appearance. 

The two kinds of worms Jirjl dcfcribcd 
are of but little confequence when com- 
pared to the defl:ruftive ravages of the laft^ 
whofe incredible increafe, and power of 

exciting 
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ifeRtttkig pain almoft exceeds belief, parti- 
cularly with thofe not in the habit or con* 
venience of making the neceflary obferva- 
tioAs. Exclufive of the feemingly irifen- 
fible coat of mail with which they are co- 
ver ed> t^ey are armed with two la^rge , and 
a fiaialler prominent kind of tooth (of 
tuiks,) having wonderful power of com- 
preffion in proportion to their fize, -and fo 
texcieedingly fharp at their points, tl>at 
when accurately examined admiratioa 
teafcs at the excruciating pains they have 
jpower to excite. 

Some horfes are permitted to continue 
in fuch ilate till the rectum becomes a 
perfe<9b refervoir^ and abfolute bunches of 
them are {ten adhering to each fold or in- 
terftice at every evacuation. This fitu- 
Btion is by no means fo replete with danger 
as tvhen they have taken firm hold of the 
'ftomach and fubfequent paflages ; here they 
prey upon tlie irritability of the frame, pro- 
ducing fuch variety of lymptomS' in dif- 
ferent fubjefts^ as frequently perple^ the 
moft judicious praditioner, by holding forth 

the 
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the appcanmce €>f a palpable cranplication 
of diibrders. 

It is to be regretted that m almoft every 
caie of the kind little is attempted beyond 
the taik of mitigation; bomeyj o//, favinj 
hex J and a variety of articles difpropor- 
tioned in their quantities and uncertain in 
their effeds, are the nostrums induftri- 
oufly traniinitted from one geaeraUon to 
another, without the leaft data, or eftab- 
liihed proof of excellence and eflBcacy to 
recommend them. One only apology can 
be introduced for the wcaknefs and incon- 
fiftency of thofe who become the dupes of 
deception, viz. the very little expence and 
trouble by which thofe articles are always 
to be obtained. 

As there are difFerent clafTes of people to 
whom the neceflary courfe of purgation 
would become not only exceedingly trou- 
blefome, from a want of their horfes in 
bufinefs, but alfo obvioufly dangerous from 
the want of accommodation and care to 
fubjefts in fuch ftate ; it becomes the more 
applicable to point out the means by which 

aA 
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an obliteration- Is frequently obtained, (par- 
ticularly of t^e two firft defcribed,) without 
adverting to what is confidercd by fbme a 
flatter of fo much expenfe and trouble. 



POWDERS. 

Take Crude Antimony, levigated to an 
impalpable powder, and Sulphur, each 
twelve ounces, let them be incorporated 
well in a mortar, and divided into papers 
of two ounces each, one of which may be 
given in the corn every night, in flight af- 
feftions ; but every night and morning 
where there is reafon to believe their pof- 
{&ffion has been of longer duration. 

This mild mode of extirpation cannot 
boaft of INFALLIBILITY, but it Very Jre- 
guently fucceeds^ and is well calculated for 
the ufe of thofe whofe horfes are deftined 
to all fervices and in all weathers ; not 
being productive of danger, however , the 
flibje6l may be expofed to the feverity of 
any feafon. For thofe who wifli to em- 
brace a more expeditious, at any rate a 

more 
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more certain mode of relief » the following 
is offered as an article of great fuccefs and 
efl:imation9 by thoie who have proved its 
utility : — ^Takc 

Haifa dozen " Pedoral Cordial Balls/' 

^thiop's Mineral, four ounces and a 

half, beat well together with fuch 

iinall portion of Honey as mzf be re-r 

quired, and divide it mto ix e(^uai 



Oncofthefe muft be given every mora-* 
ing for three in fucceffion, and every other 
morning for the three remaining; taking 
<:are that the horle is not expofed to rain, 
chilling winds, or rode into water during 
their ufe. There is liltle or no doubt but 
either of the two kinds of worms firfl: def- 
cribed may be readily diflodged, and their 
very eggs (admitting them to be there), 
or means of propagation totally deftroyed 
by this fummary mode of treatment, yet it 
is not fo with the bots; their hold as well 
as their havock^ exceeds defcription. Of 
this nothing can give greater proof than 
when taken. hold of in their adhefion to the 

SPHINCTER 
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SPHINCTER of the RECTUM, thcy will fufFer 
themfelves to be pulled afunder rather thaa 
relinquifli the part to which they are fo 
firmly attached. 

Experience (in a variety of intentional 
trials) has given demonftrative^ proofs that 
they llibmit not to al/ tlie force and inter- 
pofition of naufeous aloetics only; they 
are feen at every evacuation as much «;/- 
moved from the folds of the rectum as if 
no PURGATIVE had been adminiftered. 
Hence arofe the palpable' neceffity for the 
introdudlion of mercurials, they are abfo- 
lutely the on\y fpecijics from which a cer- 
tainty of fuccefs can be derived, and fliould, 
with every intelligent fuperintendent, an4 
. rational praftitioner, never be delayed. 

The *^ Mild and Strong Mercurial 
-Purging," as well as the " Purging Balls 
^OR Worms," of the medical lift at the 
conclufion, are all equally adapted to the 
purpofe ; either being adopted according to 
the fize, ftrength, and condition of the 
horfe, the firft being one fixth weaker ia 
purgative and njercurial particles than 

either 



% 
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either of the other two; Where thofc arc 
not to be readily obtained^ or the parties 
prefer a perfonal preparation of their own 
medicines, the following will be found 
Singularly efficacious ; with the precaution 
of being exceedingly careful not only iii the 
quality^ but the weight of the different in^^ 
gredients, to prevent fuch fcenes of anxiety^ 
diftrefs, and ultimate deftruftion as have 
been already defcribed under the different 
heads to which they became applicable^ 

MILD PURGING BALL for WORMS, 

Take Barbadoes Aloes, in powder, fit 

drachms. 
Jalap, in fine powder^ three drachms, 
Caflile Soap, two drachms, 
Calomel and Ginger, in powder, each 

one drachm, 
Oil of Anifeed, fixty drops, and Syrup of 

Buckthorn fufficient to make the ball. 

For the intermediate fpace of time be- 
tween the dofes, and the mode of manage- 
jnent during the operation, reference mufl 
be made to the pages of accurate inflru6lion 

previoufly 
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previoufly inferted under its particular head. 
The diftinft proportions in the ball juft prel- 
cribed, accurately afcertained for a horfe 
of delicate habit, or that has been reduced 
^ery low before the caufe of emaciation has 
been difcovered or attended to. For horfes 
of a STRONGER defcription the following 
may be prepared, and as the right and fafc 
fide is the beft to lean to, it may, perhaps, 
be the beft policy not to increafe the pro- 
portion of any one article in the compo- 
fition; much more particularly in the 
hands of thofe but little accuftomed to the 
management of horfes under a courfe of 
mercurial phyfic. 

STRONG PURGING BALL 

FOR WORMS. 

Take Barbadocs Aloes, in powder, nine 

drachms. 
Jalap, in powder, and Soap, each two 

drachms, 
Calomel and Ginger, each a drachm and 

half. 
Oil of Anifeed and Juniper, each thirty 

drops. 
Syrup, fufficient to make the mafs^. 
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Previous to the final difmiffal of iini 
article it may be ufeful to obferve, that 
where, (as in two or three recent inftances 
with a Major General's horfes, /i&^/f ar- . 
rived from the Continent), the re£fum is 
fo overloaded that they are conflantly feen 
firmly adhering to the anus^ at each con- 
traftion of tYicfphinSlerj after every evacu-* 
ation, fomething more requires to be done^ . 
that a total extirpation may be ppfitively 
«ffe£ted, without even a chance of decep- 
tion or difappointment. That this may be 
rendered complete, prepare the following 
glyfter, and let it be thrown carefully into 
the reftum, in fix or eight hours after eaclj 
purging ball has been adminifl:ered,— Boil 

Two double handsful of Roman Worm- 
wood, cut fmall, and a fingle handful 
of common Sea Salt, in five pints of 
Water, (keeping the Wormwood well 
ftirrcd below the furface) for a quarter 
of an hour. 

Strain off the liquid, and when fuflici- 
ently cool add a quarter of a pint of 
Linfeed Oil, and let the whole; be 
given without waflc. 

This 
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This, by its power of ftimuliation, will 
afford fome affiftance in difuniting them 
from the interftices, or folds of thei intef- 
tines, previous to the enfuing operation of 
the phyfic ; which coming on immediately 
after, their expulfion becomes not only the 
iiiore probable, but moft likely a matter of 
certainty* 



The lungs, 

t^rom a variety of caufes is the immediate 
feat of defeft, when occafioned by a fudden 
change fron^ one extreme to another ; for 
inftance, from a warm and comfortable 
ftable, to the reverfe, — a lopg expofure.to 
a cold and chilling rain, — ftanding wet' and 
dirty after a journey in the dreary months 
of winter, — or any of that very long lift of 
^probabilities by which the perfpirative 
matter is not only locked up from iranf- 
piration^ but compulfively thrown upon the 
circulation. 

At this period is formed the firft link of 
what frequently conftitutes a long chain of 

L difquietude ; 
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difquictudc ; for the circulation being' thus 
overloaded by an incorporation with extra- 
neous matter, (that it was neither calculated 
or prepared to receive,) foon acquires a fizey 
inflammatory confidence, which become^ 
gradationally vifcid, in proportion to the 
length of time it is permitted to continue 
without medical counteradion. 

As it has for centuries been admitted, 
that *' delays are dangerous,'* fo no one 
perfon will prefiime to deny, that preven-» 
TioN (if pojfible) is always preferable to 
CURE. Therefore upon the earlieft conyic-r 
tion by Cough, of fuch cold having been 
caught, bleed immediately to three pints in 
a fmall horfe, two quarts in a larger,, and 
five pints in a powerful carriage horfe of 
whatever defcription ; follow up this oper- 
ation by gentle exercife in a warm and dry 
fitua.tion, then half an hour's fevere friftioa 
(in fubftantial drefling) to enliven the cir- 
culation ; to this add an extraordinary 
cloathing, that a pliability of the integu- 
ment may be excited, to induce an inlen- 
fible perfpiration, by which only the tem- 
porary 
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porafy obftrudion can be removed, arid 
the impeded circulation relieved. . 

Give frequeritly a fmall mafli of half 
inalt, 'half bran, or in Want of the former^ 
equal parts of oats and bran, fubftaiitially 
fcalded, with the additioil of fii or eight 
ounces of hotiey^ which with a Gordiad 
Ball every morning, thin fweet clean 
made gruel for drink^ in preference to 
Water, fubftantial dreffing, warm cloathing^ 
and moderate mirfing, will ill a v6ry few 
days, (with the extra care and attention 
expefled Upon fuch occafions) difpel every 
fymptom of >Cough arifing from i Cold of 
Jhort ftanding } when the ektra cloathing^ 
&c. muft be reduded with great caution^ 
depending upon the ftate . of the weather^ 
Sind collateral conlideratiohs* 

On the conti*ary, a want of this early 
precaution is very frequently produ6live of 
repentant trouble and much proportional 
cxpfcnce ; the Cough acquires different de- 
grees of feVerity by every additional day of 
negled: ; and when become in fome meafurc 
habitual, is very difficult to be fubdued^ 

L a When 
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When fufFered (by an inattention much too 
frequent ) to arrive at fuch pitch, pre- 
ceding efforts muft be ftrengthened, and 
perfevered in without remiflion to remove 
the caufe. 

In fuch advanced ftage, fymptoms of dif- 
quietude will become more predominant, 
and the Cough more oppreffive, particu- 
larly as the ftomach is diftended with occa- 
fional fupplies of food and water ; the finer 
veffels of the Lungs becoming more 
violently obftrufted, the more the blood 
advances in its ftages o£ vifciJity; all which 
are the more evidently increafed, the more 
the fubje61 is brought into a61ion, and the 
more clearly perceptible the longer he is 
continued in thofe exertions 

In fuch cafe a repetition of bleeding is 
firft premifed, and an increafed continuance 
in the methods before prefcribed for a few 
days, with the addition only of Nitre and 
Gum Arabic, in powder, each half an 
ounce, to be given in the thin gruel, or 
gruel and water, twice or thrice in every 
twenty-four hours. Let the exercife and 

• fri6lioa 
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fridion be regularly attended to, hay given 
in very fmall quantities, and tliat the 
iweet.eft and beil that can be feledled. 

Upon a non-fubmiffion to the mode of 
treatment fo accurately defcribed, after a 
perfeverance of ten days or a fortnight, 
Adopt the following alternative.— -Take 

. Haifa dozen of the Peftoral Cordial Balls, 

Gum Ammoniacum, Myrrh, and Balfam 

of Tolu, of each, in powder, one ounce. 

Ginger, in powder, fix drachms, 

JBarbadoe^s Tar, three table, fpoonsful, 

And HQjQ,ey9^if neceflary to fornl the mafs; 

Which divide into nine balls ^ and let one 
be given every morning early ^ wafhing 
down with a little gruel or foft w^ter, the 
fubje^t to be kept faftiug for two hours after. 
The, Nitre and jiratic to be alfo continued 
during that period, when little doubt need 
be entertained of ;a complete cure ; unlefs 
from an almoft unprecedented negleiSt, long: 
ftanding, peculiar vifcidity, or old age, a rup- 
ture of fome of the veffels, or tubercles in 
the lungs may have occafiqned broicen wind, 

L 3 when 
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when nothing more than alleviation from 
palliatives can be expelled, and frultlefs 
expenoe with deceptive expe£tatk>n had 
better be avoided. 

That however the wifli of every anxious 
expe6tant may be gratified, it is not inap- 
plicable to obferve, that fbme profpe£^ of at 
leaft temporary J if not permanent relief is 
held out by the interpofing power of Mei- 
tuRi AL Purgatives in cafes of obstinate 
ASTHMATIC CouGHs, as Well as in lubjeds 
that are palpably Broken winded ; for as 
the preflure upon the lobes of the lungs is 
reduced, by leffening the contents of the 
ftomach and inteftinal canal, fb the adhefive 
vifcidity of the blood is in a certain degree 
broken and difunited by the penetrative 
power of the mercurial particles, which en-f 
tering into contaft with every part of the 
frame, holds out (by its procefs) au in- 
ducement to trial, when all the more ex-? 
temporaneous and concife methods have 
failed of efFeftt 

Exclufive of what has been already iiiT 
troduced uud? r this head, it f^mains to be 

pbferved. 
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obferved, that the moll alarjming cafe ia 
which the Lungs can be dangeroufly af- 
fefled is by INFLAMMATION. The predo-- 
minant fymptoms of which are only the 
diftinguifhing traits of a cold and cough in- 
crcafed to an alarming degree of violence ; 
not only by a certain degree of negleft and 
inattention in the infancy of difeafe, but 
by the horfes having been brought impro- 
perly into a6tion, and compelled to en- 
counter great and fevere exertions without 
adverting to the ftate of the blood ; which 
being, from its fizey and vifcid confiftence, 
rendered incapable of circulating through 
the finer veffels, in proportion to the ve- 
locity with which it is propelled, obft ruc- 
tions naturally arife and inflammation 
ttifiies. 

In reipeft to fymptoms it will fufEce to 
fay, that as the ftages of danger are ap- 
proaching, every external appearance be- 
comes more alarming. The cough, — the 
heaving of the flank,-^the difficulty of ref- 
piration, — the heat in the mouth, — con- 
fequent thirft, — extreme pain and dejeftion 
of Ipirits, all leem to indicate a Ipeedy 

L 4 diflblution. 
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difTolution. In this diArefiing fcene not 9 
moment is to be loft, plentiful bleeding 
takes the lead of every other confider- 
ation, and even a repetition of that iwjixy 
eighty or twelve hours, if a non-fubmiflioQ 
of dangerous fymptonis ihould reader it 
neceflary. 

Boil immediately a deco&ion from a 
double handful of each of the fragrant 
garden herbs, Lavender, Rosemary, an4 
Cammomile, with this perfedly hot, let 
the noftrils be well fumigated, to take o^ 
the inflammatory fl:ri6lure from the part 
Ciffedled, and excite a critical difcharge if 
poffible. As no expe<9:ation need be forme4 
of the fubjecl's taking nutriment voluntas 
rily in the extremity of fuch cafe, the 
preparation of a fubftantial fubftitute fhould 
be going on in thp following way ; 

Take Water Gruel, a gallon, Turkey 
Figs, fliced, and Raifuis of the Sun, fplit, 
each four ounces. Honey and Cream of 
Tartar, each half a pound, boil for twenty 
jninutes, then ftrain, and let half an ounca 
of Nitre be given in a horn of it (as def^ 

cribed 
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j^ribed page 39) every two hours^ wafhing 
it down with a pint and half; or quart 
.more of the decodion, 

- A mafh may be alfb made of two quarts 
of Bran, a double handful of Malt, and 
four ounces of Honey, whenever the fubr 
jeft difplays the leaft inclination to take 
food without compulfion; a matter that 
feldom happens 'till fymptoms of danger 
fublide, and may confcquently be conlidered 
a favorable indication. On the contrary, 
ihould circumftances continue without a 
better profpe6t of relief, exertions muft be 
made in pr^^ortion, a common emollient 
glyjter of Gruel, Sugar, and Olive Oil may 
be thrown up jxift to relax fhe inteftine aijd 
excite a difcharge without aojitatinoj the' 
. frame. 

a.-..- - k .• • ^ • • 

The nutritive : decoiStion with the Figs^ 
Hofiey^ &c. muft. be plentifully fupplied^ 
but not fo often as to harrafs and debilitate 
the frame unneceffarily ; if the mouth, 
however, ihould be; exceffively hot and 
parched from fymptomatic fever, a Iponge 
imp.regnate4 wifh the liquor piay be fre-r 

quently 



154 DISEASES 

quently fqueczed in the mouth, a part of 
which will be certainly fwallowed. Should 
alarming Amptoms graduallj fubfide, the 
caie becomes then the mere concomitant of 
a cold J and muft be fb treated to its ter- 
mination* 



The liver. 

Is fubjed to inflammation, tumefaftion^ 
(chirroiity, tubercles, ulceration, preter- 
natural enlargement, and adhefion; to 
which alfo may with propriety be added, 
the JAUNDICE or yellows. Of the major 
part it is perhaps impbffible to fay any 
thing with certainty relpefting the caufe% 
nor is it, indeed, at all material to the moft 
inquilitive or fcientific inveftigator, when 
it is recolleded that the lajl is probably the 
only one, where an expeftation of cure 
may be formed without difappointment; 

It is remarkable and well worth atten- 
tion, that horfes who have fiiftained injuries 
in long chafes, of which there have been 
numerous inftances with the King's 

HOUNDS, 
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HOUNDS within the laft few years, (parti- 
cularly one where nine horfes loft their 
live^ On that and the following day,) have 
been found in every part of the viscera, 
the liver excepted. Horfes dying in, or 
foon after the chafe, have had their livers 
diftehded to a very large lize, and propor-, 
jtionally. tumefied \ thofe who have lingered 
from fourteen to one and twenty days or 
longer, have, upon opening, been found 
with ^the fame part in a ftate of ulceration 
or palpable putrefa&icn. From which 
circumftance repeatedly attended to^. it is 
to be inferred, that very little hope of cure 
or mitigation can be entertained with pro- 
priety when once an inflammation has 
faken place. 

-. With the JAUNDICE or yellows it is 
pot fo ; little fear need be entertained of a 
iafe and fpeedy eradication. The caufe is 
no more than an obftruftion in the gall 
yiPE or DUCT, whofe province it is to aflift 
in the fecretioli of bile from the blood ; this 
paffage being rendered impervious by fome 
vifcid mucus, the fluid thus impeded in its 
Ijfu^l progrefs, regurgitates, and becoming 

extravafated 
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cxtravafated, not only incorporates itfelf 
with the blood, but by the means of cir- 
culation dilplays itfelf irj every p^rt of the 

frame. ' 

The fymptons are too well known to rcf 
quire the leaft explanatory aniRiadverfion, 
an univerfal yellownefs pervades the eyes, 
MOUTH, TONGUE, and SALIVA, 4einon- 
ftrating the diforder at ^rji ^ght even tcf 
thpfe who have never feen the cafe beforet 
It has been thp cuftom to confider the 
JAUNDICE a matter of too much magnitude 

with the VETERINARIAN PROFESSORS in gCr 

neral, who have made it their praftice to 
bring medicines of too much power to their 
aid, and in fo doing have not unfrequently 
rendered the remedy worfe than the difeafe. 
They are exceedingly fond of a felf created 
phrafcology " the black jaundice,'* a 
diforder they contrive to conftitute (fecun^ 
demartan) from the yellows, of which we 
have fpoken largely and given fufficient 
proof in the early part of the work, under 
the head of ''emetic tartar" and the 
follov/ing pages* 

Cases 
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: Cases that fb feldom occur need take but 
little time from the reader in a tedious rou- 
tine of fcientific difquifition or medical 
elucidation; fuffice it to fay, mild deob- 

STRUENTS with ALTERATIVE COLLATERALS 

will, when taken in time, render the cere- 
mony of Purgation totally unneceffary. 

Take away a little blood by way of 
revulfion, relax the inteftinal canal by a 
few opening mafhes, gentle walking exer- 
cife, moderate fridlion, two ounces of 
Cream of Tartar boiled in a quart and 
added to the water, twice a day. Soft 
water (hould be given often and in fmall 
quantities, hay in fimilar proportions. In 
addition to what feem but trifles, adopt 
the following : — Take 

Caftile or Yellow Soap, fix ounces. 
Rhubarb, genuine Turmeric, and Ginger, 

all in fine powder, each one ounce. 
Salt of Tartar, one ounce and an half; 
mix the Powders with the Salt of 
Tartar, then add the Soap, and Honey 
fuflicient to make the mafs, and divide 
into fix equal -parts. 

Of 
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Of thefe let one be given three monilflgs 
in fucceffion, on the fourth^ with a horn, 
give Oil of Castor, half a pint, well 
Ihaken together with the fame quantity of 
thin warm grueL On the folloWixig night 
a plentiful and comfortable Malt ma0i ; the 
three fuccelHve mornings the threes re- 
maining balls ; on the fourth a rcfpetilion of 
the Oil of CAatOR with the gfuel, fol- 
lowed by the Malt mafh, aflifted by every 
extra care and attention that the caij» 
may require. This in all Jlight cafes, of 
recent attacks may be confidered infallible; 
but where it has been of longer ftandingt 
or by negleft permitted to aflume the afpeft 
of feverity, a little longer patience and per- 
feverance muft be fubmitted to*. 

In all fchlrrofities, tumefa<3:ions, enlarge- 
ments, and ulcerations of the LrVER, little^ 
very little hope can be entertained of era- 
dication. Neceffitous adventurers may 
prey upon the liberality of the credulous, 
by a profulion of promifes that may dupe 
their employers, and contribute to their oWn 
wants by the deception ; but every cool 
and deliberate enquirer will find upon re- 

fledlion. 
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^leftion, very little expeSation can be 
formed, particularly when adverting to the 
feat of difeafe fo remote in Jituation and 
^afe from the adive power of medicine. 

Could any flattering idea of permanent 
relief be entertained, it muft only be from 
the grand fpecific (in certain cafes) Mer- 
cury, where the particles are fuppofed to 
enter into conta6l with the offending pro- 
perty of the blood ; but here it is natural 
to conclude, that no interpofition of thia 
powerful medicine can prove fufficiently 
active (or penetrative) to diflblve or ex- 
tirpate either sjvellikg, schirrosity, or 
TUBERCLE, upon the part in queftion. 

Admitting however not only the impolicy 
but the CRUELTY of dooming to death 
every fubjedl fuppofed to labour under thefe 
hidden infirmities, it is highly neceflary 
fuch means (hould be laid doWn, as are 
fuggefted by reason and juftified by con- 
sistency. As Mercurial purgatives n^ight 
too much agitate the frame, and admit of 
too great a fpace of time between the 
dofes, to- fupport a hope oi fpeedy efFecfl, 

the 



i66 DISEASES 

the poffibility of a gradual fblution by Mer- 
curial Alteratives, feems to hold forth 
the more promiling alternative. 

To give this arrangement a fair chance 
6f fuccefs, great patience and much per- 
feverance muft be adopted. Half an ounce 
of ^THiops Mineral may be given, in- 
corporated with a Cordial Ball, (by means 
of a little Honey) every morning. At 
night in the corn, an ounce of Sulphur, 
previoufly mixed in the mortar with Cream 
of Tartar half an ounce, and prepared Steel 
two drachms. Half an ounce of Nitre 
may be alfo given in the evening water 
only. 

Mercurial Purgatives are alfb open to 
thofe who chufe to make their feleftion, 
being totally dependent upon the judgement 
of the parties, who fuperintending the va- 
rious cafes, will be moft adequate to the 
talk of deciding upon the mode of treat- 
ment applicable to fuch predominant 
fymptoms as may come before them. 



Previous 
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Previous to the difrtiiflal of this article; 
a few hints may not prove unacceptabJe* A 

In all cafes of a tumefiedyfcbirrousj enlarged 
JLivER, an adhefion^ or a dropsy of the 
CHEST (cbiiimonly called a dfopfy of thc^ 
lungs) j one fymptom maty always be relied 
on ; the fubjedl invariably (lands with one 
or both legs before hihij^ direftly in the flile 
and manner of a cheft foundered horfe, 
and upon being led to the top of the moft 
trifling afcent to be rode ot Jed down, he 
turns with incredible pain and difficulty ; 
when completely turned and brought for- 
.\yardj his forte legs are dtjiended as tho* he 
had an enormous fuljftance inclvtded in his 
chefti and he feems afraidi in every ftep, of 
falling to the ground. This will receive 
farther elucidation by an introduction of 
the^ following 



C A S E^ 

■ 

In January, 1794, a valuable well-bred 
horfe, that had the year preceding run in 
good form, at Stockbridge, was configned 
to the Receptacle, (by G. H. Elq,) from 

M the 
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the lower part of Devonshire, and was 
abfolutely tbree weeks upon his journey. 
The fubjedl required no more than a mo- 
mentary infpeiftion for an unequivocal de- 
cifion ; the almoft unprecedented diftentioq 
of the legs in the ff able, as well as the la- 
bour in aftion, the roll from fide to fide to 
affift in getting one leg before the other^ 
the perpetual difquietude in the flable, and 
palpable endeavour to relieve^ the foreparts, 
held forth evident proof that fome preter- 
natural fubftance, fome enormous weight 
was feated in or preffed upon the chest ; 
but whether extravafated Jlutdy a tumefac- 
tion, or adhefion of the liver, it was im- 
poffible for any man living to afcertain. 

Invariable in my determination never to 
put my friends to unneceffary expence, and 
experimentally convinced, that 

*' To know the worft is fome degree of 
cafe,'* 

I ftrenuoufly recommended a period to his 
painful exiftence, but without efFed: ; the 
humanity of the owner was fuperior to 

every 
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every confideration but the lafety of lb 
great a ^vourite, and confequently deaf to 
every remonftrance that tended in the leaft 
to militate againft his flattering expeftation 
of ciire^ To accommodate which, to gra- 
tify his anxious fenfations, and flill more 
to hold forth demonftrative proof of the 
cafe, the utmofi force of long and repeated 
roMENTAtioN was br6ught into ufe, with 
treble cloathing over the breaft. JE^riom 
Mineral Jir^j and laftly Calomel, each 
blended With the Cordial Ball, were in- 
troduced as Mercurial Alteratives, and 
at the requeft of the owner continued for 
near three weeks, when perceiving nature 
to be more and mofe oppreffed, the very 
dejeftipn aiid appearance of the emaciated 
animal feeming to folicit dijfolution as a 
relief '* from this world of woe,'' Mr. H» , 
at length, tho' reluftantly, fubmitted to 
the expoftulation, when it unluckily be- 
came my province (but not without the 
concern and mortification that every fportf- 
man muft unavoidably experience when 
fentencing fo noble an objedi to immediate 
4eath) to confign, or rather to attend him 
$9 the place of execution, where with one 

M'ii blow 
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blow of the axe, and a finglc ftroke of thd 
knife, an inflantaneous period was put to 
his raifcrablc exiftence. 

Upon opening the body, appearances 
juftified the original predi6tion, fb far as 
refpefted the unnatural weight iuppofed to 
have taken its feat in the chest ; the entire 
vacuum of which was nearly filled with a 
Mfcoiourcd water, of about seven gallons 
in quantity, difplaying upon the fiirface by 
its ebullition^ a kind of ejftrvefcence^ and 
of fuch extreme heat that the viscera 
floating in it had the appearance of having 
been boiled. Going into the origin of the 
difeafc, would be embarking in zfcientijic 
tour ill adapted to the purport of a com- 
pendium ; it muft therefore fufBce to fay, 
that a DROPSY in the breaft, once clearly 
afcertained, might with flrift propriety 
have an experiment made to draw off the 
Witter bvan inflrument formed for the 
purpole, and with the greatefl probability 
of fuccefs ; but how far it might be likely 
\o fill ii^ain from the ruptured veflels (by 
which the fluid became extravafated) , is a 

. matter 
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matter that muft entirely depend upon the 
refult of th^ experiment. 



SHOEING, 

AND 

MANAGEMENT of the FEET. 

The Feet, as the very bafis of the frame 
gnd inftruments of adion, may, with the 
ftrifteft propriety, be deemed a fubjecl of 
equal if not fuperior importance to any 
jhat can poflibly come before us ; and it is 
not only a circumftanee of extreme regret, 
but matter of admiration, that if Ihould 
feem they are abfolutely lefs attended to, 
and in general (with fome few exceptions) 
^orle ihod, if pojfible^ in the Capital, thaa 
in many other parj:s of the kingdom^ , 

This paradoxical declaration may per- 
haps be candidly explained, at leaft fairly 
and impartially accounted for, by taking a 
concife view of the practice in moft of the 
fhops appropriated to that purpofe. As it 
Jias been before found neceflary to obferve^ 

M 3 fo 
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fo it becomes direftly in point to rcptat^ 
that unfortunately for the animal we treat 
on, Smiths, Grooms, and the lonver order 
of Operative Practitioners have never 
yet been (and in all probability never will 
be) remarkable for zny Jiriking efFufionsof 
TENDERNESS, arifing from a fuperflux of 
refined fenfations. 

Admitting this, and' that they were proi* 
bably deftined by a fuperior Power %o make 
others feel much more than to feel themr 
felves^ we fiipprefs fuch remarks as natu- 
rally arife and might be introduced, to 
make room for plain unembellilhed rea- 
foning, why the art of Shoeing (which 
Ihould be the firft and moft diftinguifliing 
mark of excellence) is fo JJjamefulIy exe- 
cuted^ fo wretchedly negle^ed^ as to com-» 
pletely Inin the feet of a great number of 
excellent horfes, in a very few fJooeings 
after their firft appearance amongft the 
VuLCANi anProficients of ^he Metropolis? 

That this affertion may not bear the 
accufation of conjeEiure^ but carry with it 
the unfullied fandliou of veracity, let us 

advert 
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advert only to, the ftate of the feet of fuch 
horfes as we happen to obferve ftanding in 
the ftreets in our common pedeftrian ex- 
curfions ; where, upon the moft moderate 
calculation, we fliall find at leaft one third 
entirely thrown upon the toe^ without half 
a heel to ftand upon : — z, very palpable and 
incontrovertible reafbn, why there are fb 
many more horfes with broken knees to be 
daily feen in and round the city of London, 
than in any other part of the Kingdom. 

.The caufe of this general deficiency is 
not to be attributed fo much to the want of 
JUDGEMENT as thc want of difcretion^ 
which evidently refts upon a point that has 
moft probably never been confidered ; at 
any rate, never fubmitted to the teft of 
public refleftion, and may perhaps receive 
fbme elucidation from the following re- 
cital of fafhionable fadts. It is univerfally 
known to thofe in the habits of equcftrian 
obfervation, that the Smiths and Farriers 
in extenfive praftice are too anxioufly con- 
cerned in matters of magnitude, to attend 
ferfonally or minutely to what (in shoeing) 

M4 they 
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they conceive to be a mere mechanical 
procefs, and ot little or no confequence^ 

The necejitous Master is generally co- 
gaged in an arduous undertaking of a dif- 
ferent kind, amufing himfelf with a pot of 
porter in one hand, a Jug of crank in the 
other, at the neareft houfe of hofpltality^ in 
fervile attachment to Coachman or 
Groom ; indulging earneft hope and full 
confidence that they i^^ill upon all occafionj 
gratefully endeavour (as good and faithful 
fervants) to promote his intereft in return. 
In both cafes fo oppofite in their diftin^ 
caufes, the efFeft is ftill the fame ; for the 
journeymen in either abfolutely become 
the principals, and a(9:ing without dictation 
or controul, proceed as whim^ — capricej-^ 
crueltyy or ill-nature may fuggeft or in- 
fluence ; cynically conceiving, they are by 
the feverity of their fituations, compelled 
to earn a livelihood '' by the fweat of their 
brow," t:hey fee with the jaundiced eye of 
difcontent, are feldom difpofedto be eafily 
pleafed, and bare civility can rarely be ex- 
pefted from them, without the all-feduciqg 
piedium o^ pecuniary iqterpofition. 

Fraught 
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Fraught with the common place idea 
that " fervitude is no inheritance/* that 
they ff may be here to day and gone to- 
morrow,'' and having no reputation of 
their own to fupport, they grow totally in- 
' (enable to their Master's ; in fuch ftate of 
. fullen indifFerencp they take up the foot^ 
ha/f uncHnch .the nails, and then tear off 
tiie fhoe with a fudden and powerful 
wrench on each fide, as tho' it was the de* 
termined intent to feparate the hoof from 
the coffin^ or the coffin from the coronary 
bone at alingle exertion. 

■ • « 

This effeded, the profejjtonal appetite Is 
eagerly afloat fpr devaftation, and the but- 
TERis (fo freqMcntly Jharpene J for the pur- 
pofe), that pafllve enemy to the efforts of 
pature becomes the proftituted inftrument 
of mceffanj: deftruftion. Here it may be 
peceffary to obferve (by way of rendering 
the matter better underftood), that in ge- 
neral practice, the gradational ihades of 
fub ordination, are coi^itemptuoufly adhered 
to, even in the flipp of la common shoeing 
SMITH, to the palpable injury of the animal 
gnd fhe public. For iuftance, the taking 

off 
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off the (hoc, the clearing o\xt ^cfoot, and 
the ACT of SHOEING is the office of the 
inferior % while the ** fireman,** who is 
the fuperior^ is only the ** fitter out, ** and 
having {o done reli^quiihes bis part of the 
bufinefs ; declining, by cuflom, the very 
diftinft office, where all the danger is, and 
in avoiding which all the excellence de- 
pends, viz. the FORMATION of theyiw/, and 
the SETTING on the shoe. 

On the contrary, the official fiibordinate 
(vvhofe qualifications we have previoufly 
analized) having taken off the Jhoe in the 
way already defcribed, proceeds to a difplay 
of his MANUAL DEXTERITY in the art <A 
cutting ; the two firft flrokes generally take 
away a pretty large portion from each ex* 
tremity of the heel^ where nature has been 
peculiarly kind in forming a firm and fub- 
ftantial bafis for the weight and aftion of 
the frame (he has fo beautifully formed. 

To this leading ftep of inftrumental def- 
t ruction, fucceed a profufion of flourifhes 
equally oppojite to the great caufe of con- 
fiflency fo evidently pointed out by the 

llAYS 
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RATS of XEA50X, zzi ccsfirmed bv the 
great volmne cfcBSEXv AST experience. 
The pavement b almoll inilantaneoiiily 
covered with lufficient proofs of expeditious 
execution,- — the cuter sole and frog 
equally contribute to the £hew of excellence 
in the op^rat^r^ — ^and a greater feparatlon 
of PARTS is frequently made vixfrce minutfSy 
than all the enbrts of nature are adequate to 
the talk of reltorino: in as manv months. 

In direc!: proof of this aflertion let us ad- 
vert for a moment to what follows xhtfajh^ 
ionable jllces of solid hoof taken from the 
extreme points of the heel, (where it fhould 
ieem thefe expert operators aflFeCl to be- 
lieve NATURE has eorregiouflv erred in 
placing too much^ and trace with " the 
mind's eye," the procefs of the operation, 
and the progrefs of the butteris at the fame 
time ; when we (hall inftantly recolleft 
thofe repeated parings of the outer sole, 
that fo evidently deprive the inner of its 
proteftion. The frog is equally doomed 
to a variety oi amputative flourifhes^ and the 
fharp corners of the deftruftive inftrument 
^re fo often and fo dangeroufly iniinuated 

within 
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within the centrical cleft of that part, that 
a foundation is very frequently laid for fuch 
fevere and inveterate thrujhesj that nothing 
but time ;jnd a regeneration of parts caq 
obliterate. 

This part of the bufinefs called ^* clcart 
ing out the foot,'* having been gon(5 
through without controul from either 
MASTER or foreman^ the fetf ing of the fho^ 
is generally concluded with a fimilar degree 
of confiftency and collateral refpe£l to re- 
putation. The flioe having been previoufly 
fitted out by thcjimnanj (during the oper- 
ation of trimmings parings and rafping by 
his fubordinate) , is decifi vely thrown dowo 
as didiatorially applicable to the purpofe, 
and too large or too f mall is a matter of /of 
trifling a nature for reftification. .In veri- 
fication of the ancient adage, '* of two evil? 
chufe the leaft," the former is certainly 
the leaft evil of the two, and difplays in its 
appearance the only apology that can be 
made for the operator, who confidently and 
cunningly affures you, '* it was. left fo on 
purpofe, to give fufficient room for the 
growth of the hoof." 

On 
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On the contrary, fhould all his efforts in 
reducing the foot have ' rendered the (hoe 
too narrow in the extent of the web, or too 
Jhort at the heel, he reconciles fuch fuper- 
ficial inconvenience in a moment by the 
happy confolation *' of the foofs being 
much eafier fitted to the shoe, than the 
ftkO0. to the FOOT ;" and as his principal ob- 
je6l is the dtfpatch of bufinefs^ the (hoe is 
£et on without the nice and necefTary at- 
tention to the hne of difcrimination be- 
tween the OUTER SOLE and the wall or 
truft of the hoof, for want of which fo 
much mifchief enfues, and fo many ex- 
cellent horfes are conftantly f^en hobbling 
to be drejl at the different petty /hops of the 
Metropolis. 

' Admittingr the (hoe to have been thus 
fet (as is without exaggeration frequently 
the cafe) the foot then becomes fitted to 
the SHOE, by the friendly intervention of 
the rafp and cutting knife^ both which 
render their afliftance to take away all 
•fupcrjiuous projcSiions of the hoof, beyond 
the outer edge of the (hoe ; thereby forming 
a FOOT perfectly adequate to the wants, and 

well 
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well adopted to the compreiheniion of thofc 
EQiJESTniAU yejffaf^ies with which the roads 
round the Metropolis are fo plentifully 
impregnated- 
Heaving, with the firiciteft adhefion to 
truth, given fuch accurate outlines of the 
prefent fyftem as will be readily fubfcribed 
to by every experienced and unbiafTed ob- 
ferver, it becomes unneceflary and would 
appear fuperfluous, to animadvert farther 
upon thai part of the fubjeft, than merely 
to introduce liich remarks as become un- 
avoidable to prove ^^Mt Jolly and inconjijienc^ 
of a MODE of SHOEING recommended, and 
in {oxxi^ faint degree brought into ufe by an 
ALIEN to THIS COUNTRY, (under a tempo- 
rary celebrity,) who to Iport a paradox of 
VERACITY, died jufi in time to fave his 

REPUTATION. 

However, ftrange this circumftance may 
appear, it is too ftridly qorre6l for the 
ftrongeft and moft able of his advocates to 
controvert ; fo true it is, Gallic theory will 
but ill accord with English practice. 
Nor would even an oblique allufion to the 

latter 
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latter unlucky occurrences of his life have 
been made upon paper, but tljat they be- 
come fo immediately inftrumental (by 
their errors) to eftabliih fuch chain of 
principles upon the propriety^ the can^ 
Jijiency.j in fa6l, the very excellence of 
SHOEING, that no theory can weaken^ — no 
SOPHISTRY contaminate^ — no assertion 
difprove^ — or any dictatorial difquifition 
nvipe away. 

Setting at defiance any accufation of in- 
tentional ambiguity, it becomes candidly 
proper to ftate, that in the laft few weeks 
of the life of the profeffional gentleman al- 
luded to, difappointment and mortification 
frequently fucceeded each other ; and the 
celebrated concave Jhoe doomed fuch num- 
bers (particularly tender footed horfes) to 
pain, difquietude, and palpable lamenefs, 
that they were gladly configned by many of 
their opulent and diftinguiflied owners, 
from the fcene of temporary celebrity, to a 
variety of eftablifhed praftitioners for 
immediate relief, and a future infurancc of 
fafety. 

It 
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It is a Well known hAi that the prefs has 
in the coiirlc of a few years onlfj produced 
fuch a fucceliion of Tm&s upon the Art of 
Shoeing, that it is very natural to con- 
clude, if one tenth part had been atten-^ 
tively read, that has beenyW/r/o/^ written, 
it ought long ere the prefent periody to 
have reached the very summit of Perfbcj 
TiON, and rendered totally unneccffary airy 
farther inveftigation of the fubjeft. The 
truth muft be candidly admitted, too much 
theoretic abftrufity, -^ too mtich affe£lcd 
fublimity,-— too much technicarphrafeology 
has been introduced ^ (as influenced by the 
feelings or motives of the different writers) 
to render the matter a fubjedl of even Pro- 
feffional attraftion ; more particularly when 
it is perfeftly within recoUedlion, that one 
half of thdfe who Ihould become the in- 
ftruments of reform, carCt^ and the other 
half won^t read : — fo that little chance or 
hope of IMPROVEMENT cau be expefted, 
but by the exertions of thofe who being in- 
dividually interefted in the event, conde* 
fcend to a general and perfevering efFort of 
perfonal inculcation. 

Some 
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Some of thefc Authors who have pro- 
babJjLwr///^^ much and rode but little, 
are extravagantly fond of the idea, that 
** horfes can go without fhoeing at all ;'" 
and altho' they have urged its propriety 
with the full force of their energy, it may 
be boldly affirmed they never yet made one 
permanent convert to the prafticci Others 
have as Hdiculoufly recommended the 
*^ half-moon fhoe," which covering only 
half the foot^ leaves the remainder without 
a fupporty eveh where the weight of the 
animal mqji requires it* 

To cavil with the opinions or promulga- 
tions of others, is not the objedl of the Au- 
thor, was he fo inclined, he might extend 
his remarks very i)eryfar beyond the limits 
of the.prelent pages ; itmuft therefore fuf- 
fice to offer fuch 'remarks (affiflcd by the 
annexed plate of Shoes in general ufe at 
his own Farriery) as may concifely tend to 
eflablifh the criterion of ease and safety. 

^» 

Upoa the original ftate of the Foot it is 
only neceflary to obferve, that nature 
has in general done her own work too well 

N to 
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to require much reftification. Ifhat there 
is feme difference in the conformatioti, the 
texture, (if it may be To termed) and the 
excellence of the various fubjefts, cannot 
be denied ; and it is equally true, that a 
proper degree of care and necefiary cir- 
cumfpc6lion, will (without a profufion of 
cuttings parings and raffing) \n a very fevir 
months totally repair thofe injuries, and 
regenerate thbfe devajiations that fo evi- 
dently ** denote a foregone conclufion.'* 

Experience daily convinces us, that nei- 
ther the internal formation or external ap- 
pearance of every horfe*s foot is the fame, 
and confequently that fome little variation 
mufl: be introduced in the management; 
dependent however in accuracy upon the 
JUDGEMENT and difcriminating powers of 
the OPERATIVE AGENT, who may take the 
diftinguifhing traits of confiftency from 
the following remarks. : 

The toes fhould never be permitted by 
growth to attain in length an unnatural 
proportion ; nor on the contrary ihould 
they (as is too much the cuftom) be (b 

much 
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much iiedoccd bw dse fsiiD^ Varg, 2r i^ 
render the inicitiaii c£ 11^ -si'Jt ^zsszzr «£ 
danger in the c iiaL , (cc v^ of rsie liaoc]^ 
where there ibosld be il^^zj^ jsfi fi 
fpace, without eves z pr:x« 




injury to the edge q£ tike i^Tsrr iVie 

matter that not oolj iz^B^iirziiy 

Very frequently docs ha^o ca, ii]i=:a rr a 

want of necefiary care ^"" -^ ' 

hoof is wantonly or 

round too near the quicL. 

The better to demoniinte ^nifyittm^ 
for the advantage of thc^ who rasj for 
years have kept faorie»9 bet never cooccmtd 
themielves in their iatetv, kt ns for a mo* 
ment advert to the bottom of the £cioC^ 
where we ihall inftantiy obCerve, that Xa« 
TURK abiblutely £eem> to have interdled 
herfelf in the proficitmcy of the Anx^ by 
voluntarily holding forth infirodtuHii £x 
the execution. In dired proof of this £ap^ 
poiition, we find the line o£ amtkclatioh 
4iftia^ly formed between the wall of the 
iioof (where <mly the nail; arc to be ia« 
ferted) and the outer HolCf (which h the 
intermediate (pace between the £rog ami 

Nz the 
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the feat of iiifertion) holding forth a pal- 
pable injunftion to the madverteiit, ** so 
FAR fhall you go and no farthei.'* 

This fliould be a very predominant confi- 
deration why the hoof fhould never be un- 
necejfarily reduced ; becaufe every reduSion 
however trifling, cither by parings cuttings 
or rafpingy lays open a larger field for dan- 
ger^ by gradually taking away the original 

means of safety. So great is the variety 
of opinions in refpeft to shoeing, and fb 
diverfified our difpofitions (as influenced by 
caprice y pride ^ or Jingularity) that one ge- 
neral and established mode of flioeing, 
adapted to the different feet of the different 

fubje£ls we cannot, at leaft in the prefent 
age of refined folly y expeft to fee ; but if 
there is one aflurance that can be tranfinitted 
to the Public with greater claim to atten- 
tion than another y it is, that from the firft 
embarkation of the Author in xh^fervice 
of the Public^ more than two years fince, 
(and conftantly (hoeing for more than two 
hundred fubfcribers,) not ^fingle horfe has 
htcn pricAed, lamedj or fuftained an injury ; 
which circumftance is only promulgated to 

juftify 
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juftlfy the privilege of laying before the 
Public^ iuch mpde^ as feems entitled, by 
its reputation^ to their approbation and 
imitation. 

I n^ay here venture to affirm, that it is 
not abfolutely ncceffary for any man to ac- 
quire anatomical knowledge of the ftruc- 
ture of the Foot, before he is quaUfied to 
-dire6l in what rational wav be chufes to' 
have his (hoe formed or fixed. A general 
knowledge is for him fufficient ; it will 
Suffice, that he is w^ell informed of the ge- 
neral points, — that the Foot is not per- 
mitted (by growth) to extend itfelf to au 
enormous and preternatural length at the 
tocy — that the heel is not to be narrowed 
down on either, or both fides with the rafp^ 
or fliced away at the extreme points with 
the butteris^-^xhzt the outer fole is not un- 
mercifully pared away to rob the inner of 
its pROTECTiON,*-^that the web of the shoe 
is properly adapted to the breadth of the 
foot, — that the heel of the (hoe is long 
enough to prevent indentation, and tsoide 
enough to admit the gradual growth at the 
HEELS — with a ftrift injunction that each 

N 3 point 



i8i SHOEING, AiTD 

point of the heel of the horfc, ftands di- 
reftly upon the center of the heel of each 
web of the flioc, 

This latter remark becomes the more 
Heceflary, when it is re-confidered, that 
great tendemefsj if not palpable lameness, 
18 frequently caufed by the (hoes being 
formed too fhort, as well as too narrow at 
the heels ; where the extreme points of thci 
hoof not having proper and fubftantiaj 
bearing, it may be obferved, that in % 
very few days the heels of the fhoe? 
continue to make gradual impreflion, 
and conftitute the very indention juft de- 
jfcribed upon the edge of the fole^ and di- 
xeftly over the line of union with the wall 
of the hoof : producing to a certainty upon 
repetition the firft formation of Corns, or 
in good found footed horfes, only a tempo- 
rary ftridurc or flight lamenefs, which is 
comnionly got rid of by removing the 
Ihoe. 

Corns are in general occafioned by this 
flovcnly mode of flioeing, much more than 
by any defed in Nature, and are permitted 

(by 
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(by a want of attention) to acquire a rigid 
callofity, approaching oiSfication, before 
the.leaft attempt is made for extirpation ; 
during which they become fo inflexibly 
firm and fixed in £heir bafis, that they are 
liot eafily to be eradicated, though great 
care and perfeverance will materially pro- 
joiote a mitigation^ if not eftablifh their 
CURE. To efFe6l either of thefe the only 
certain mode is, to reduce the rigid pro- 
perty of the part as much with the drawing 
knife as is confiftent with lafety, and the 
thicknefs of ihe sole will admit ; care- 
fully obferving not to penetrate the part too 
deeply J thereby conftitutmg a protrufion of 
the INNER SOLE, which would inevitably 
render the remedy worfe than the disease. 

When the harji and horny fubftance is 
thus carefully extradled as much as the 
jiature of the furrounding parts will ad- 
mit, let the entire deftrudiun of the ori- 
ginal formation of defed: be attempted, by 
the occafional infinuation of a few drops of 
Oil of Vitriol^ Spirit of ^ea Salt^ or fingle 
Jiqua Fortis over the furface ; this will 
leffedually fupprefs a renewal pf this prsfent 

N4 growth^ 
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growth J and may, if neccffary, be occafii 
oiially repeated to prevent ^% future. 

There is a defe6t in certain horfes, callM 
cuTf ING, either before, behind, or both, 
which is by the owners generally attributed 
to an error in fhoeing ; tho' it is very fre- 
quently the efFeft of natural formation, and 
occafioned by a weaknefs in the paftern 
joints, particularly where the fubjeft is 
obferved to turn out the toes. It cannot be 
denied but it fometimes happens in con- 
fequence of an indifferent mode of (hoeing, 
particularly where the shoe is evidently too 
njoide in the heel^ or an unnecefTary weight 
of iron affixed to the foot; the mode of 
reftification in all which muft depend upon 
the eye^ the hand^ and the superior judge- 
ment of the operator, the particular 
points being too tmly conditional to admit 
of defcription, thro' the medium of either 
the pen or the prefs. 

It will perhaps appear fingular to hold 
forth an idea, that may not hitherto have 
been either much conceived or much fup^ 
ported ; but it cannot be either unreafon- 

able 
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able or unnatural to fuppofe the defe£l of 
cutting has been ocafioned in many horfes 
by conftant arid fevere riding when too 
young ; of which there arc not wanting 
inftances of corroboration, by adverting 
to the very circumftances of their never 
repeating it when a year or two oldef\ 

It is alfo equally confident in rcfleftion 
to conceive, that many a valuable fubjedt 
has been compulfively brought to this ftate, 
by long^ repeated J and unmerciful journies ; 
with the weary legs warping and twitting 
vmder the impatient weight of a humane 
Master, or the galling fpur of an honejl ^ 
fervant\ who on the following morning are 
fo totally forgetful of their own indifcre- 
tions, and the exhaufted ftate of nature in 
the animal, that they become clamorous 
expoftulants with the Smith, endeavouring 
to fix upon him the Jiigmay that they alone 
are fo eminently entitled to. 

It becomes here dire6lly neceflary to ob- 
ferve, that the annexed Plate of the 
Shoes in ufe at the Receptacle, is intro- 
duced merely to communicate the general 

principle 
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principle of Shoeing with icientific neat- 
ness, EASE, and SAFETY ; fubjed to fuch 
trivial variations, as defe£ls or contingen- 
cies may require ; adhering only to the 
plain and incontrovertible fyftem of con- 
fiftency, evidently perceptible upon a view 
of the ihoes fo accurately reprefented. 

It will here be found, that the fiat and 
rven furface of the " front'* is rationally 
calculated to corrcfpond with the Foot in a 
ftate of nature, and to come into the more 
uninterrupted contaft with the furface of 
the earth ; on the contrary, the *^ back 
view'* holds forth a direft line for an 
equal bearing of the hoof, into which only 
the infertion of the nails can be made with 
fafety ; while the concave part a6is as a 
powerful protedtor to the outer sole of 
the foot, where no bearing upon the iron 
(hould, or can take place without a chance 
of immediate lamenefs. 

Thcfe shoes being fubmitted to public 
infpedion as criterions of excellence, they 
become fubjed only to fuch little difference 
in formation, as the fize of the foot may 

require 
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require, in either enlarging or contrafting 
the whole, and narrowing or widening the 
web of the flioe in proportion to the weight 
of iron the horfe is calculated to carry, as 
well as what may be neceffary to infure 
the prefei-vation of the foot. Steeling at 
ihe TOE is a matter of the greateft utility, 
particularly to weak and tbin footed horfes, 
{as 'yvell as to thofe who have been fo un- 
feelingly reduced at the heels ; as they (by 
Jafting fo much longer in wear) prevent 
iuch frequent repetition of shoeing, and 
confequently give greater time for the de- 
iirable growth of every part of the hoof* 

Upon the fubjeft of " corking " (as it is 
called), or raifing the (hoes at the heels, 
fbmething requires to be introduced; to 
thofe in the ferious habits of rumination it 
muft have afforded this obfervation, parti- 
cularly in the ftreets of the Metropolis, that 
altho*, according to the affertions of fome^ 
iuch corking may keep the fubje£l from 
flipping, yet where the prominencies in 
the pavement are fo numerous, how in- 
eeflant muft be the (hocks to the animal, 
where the projeftions in the (hoes and the 

(Iqucs 
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flones arc eternally coming in cental witb 
fo much force, and hdw painful muft be 
the fudden diflortions. Of the truth of 
thig fuggeftion there cannot be a gi^ter 
proof, than a iingte inftance of laft winter 
only, in the intenfe froft, when one of the 
iirfl: job and hackneymen in the Metropolis 
had shfohitely feventy horfes lame at the 
fame time. 

Two other flight remarks upon the ge-' 
neral fyjlem feem only neceflary previous 
to an entire difmiflal of this fubjeft ; one of 
which is, to recommend a total difufe of 
the erroneous cuftom of forming the groove 
(or fullering) in the web of the ihoe, nei- 
ther wide or deep enough to receive the 
head of the nail ; for the entire reception 
of which, fuch cavity was originally 
formed, though very feldom if ever ^ ren- 
dered fufficiently large for the purpofe it 
was intended. The difadvantage is this, 
not only eternally throwing the foot (upon 
a ilone pavement) into a variety of diflorted 
pofitions, but by the heads of the nails be- 
ing unequally highy they are fo inceflantly 
battered with adion, that the clinches are 

aU 
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all in z ftate of projedion in a few days, 
and fuch marks occafioned upon the fet- 
lock by cuttifjg^ that fbmetimcs they arc 
a great length of time before they arc 
obliterated. 

The other is to difcountenance the pre- 
vailing praftice of furniihing the horfc 
with a much wider web and a greater 
quantity of iron than the foot can pofiibly 
ftand in need of, as well as the forming a 
flioe with fuch a palpable convexity, 
arifing from the edge of the fhoe, all round, 
to conftltute an abfolute bulge in the 
center. It may, perhaps, in fome few 
cafes oi fiejhy footed horfes poffefs its points 
of utility, but never can be entitled to fuch 
general praAicc as we daily perceive in al- 
moft every smith's (hop in the Metropolis. 

By this convexity round the inner edge 
of the web, the fupport of the frame be- 
comes unequally partial, and even in the 
conftant weight of the horfe forms an op- 
pofition to its original purport; for the in- 
variable preiTure upon the centrical and 
projecting part of the (hoe only, muft con- 

' flitut;c 
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ftitute in the furrounding parts an evident 
counteradion, which being the feat of the 
nails infertion, the fafter the horfe moves 
and the harder he bears in adion, the more 
it muft tend to force the nails frcHn their 
bold^ and injures the hoof proportionally^ 
In fuch ftate we fee many draught horfcs 
limping through the ftreets^ tho' not abfo- 
lutely lame^ yet in fo great a degree of 
tenderttefs and dif quietude ^ that it were * * de* 
voutly to be wiflied " fo erroneous a mode 
could be univerfally abolifhed, where no 
one advantage can be obtained from it$ 
continuance. 

One opinion (hould bqcome general re- 
fpefting the time of shoeing, a matter 
that is too frequently protrafted by the con- 
temptible penury of one clafs, or too ofteu 
unncceffarily anticipated by the impatient 

career and unthinking extravagance of 
another ; the former permits an indentation 
of the Jhoe upon xhcfole^ as well as a pro- 
bable deftru6lion of the frog and introduc- 
tion of Tbrujh ; while the latter by its fre- 
cj^ucncy batters and breaks the hoof, (par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly if of the brittle kind) to a percep-* 
tible degree of injury. 

A fair and even going horfe will with 
moderate work carry his fhoes a Months and 
feldom. vary more than two days of that 
time at each want of fhoeing ; one of a 
contrary defcription, who beats out and 
wears the fhoes exceedingly at the toe, will 
go but a day or two over three weeks in 
fimilar conftant work ; with Jieeling they 
go about one third of the time over, which 
is more than compenfation for the trifling 
additional expence. 

Upon thi? fubjeft one more obfervation 
only becomes at all applicable to the pur- 
pofe, and that perhaps, if properly attended 
to, may poflefs an influence fuperior to the 
whole of what has been hitherto introduced; 
but as it has before appeared in print with 
the fan6lion of my name to recommend the 
pradice, 1 can only prefume to give it 
as a quotation from what has been fo 
highly honored with the ftamp of public 
approbation. 

*' Havmg 
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** Having for twenty jears previous to 
my prcfent embarkatioa in the iervice c^ 
the public, ever conlidered the cafe and 
Jafety of my horfes one of the leading com* 
forts of my life ; I beg permiffion to re- 
commend for their deliberative imitation, 
a part of my invariable cuftom, that hap- 
pily left me without an injury fuftained 
from Peeing for the number of years be* 
forcmentioned. This has always been, to 
let the manual operator (in faft the jour- 
neyman, whom I have ever confidered 
the MAIN SPRING of the machine,) enjojr 
feme pecuniary compenfation, in addition 
to the profefficnal emolument of the 
mafter; not more from a cohfcientious 
convi6lion of its being greatly merited by 
the trouble, care, and danger of flioeing 
refradlory and high fpirited horfes, than 
experimental demonftration, that G£N£- 
ROSITY, founded upon ih^ bajis of equity j 
will inevitably infure its own reward/* 

The trifling attention, the humane bene* 
fadlion of a cooling beverage, to allay thirft 
in the exceffive heat of fummer, or the fa- 
Jutary interpofition of an invigorating cor- 
dial 
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c ial, to counteraft the extreme fever ity of 
Jroji or /now in winter, are offices of kiad-^ 
nefs that in their vifible efFedl upon the 
hand and the hammer^ infure beyond a 
doubt the fafety of the horfe and the repu* 
tation of the owner. The philanthropic 
influence of " doing as you would be done 
tinto *' is repaid with the moft flattering 
intefeft; the fame care and attention be- 
flowed upon the feet in fhoeing, are ex- 
tended in general tendernefs to the fafety 
of the whole frame upon all other pro- 
fcffional occaiions 5 if refra£iory or vicious^ 
he is foothed by kindnefs, not provoked by 
violence; in fliort, whatever fatigue en- 
fues, whatever difficulty occurs, the exe- 
cution is cheerfully completed with a 
gra'teful and retrofpedive reference to the 
perfevering liberality of the mafter, who 
never can (it is evident under thefe confi- 
derations) better afcertain the fafety of his 
horfe, than by o«^of thofe voluntary tax-^ 
at ions that poor Sterne (whofc hand and 
heart invariably moved in unifon) in- 
ftinftively beflowed upon the wretched and 
the necejjitous* 

O Thus 
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au* far the ad and ART or ssoeing, 
.^ cii which fo much might be introduced, 
^.d the limits of this publicatioa pennit 
che extenlion ; that being impradicaUc, we 
proceed to make fuch remarks upon the 
farther management of the feet, as it is 
earneftly to be wiflied may be prodnftive of 
proportional utility. 

All thofe in the habits of obfervation, 
know the neceflity of defcending (in pur- 
chale) to a very nice and accurate exa- 
mination of the feet ; as well as how to 
diftinguifli between the excellence of a 
good found fubftantial blacky and a narrow 
heeled brittle white ; or a foft fpongy foot 
with a palpable projeftion of the Jo/e^ even 
beyond the wall or hoof that furrounds it# 
The firft of thefe is fo evidently the fupe- 
rior, that unlefs by fome bad management 
it feldom or ever becomes fubjeft to defeft. 
Not fo with thtfecond^ which is, by fome 
means or another, generally defeftive; if 
they happen not to be the (tztoi thrujhes 
(which nearly nine times in ten' is the 
cafe) they are fo remarkable for a want of 
natural adhefion, that the outer fole is 

eternally 
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eternally fcaling ofF and leaving the lower 
edges of the hoof without the mutual fup- 
f)ort expedied from each other; rendering 
the hoof liable to fplit and break with the 
infer tion of the nai/s only^ and is the very 
reafon why the feet of horfcs with whtti 
hoofs bear {o much the external appearance 
of being more battered and in wotfe flat® 
than any others that come before us. 

The latter is a preternatural Or uh^ 
common growth and enlargement of the 
flefliy or inner fole^ which by its own power! 
fo prefles upon the we^knefs of the outer ^ 
as to conftitute the prominence we fpeak 
of; this frequently exceeds in projeftiork 
the furrounding furface of the hoof itfelf^ 
and requires not only a. judicious eye and 
Ikilful hand in the operation of shoeing, 
but likewife fome ftable care and attention^ 
to affift in protnoting and encouraging the 
growth of the hoof (to overcome the pro- 
je6lien of the part already defcribed) by 
means that will hereafter be accurately 
explained. 

Q % A great 
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\ ^rcu.L variety of opinions have not only 
been promulgated from the prefs, but are 
in eternal verbal circulation, upon the pro- 
priety or impropriety of flopping, oiling, 
&c. the diiterent kinds of feet ; and lb true 
is the Icholaftic copy, 



*' Every fool's wife in his own conceit, 



9f 



That we find the Groom an echo of his 
Master, or the Master of his Groom^ in 
holding forth a long lift of irrational infd- 
libles^ without the happy power of com- 
municating a fingle scientific or sys- 
tematic remark, to ftrengthen their re- 
commendation or juftify their mode of 
adoption. 

Weil awnre of the great diverfity of opi- 
nions upon this topic, it can anfwer no 
fatisfi6lory purpofe to embark in the te- 
dious talk of counteraftlon ; but power- 
fully convinced of the numerous advantages 
arifing from long and attentive experience, 
when put in even a momentary competi- 
tion with dcluftve theory and deceptive 
SPECULATION, I cuii feel no hefitation in 

ftating 
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ftating the general praftice of my owK 
STABLES ; leaving to the induftry of the - 
READER to fuggejiy OX to colle8l from the 
various pages, (under different heads,) 
fuch deviations as different circumftances 
may render unavoidably neceffary. The 
falutary effefts of plentifully oiling and 
nightly stopping feet of the ^r/? ^xiAfecond 
defcription, are too fully confirmed by fteady 
perfeverance and accurate obfervation, to 
render oppofition (from any authority 
whatever,) worthy a moment's confider-* 
ation, or a condefcending reply. 

• The difference, upon examination, be- 
tween a hoof managed in this way, (parti- 
cularly in the hot and dry months of fum-. 
mer,) with one in ^ /lafe of nature, will 
evidently denote the advantage of fuch care 
^nd attention. Whenever they have occa- 
lion to be fhod, the hoof and outer fole of 
one is fure to be in a ftate of uniform pli- 
ability, ^nd of 'proper texture to bear fuch 
ufe of the inftruments as may be neceffary 
and unavoidable ; the other frequently in a 
harfli, brittly, irregular fcaling of thtfo/e, 
an inflexible rigidity of the hoof, accom- 

O 3 panicd 
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A greiv . »*^ith large and dry 

been pr ,7 each fide the frog, not 

in etci , jT in caufe or appearance to 

prict ^ . '^gio conftantly perceive in the 

&c v":*L^ a dry fummer ; when the 

is f^r-' 1^ iatb prove the contraftion of 

''^, Aave originated in a want of 

■*1.^; an abforption of which will 

^^ .jjv expand ^ncj diftend either one or 

admitting a plentiful impregnation of 

fjSit whole with what is called the droppings 

^{ (or fecond) Spermaceti Oil, to con- 

jcitute and fupport a regular growth of the 

hoof, fomething becomes neceffary upon 

the fubjedt of nightly ^(?/^/>/;/^; particularly 

where fo great a variety of opinions ever 

have, and probably ever will be fupported. 

Confcious of fuch contrariety proceeding 

perhaps from the perverfenefs of nature, 

and the not all being equally difpofed to be 

pleafed ; we (hall only lay down (without 

farther explanatory matterj as concifely as 

pofllble, iucli rules as have been found per- 

fccllv iliccef^ful with the different kinds of 

feet already defcribed. 

The 
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The found fubftaiitial black firm hoof 
firft mentioned, may be invariably ftoppe4 
with moift cow du7ig ( totally unmixed 
■with any other article ) collected from the 
fields, and kept in a stopping-box, with a 
wooden fpatula for that purpofe. 

' The white fcaling brittle hoof requires a 
peculiar and much more troublefome and ex- 
penfive mode of management. The (lopping 
to remedy which inconvenience (hould be 
made as follows : Take Bran, three dou- 
ble handfuls, Mutton Suet, two pounds, 
and fecond Olive Oil, one pint and half; 
melt the two laft over the fire and let them 
be well incorporated with the bran, 'till 
coldy and the feet flopped every or every 
other night, as the harfii and brittle {late of 
, the hoof and outer fole may require, 

The laft or foft, fpongy flefhy foot, (from 
its particular Jaxity) ftands in need of a ftill 
different treatment. Take Cow-Dung^ 
with its nioifture confiderably exhaled by 
the fun, or by being placed in a dry fpot, 
aiid frelh Horfe-Dung, equal parts ; let 
thcrnbe exceedingly well mixed togetLerj 

O 4 and 
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and then ftir in as nnuch' good White Wine 
Vinegar, or old Verjuice as will render if 
of a proper confiftence for conftant nightly 
life. Having gone through, with as much 
precifion as the limited confines of this 
Compendium can poflibly adtnit, fuc|i 
mode of management as with propriety ap- 
pertains to the FEET ; we come now to 
what is of at leaft matter of equal mag- 
KiTUDE, and proceed to confider the various 
defeds of 



The eyes, 

Upon which it has been the invariable 
cuftom, with moft writers, to introduce fq 
much profeffional dilquifition and technical 
phrafeology, fhall now be divefled of fuch 
ambiguous jargon ; and the fubjed be brought 
nearer to the flandard of general compre- 
henfion, that it may, as it ought, be a httle 
better underwood- To render this the more 
effectual, we will pafs over as unnecelTary, 
Anatomical Structure (equally abftrufe 
and wonderful) and without further pre- 
lude proceed to a plain unembellifhed de^ 

fcription 
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fcription of fuch defeEis as frequently occur, 
'with fuch extemporaneous means of relief, 
as juftly ftand the higheft in eftimatioii ; 
carefully adhering to the original intent of 
rendering the elucidation equally adapted to 
the conception of " The Gen leman, — 
The Farmer, — The Groom, — and The 
Smith/' 




To do this with the greater pftrSability 
jof fuccefs, all complex and remote ailu- 
iions fhall be carefully avoided; that a llib- 
jed: of fo much confequence in conftant 
praftice, may have the advantage of every 
^nprovement, and fuch improvement 
broug-ht into univerfal circulation, for the 
promotion of a general good. Diseases 
and pEFECTS of the eyes, are evidently and 
properly reducible to a very few diftiuiS 
^eadi, as 

1. Inflammation from Cold, or ex- 
ternal injuries. 

2. A thickening of any one coat or HU- 
jLfouR of the Eye. 

3. A 



, :rn:rring the entire Orb of 



^^uiTToaal Loss of Sight, by a 
. J7i ^:r!.(or nmfrejjion upon) the Op- 

^tf nril, if from a blow^ generally di(^ 

..;o itieif by fwelling, in proportion to 

-w ;"urce with which the blow was given ; 

.^ is accompanied by a difcharge oi ferum^ 

c:caded with gieat heat and confidcrablc 

Horfes it is fuppofed {^mi it is natural to 
conclude erroneoufly) are feverely attacked 
in the Eyes from the efFeft of Cold ; but 
were we to decide with unfullied imparti* 
allity, we might attribute fuch appearances 
to the interpojing power of the back of the 
Curry-comb or Brujh^ equally handy to 
beftow the indignant blow o( revenge ^ upon 
any little excitement of diflike or refent- 
ment. Nor is this obfervation the refult 
of conje£lurc alone, it having been too fre- 
quently confirmed by obfervation ; to re- 
concile which the better, to thofe who do 

not 
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not enter into the minutise of human occur- 
rences with fo much accuracy, it may not 
i)e inapplicable to ftrengthen the circum-^ 
ftance with a confident remark, — that if 
fuch defeB fliould have been occafioned by 
Cold, it is moft probable both Eyes would 
fufFer ; when on the contrary, nine times 
out of teny we find one Eye only affedled. . 

Pafling over this oblique hint as a matter 
more worthy the future inveftigation or 
thofe GENTLEMEN who do not condcfcend 
to fuperintend their fervants^ than thofe 
who do ; we come to the mode of treat- 
ment to be adopted, which in almoft every 
cafe without exception, will be found pro- 
du6live of the moft expeditious relief. If 
the injury fuftained is pofitively afcertained 
to have originated in a blow^ or from any 
other external caufe, the leading ftep to aa 
early redudion of temporary inflammation 
is by an immediate bleeding, in proportion 
to the fize of the horfe, and the circum- 
ftances of the cafe. After which let the 
eye and furrounding parts be gently bathed 
with a fmall piece of tow, plentifully im- 
pregnated 
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pregnatcd with the following Lotion, for a 
few minutes, three times a day. — Take 

Goulard's Extraft of Satuni, one hundred 
and fifty drops. 

Camphorated Spirits of Wine, four tea 
Ipoonsful; mix, then add of rain or 
pond Water, half a pint, wine meafure, 
and ihake well together at each t^mc 
of ufing. 

Should fuch inflammation of the eyes be 
perceptibly the efFe£l of '^ cold, and ob- 
ftru6ted pcripiration," bleed immediately 
as beforementioned, and for farther in- 
flru£lions, refefence muft be made to the 
early part of the work, (p. 22,) where par- 
ticulars will be found under that head. 

A creamy cloudinefs, pervading the 
whole orb of the eye, is exceedingly com- 
mon with horfes deemed otct of co^iditiofty 
particularly thofe who have fome time 
lubfifted upon indifferent aliment; by 
which means the blood has acquired a 
fizey vifcidity, and the circulation a lan- 
guor that impedes the action of the fluids 

and 
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and conftitutes obftruftions in the finer 
veflels, where the impetus, or propuliion 
receives the leaft fupport. To unload the 
veflels by a moderate bleeding is the prepa- 
ratory ftep; to ftimulate the fecrctions by a 
Ihort courfe of '' Diuretic Balls/* (either 
mild or Jirong^ according to the flate of 
your horfe,) every other morning, is the 
next coniideration ; and to promote a gen- 
tle difcharge from the overloaded veflels of 
the eye, that the paflages may be perfedly 
cleared from the obfl:ru6lions, (before they 
acquire a fl:agnant rigidity,) are the dire6l 
and fyftematic means by which relief is to 
be obtained* — ^To expedite which, Take 

White Vitriol, thirty grains. 
Sugar of Lead, twenty grains. 
Camphorated Spirits, half an ounce. 
Spring Water, half a pint* 

Rub the two firfl: articles exceedingly fine 
in a glafs mortar, add the Water by de- 
grees, and laftly the Camphorated Spirits ; 
with a fmall ivory fyringe throw a tea 
xpoonful into each eye (if both are afFeftcd^ 
every night and morning. 

A FILM 
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pregnated wit'. . . ^ , 

r • --^e 0R3 of the 

tew nimuic>, .. , ^ 

le not only from 

^ , ., .: alio from a fiic/i 

. ichman s whip fat 

^ * ..::cdingly expert in 

.:wir minute touch or 

rointed inftrument; in 

Li'crve a white Ipeck at 

l.ed the feat of infer tlon^ 

-.^T^afes 'till the pupil of 

. .riv obfcured: and a variety 

^ .- t occurred in pradice, 

...:•;:: f.Im has been obliterated 

..L>, .V a month, by no other 

. ? -Tj/ cr extei'naly but the 
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from what is called 
' walling of the Optic 
.\? :ill the accumulated 
; iVrce of the faculty, 
> !i:.ike oft their load of 
.'• will acknowledge, 
. \-. :i y-''^^/*-' cafe of this 
v^::o of the innumerable 

ihe Materia Me* 
.i.i*:-i:ttcd, that not more 

than 



• ^ . < • 



i 



OF THE EYES- ao7 

than two years fince, a gentleman, de- 
I'ervedly high in the eftimation of the 
PUBLIC, as well for his flrenuous endea- 
vours, as his profeflional pre-eminence, 
had indulged a hope that Mercurial* 
would prove 2,fpecijic^ and every advantage 
would have been derived from their infalli- 
bility. So confcious were his friends of 
his havino[ difcovered this philosopher's 
stone, that they re-echoed his fliccels in. , 
every part of the Metropolis; unfortu- 
nately for thofe interefted in £b happy a 
difcovery, one relapfe upon another (fol- 
lowed with TOTAL blindness) ferved only 
to convince us, that when combating with 
the difpenfations of a Superior Power^ 
however we may ** endeavour to dsfcrvCf 
we cannot command fuccefs.** 

This peculiar kind of blindnefs is by ne 
means fudden, but may be perceived im- 
pending long before its final termination; 
and is, even to a flight obferver, imme- 
diately difcernible by a contraction in the 
brow, and a vifible indentation in the 
centre of the eye-lid, juft above the orb* 
This may to a certainty h^^t^mt^incurablcy 

in 
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in oppofition to every expenfive endeavour 
or fcientific difquifition upon the fubjeft. 
There is alfo another kind of cafe, exceed- 
ingly common, feldom enlarged upon by 
any preceding writer, and hitherto re- 
maining unexplained. It is where the 
object goes totally and almoft fuddenly 
blind; but without any film, difcolouration, 
or dirtinguifliing trait by which the defed 
may be obferved, unlefs by thofe who arc 
in the habit of making nice examination* 
As no caufe has been affigned for fuch 
cafe, no name has been annexed to it, I 
have, therefore, in every inftance, termed 
it ** a folution of continuity," from a con- 
viflion that it is originally a relaxation^ arid 
ultimately a rupture of fome one of the 
interior coverings of the orb; relief in 
which is very much beyond the utmoft ef- 
fort of art to efFcft. 



FOMENTATION, and its EFFECTS. 

The repeated occafions we fhall have to 
recommend this procefs, renders it neceffary 
to introduce fome few remarks upon its 

UTILITY, 
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UTILITY, a matter, that has hitherto been 
but Ac///^? agitated, :and \lefs: brought into 
life. Whettxeri thiaraay he attributed to an 
habitual indolence;;, xkfrnfeffional ohjiinacy 
in VuLCANiAN PRACTXCEL,: it may not be 
ftriftly proper for me'tDidrecide r»but cer- 
tain it is, and it will be univerfally admitted, 
that in the' general occurrences d£ ?the ^ day, 
ivi SHOPS divAJheds of the £rft eminence, fo 
extraordinary an operation as the fimple:-/f5 
of FoKrarNTiNG, is hardly ever heard of* 
The true ft ate of the cafe is thtS', the felec- 
tion of t^e ^i-^jr^ the 'boiling of ; the decodiony 
and the ; patient, infer of the. fomentation, 
conftitute a. pcoceis tcio ceremonious, and 
too replete with medical minutiae, for the 
fub lime genius f^ the inteJlejSlual brilliancy j 
and perjhfial volatility of any practitioner 
of the Old School ; who, relying more 
upon the penetrative power of inflammatory 
fpirits and cauterizing oils, than any lenient 
modes of mitigation, can never condefcdiS 
to derive advantage from the more enlight- 
ened page of experimental inftru£lion. 

Notwithftanding this determined Jlerility^ 
this declaration of war againft improvement ^ 

P it 
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in oppofition to c -^fol"'« charity to 

or fcientific d^ ^ifible force the necef- 

There is alfr .-« » P^dicc, that of all 

ingly corr .omife more genera/ utilLy 

^„ . :oiaii£tion6d in the whole 

any prr 

main 

■ I - * 

obi' 

t / ..iculous and cofttemptible pradicc 

.^.nag in hot oils ^'^ to every injury, 

auienefsy every laceration ixithout 

..'jn^ is too abfurd to admit a fingle line 

;.iimadyei*fioh ; the cullonx:i3 :now too 

,u known, and biecbming too generally 

^ouccd, to require here the reprobation to 

v%-iich it is fo ferioufly entitled. . 

Blistering is likewife a favourite re* 
vwc^yjirji reforted to, by thofe, who eagerly 
I'clzing the anchor of Hope, omit the ne- 
I'cflarv talk of deliberation, and forget to 
dlftinguilh between a tendinous lamenefs and 
a ligamcntary diftortion. Thefe errors arc 
too Icandalous and too notorious to be paffed 
over without remark, and too ferious not 
to be guarded againll by the too credulous 
owners of horlcs of value, particularly 

when it is declared from unequivocal au- 
thority, 
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at hof (es have been very * fre- 
atid haftily blijiered in one purt^ 
. the LAMENESS has been decifively 
jved in another. 

Such a variety of inftances have occured 
within the laft twelve months, that it is 
\ dmpoffible to refift the prefent recolledion 
* -and communication ; particularly of two 
recent and fingular cafes, one of which, 
(an Officer's horfe) had been thrice bliftered 
in tht fetlock joint behind, tho' the injury 
was evidently in the roundbone ; and the 
dther had been placed upon a bar Jhoe^ wet 
clay^ &c. by the mdft eminent praftition'ers 
of the prefent day, for a defe£i in xhtfootj 
tho' it was a palpable lameness of the. 

AHOULDERw 

Thus feeing the ill effefts of a too hafty 
decifion, it fhould be the firft care, and it 
is tnoft vearneftly recommended to the pro- 
feffion in general, never to hazard a tod 
eager- predidion,- either upon the case or its 
CURB. To a- man of fpirit it is a fingular mor- 
tification to have faid to-davy what his own 
error compels^him to contradi6l to-morrow; 
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or to implicate a promife that he feck him-' 
felf unable tc>perform^-^z failing that is be- 
come as it were aa intuitive badge of the 
profeflion. 

Thefe obfervations have been brought 
forward, as introduftory matter to a few 
remarks upon the falutary efFeds and great 
advantages derived from the ufc of Fomen- 
tations, in direft confirmation of the idea 
previoufly fuggeftcd, that the ** declaratioii 
of war" againft improvement in. practice, 
is the rcfult of habitual indolence ; in de- 
clining any preparation produ6livc of per- 
fonal trouble, when fo many old /landing 
prefcriptions can be extemporaneoujly and 
cheaply prepared from ^^ Spirits of Tur pen- 
tine''' — " Oil of Spike J '* and the well known 
lift of VuLCANiAN cotnbujiibles. 

I • • • 

Previous to the intended difcuffion, it 
becomes diredly in point to recolle6t, that 
fome of the boldeji dabblers in medical 
difquifition, have prefumed to affert, that 
*^ every advantage in Fomentation is derived 
from its heat, and confequently one kind 
of Fomentation, (even milk and water} 

is 
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IS as good as another/*' To this rerfwiing I 
by no means fubfcribe, aithe affettidn(i8 
pofiti^l^cly too much rtpletii with /ii^rj^, ' to 
render any prudent praftitioner a Com^ft td • 
its PRACTICE. If we admit that very 
ftrorig eflential oils can be' extradted from 
the herbs principally concerned inthe pro- 
cefs/as Roman WaRMW0OD,--i-R^sEMARY,' 
• — ^Lavenderv &c. &c; w'e muft alfd adniit, 
that a ftrong decoftion of thofe articles mufk 
be impregiiated with-the property of thofe 
very virtues that may be extra6i:ed by^other 
means jaiid confequently retain- a* greater 
jtowei* of penetrating through the "cutane- 
ous -paflages, than can ever be expdfted 
from the heat- of Any y^^/^ fluids, 'Where 
no STIMULUS whatever can be contained. 

'^Admitting (what wt prefume will neither 
be denied or difputed) the great power of 
Fomentations * in affifting; the efforts of ha^ 
ture, whether to relax and take off the ftric- 
ture from»the integuments in all inflamma- 
tory turhoui^^ to promote a fpeedy re|)ullioh 
or gradatknial formadoh di matter ; td i'e- 
duce enlargements in lamenefs of different 
Hinds preparatory to the ufe of powerful 

P 2 ilimulants, 
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fiimulan(s, and variotis embrocations^ w^ 
may look up to it. with confidence, and it 
will as certainly be found in pei^everancc 
the very external arcana of reformation. 

To iferider unneceflary a repetition of the 
yif/w^t prefer iption, -inftrudions are hfere in- 
troduced for a preparation of the EitiollieuC 
Fomentation, a refi^ren^c to. ^hich niay be 
made upon every future Qccafion, wher^ 
fucb pfocefe may be recommended ; as this 
leading part is precifely the fatne-^ - altho* 
circumftances in ^variety of -cafes y, vodif 
require rmbrocatjons (or applications*) 
<)f a different property, to follow tfae- pw 
paratojy part of the operation. 
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EMOLLIENT FOMENTATION. 

Take Roman Wormwood, J^vendcF and 
Rofemary Leaves, Cammpmile a»<l Elder 
Flowers, of each four ounces ; boil in 
three gallons of water for half an . hour, 
keeping the herbs ftirred below the furface, 
and let the afFe6led parts upon all occaiioiis 
be fomented with ^nges or flannels for a 

confiderable 
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oiTAPiirER' OF A.ec iDENxa, 

.' Cotifeaias iuch a \3iric±y sofr.pagcSi^ * and- fo 
long' a ViSipi prabaBla contingencies J {:blcxui'- 
ed vnth^jffible deviaiions) thatt thc-jextcht 
of this work is not adequate to the expec- 
tatiom (if fuch there ihould be) of iprolix 
fiefcription. The general mode, ofitrfcat- 
ment upon each js^ind of case muft be 
therefore neceflarilyri^ff/r/^^^^ to fiich. fo- 
cus, as may refle<9: its rays of gonditional 
regulation ; fubjecS to. thofe little Variations 
that unforefeen circumftances may^r^uire, 
and reaibn naturally fuggeft. 

Under this head, it is intended to include 
not only thofe that are really termed .Acci- 
dents, from their ftridly being fo, but all 
thofe inferior cafes and cafual occurrences, 
that are not of fufficient magnitude to claim 
long and tedious difquifition, and yet are 

P 4 produdlivc 
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' • Extra^ of Sdtunv'-^e ounce ahdhalf^ 

Camphorated Spirits, one ounce;* ihake 

well together and add, of the heft 

White Wine Vinegar, half a pint, 

with a ncceflary portion : of which^ 

(according to the'iixe and -eitteQt of 

the injury)^ let the part TLSFcStcd be 

i- _ ■ gently bath^ for a few minutes, three 

— tilties -a day* - 



.. »i » 



Should appearances' indicate a 'lj)efdy 
fubmiffion, the treatment fhould be per- 
f&v^red in; but fhould it thjreaten, , by its 
enlargement, a TtTMOUR and confequent 
for4naiion of matter^ no attempt need be 
made to counteraft nature, but (he muft 
be affifttd in her efforts in a way that will 
be hereafter deferibed as we proceed. No 
bruifes in general occafion nlbre Vexation 
and difappointment than thofe produced by 
the faddlcs juft mentioned, fb conftantly 
ending in warbles^— Jitfajis^ and frequently 
that moft alarming and diflrefling of all 
thefc cafes, a fistula. 



To 
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To obiitcrate the two firft and totally 
prevent .the latter, eternal attention be^ 
cjomcs neccflary (by way of precaution,) as 
Wiellas immediate afliftance when qnoe the 
injury has taken place. Wherever fuch 
hurt has been occalioned by the faddle, 
Neither upon the Jide or wither^ it will be 
pirfe(SHy right to foment the part with i 
piece of flannel ifp^regtikted • with hot " 
Vinegar^Sox a few minutes previous to the 
tjfe of the SATVRNiNk Embrocation jiift 




- \i the bardnefe of the. flrufling of th^ 
faddle, the edge of the pad, the corner of a 
girth buakle/i.or any: other caufe that <:on- 
{khvAe%ra:w^ik,- a fecond or third repcw 
tS:tioh rintvitably renders it. an abfoluta 
^iiterizaiion' of the integument, ending in; 
A.siTFiAjsa?;. .this 'is a palpg^ble eichar^ .be^ 
come ittf enable in itfclf, hut fa firmly ad* 
hcriag to it^ interior, that no means of ex- 
tirpation Qftii.be adopted^ fo fafe and^fo cer* 
tain^^s by::tenderly raifing the upper edge 
with a BiSTORY or penknife exceedingly 
iharp, then taking hold of the edge fo 
ffiifed with the forceps, dified: till the'fe- 

paration 
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paration is efFefted, when a few days 
dreffing with the following, '• fpread upoK 
lint, and covered with flicking DiAQflYLON^ 
either upon leather or linen^ will certainly 
effedt a cure* 



PRECIPITATE DIGESTIVE 

OINTMENT- 

« ■ 

Take Yellow Bafilicon, one ounce and^ 
half, Red Precipitate, reduced to an impaW 
pable powder in a glafs mortar, three 
drachms ; mix upon a marble flab for ufe. 

r 

As WOUNDS in horses conftantly throw 
out a great portion of fungous, commonly 
called proud Jle/h^ which is never.fiibducd 
with fo much eafe and certainty as by the 
Precipitate Digeftive, it may be found ne- 
ceffary in wounds of more magnitude, to 
give it additional ftrength, in which cafe 
one ounce of precipitate may be incorpo- 
rated with three ounces of the basilicon, 
and may be fo underllood by the appellation 
of '' Strong Precipitate Digestive, '* 

when 
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^hen we have hereafter cccafion to re* 
commend it# ^ ^ 



F I S T U L A, 

Originates from the lame caufe upon the 
extreme point of the Wither, as a warble 
upon the fide ; — FriSllon^heaty — Pain^—* 
Inflammation^ (with or without laceration) 
fuppuratipn and ultimate wound ; which it 
has been^ and forry I am to affert, fiill is^ 
in common pra6lice, the cuftom to attack 
with the moft powerful and inflammatory 
xepellents; till what, if properly treated iti 
its infancy^ would have proved of little or 
no confequejice, becomes a matter of- the 
moft alarming tendency and ferious dift 
quietude. 

■ If obferved in its early ftate, before any 
laceration has taken place by a repetition 
of the injury, the treatment already laid 
down. in bruises and warbles may be per- 
severed in, and with the greateft expefla- 
tion of fpeedy repulfion ; but if the part 
has been repeatedly bruifed by the fevere 

preffurc 
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s 

prefiiire and propoitional fn&ion of the 
laddie, fo as to threaten a formatioQ of mat'^ 
ter, however unpleafing the talk may bc^ it 
had much better be expeditioufly encou- 
raged, by the ufe of thfe *^ Emollient 
Fomentation'* with herbs; poultices of 
Bread, Milk, White Lilly Root pounded to 
a Pafte, (with a little Olive Oil in addition,) 
daily, *till the oozing from a partial open-^ 
ing, gives warning, for a more general diA 
charge ; when the aperture may be made 
with an abfcefs lancet^ or a bifiory, in fuch 
way as will be moft likely to promote a 
plentiful flux of matter from the part. The 
wound may then be drefsM with the com- 
mon Yellow Basilicon, fpread upon 
lint, and covered with the poultice for 
a day or two, 'till the contents of the 
fwelling is pcrfe£lly liquified, and has all 
run off; when upon minute infpeftion arid 
accurate examination with a phobe, fbmc 
fmall Jinus^ perhaps, nvay be difcovered, 
that has been formed (as is frequently the 
cafe) by the corrofive property of the 
matter, and muft be treated in the fol- 
lowing wav : 

To 
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To thofe in the habita of veteetkariaK 
praflice it is well known how very ra- 
pidly FUNGOUS or proud flejh 6ii^\zy% itfelf in 
the wounds of horfes.; to countera6l and 
fuhdue this with conjijiency is the ex- 
cellence of the art of healing. Upon its 
-firft appearance drefs with the *' PuEr 
ciPiTATJE. Digestive;" not fubmitting in 
two daysj immediately exchange for and 
adhere to the " Strong/' fhould which 
riot Ivcceed in fuppreffing its luxuriance^ 
nightly yir^r/^ the furface, tranfverfely and 
longitudinally with the edge of a lancet 
or HISTORY, daily ^ and drefs as already def- 
cribed, 'till a cure is complete by this mode 
only^ which may be infured to a certainty, 
even in wounds of the greateft magnitude* 

Wherever there arc Sinuses formed 
which run in various direftions firom the 
point of the WITHER, and are cavities of 
different dimenfions in which the probe 
may be infinuated two, three, or four 
inches, no method is fo truly confiftent, 
{o fafe, [and invariably fuccefsful, as fy- 
ringing the part at every dreffmg with a 
long necked ivory fy range, charged with 

Tincture 
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TiNCTUHiB of MYRftji and.I^KiAR'8 Balsam^ 
equal parts, which conftantly! ftimulatiiig 
the remote parts to a difcharge of thicir foul 
contents, is produdtive of a found and 
Ipeedy incarnation* Nor has a fingle cafe of 
Fistula occurred within the praftice of the 
Author, that has not fubmitted to, zad been 
completely cured by this treatment alone, 
^vithout rccourfc to the elaborate prepara- 
tions, ('^ to be poured into the parts affedecf 
boiling hot,'') fo forcibly recommended by 
thofe who have formerly promulgated theif 
opinions upon the fubjeft. 

To prevent unneceffary repetition, which 
it is the peculiar purport of the prefent 
work to avoid, it mult fuffice to obferve, 
that in all swellings, — tumours, -*-and 
WOUNDS, arifing from whatever caufe, the 
very ground work and gradational progrefs 
of cure is fliil fyftematically the fame. 
The conflitutions, the blood, the juices, the 
tendency of all habits and all fubjefils, it is 
well known are not alike ; a greater degree 
of refiflance and inveteracy will be found 
mfome than in others^ confequently where 
the perfevering aid of Fomentations^ 

Poultices^ 
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'Poult ic4y InjeSiiofiSj and Dreffings arc rc'- 
quired^ they muft b^ continued; and where 
the afliftance of Evaguant^ or Altera- 
tlVES become eVidently^lleceffary to unload 
the vefieU or correi9: the property of the 
blood, they mufl be obtained^ 



QJJ I t T O R, 

1$ a formation of matter on fome part dB 
the circle between hair and hoof, originally 
taufcd by bruife, • tread, pun£lure by thfe 
erroneous infertion of a nail' in fhoeing, or 
fome one of thofe acciddntal injuries where 
fuppuration is the inevitable confequence# 
As the matter coUe&s, it difplays itfelf in 
the Conftantly increafing magnitude of thl> 
Tumour, and by at length forcing iti way 
through the integuments in a variety of 
ways, (as in one,, two^ or more openings) 
proves itfelf one of the moft ferious and 
impreffive cafes in the whole pradtice of 




Reformation in tBh^ feems to have inad© 
m little progrcfs,* afe in many other parts of 

0^ the 
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the profe0ion ; for the old and objlinat^ 
mode cauterization^-^xavlvi^ " difFereut 
Jioles with a red hot iron," — infinuating 
plugs 6i Corrofive Mercury ^ — Roman Fhriolf 
and a long lift of equally mild 3,nd fafc dc* 
tergents, fecms by much too prevalent 
amongft the unenlightened , to hjope for a 
very fpeedy obliteration. 

Different inftances of recent fucce/s mi^ht 
be adduced to recommend and ef^abliih a 
more humane, moreXertain, and more ex« 
peditious mode of cure ; . but as the recit^ 
of fuch cafes can only become tedious to 
an anxious and eager enquirer for the ipcc- 
dieft means of relief, it becomes merely ne- 
•ceffary to lay down fixed rules for the dif- 
tinS: modes of treatment when taken in 
its infjffncyyZS well as when it has unluckily 
and inattentively been permitted to con- 
tinue unobferved, to an advanced and fevero 

ilage of INVETERACY, 

When'even the indication of fuch a defefl: 
is early obfervcd, (as it always mufl be by 
an experienced prudent Servant ^ or a judi- 
cious Master) the whole fuccefs of the 

cafe 
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cafe depends upon the propriety or incon^ 
liftcncy of Xh^JirJi ftcps that are taken. So 
ibon as a fwelling (and concurring kme- 
iiefs) in the part is perceived, the idea of 
counteraBion by spirituous repiellents is 
{o truly inconfiftent, that it cannot lay claim 
to the indulgence of a moment ; fuch mode 
once adopted, dpubly and trebly delays (in 
its event) the progrefs of fuccefs* 

The fooner the effort of nature is en- 
couraged, and the fwelling brought to mi* 
turation, the more concife and fuperficial 
is the termination of the cafe ; poultices of 
Bread and Milk, a fmall portion of Barley 
Meal, and plentiful impregnation of White 
L#ily Root, pounded to a pafte, with about 
half an ounce of common Turpentine diC- 
folved in each, fhould be placed ufion the 
center and furrounding parts (of a very 
confiderable heat) every night and mornings 

When there is a perceptible flu£luation 
of matter, make an incifion upon the low-* 
eft part of the fwelling, that the matter 
may more eafily difcharge itfelf and run off* 
this becomes the more abfolutely neceflary. 
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AS the longer it remains in the TuMous^ 
the greater its property of corrofiotty and 
power of devaftation in forming finuses of 
tranfverfe and longitudinal diredions, not 
only to the injury of the capfular ligament, 
but the articulatiori of the Coffin with the 
Coronary Bone. 

However, admitting the means to have 
been taken already recommended in the 
early ftage, no fuch diftreffing fccne is to 
be apprehended ; whatever vacuum may 
have been occafioned, muft be daily fy- 
ringed with Compound Tinftute o f Myrrh^ 
to cleanfe the wound and ftimulate the 
Veffels to throw off the load that fur rounds 
them ; a pledget of Lint, impregnated 
with ^* Precipitate Digestive Oijtt- 
MEN^Tj** (fee page 220) muft be infinuated 
loofely into the mouth of each wound (if 
there are more than one), and having then 
a pledget of Yellow Digeftive upon the fur- 
face, the whole muft be covered with a 
poultice, not only to form a proper and eafy 
bed to the part, but to foften the uncon- 
cofted contents of the Tumour^ and affift in 
promoting the heceffary difcbarge : this 

being 
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being the truly lyftematic mode pf pro^ 
ceeding 'till the cur^ is efFcftedr Whea 
the furface is perfectly picatrized a«d free 
from pain upon prefTurp, it may be hardened 
by touching night and inprning with a 
dojjil .oi tow, impregnated with Aloetic 
Tinfture, or Traumatic Balfam, iiiftru6lioBtf 
for preparing which will be found near thp. 
iconclufion. 

Thus far i$ underftood to be only a con- 
oife, eafyj and certain mode of cure, in all 
cafes attacked and countera6led in their 
carlieft appearance ; but where from inat'- 
tention^ penury, ox pujillanlmity ^ it aflumes 
a different complexion, and burfts forth 
with redoubled violence, it .inftantly be- 
comes a matter of the moft fcrious dif- 
quietude, and is, to thofe unacquainted 
with the confequcnces, proportionally 
alarming. After forming, in its gfada- 
tional progrefs, a colle6lion of matter that 
has acquired additional power of corrofion 
by the length of its retention, it dilplays 
its virulence in a fpontaneous but partial 
opening \vl fome particular part, and is 

0^3 frequently 
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frequently followed by a variety of openings 
for the effiifions of matter previoufly pent 
up in the different pipes (or finufes^ al* 
ready defcribed. 

In fuch ftage oifevertty and danger there 
is no alternative but to ftrike at the very 
jroot of the defe&^ with an unremitting de- 
termination to effe£l a perfe61t and ipeedy 
Eradication; ^his can only arife from a 
fteady perfeverance and bold exertion of 
the Manual Operator and Personal 
Superintendent. Poultices, as before 
defcribed, are to be continued in the way 
already mentioned ; as each remote pipe or 
Jinus^ has acquired its different degree of 
internal callofity, fuch callofities can only 
be reduced by fuch corrofives and detergents 
as become fuperior to that rigidity^ 

What cannot be done by external ap- 
plication, muft be effeded by the force of 
applicable infinuation; whatever openings 
there may be with a hard, fiftulous, or 
horney edge, let them be enlarged by a 
few flight and delicate fcarification^ from 

the 
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the lancet or the biflory, having ready prc< 
pared the following 



INJECTION: 

Take of : 

Prepared Vcrdigreafc, two ounces^ 
rWhite Wine Vinegar, one pint» 
Compound Tin£turc of Myrrh, fix ouncei* 

Let the Verdigreafe be previoufly reduced 
to an impalpable powder, in a metal tnortar, 
then add the Vinegar by very fmaU quan* 
tities ; when in the bottle, let the Tinfturc 
be ihaken with jii? whole and kept flopped 
for ufe^ 

A long necked pewter lyringe being ob- 
tained for the purpofe, and charged with 
the above injeftion, the neck muft be in- 
troduced diftindly to iX,%full depth in each 
wound or finus ; into which it muft be dif- 
charged with a ft eady force, that its con- 
tents may have the power of a^Sing upon 
ilich femote paiTages, as may probably 

0^4 (from 
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(from the external ft^tc of appearauce) nc^ 
be fufpeftcd^ 

Previous to this part of the operation, 
(which muft take place daily without a 
fingle omiffion), the Poultice, — ^Pledgets, 
— rDreffings and Bandage ihould be all 
prepared, that a chilling expofiire to the 
air may continuir> no longer than fo diSBqult 
a proce& renders unavoidable. 

Suffice it to obfcrve, that the applicationsr 
of Pledgets^ Ointments^ Poultices^ &c. arc 
precifely the fame as in cafes of lefs fevc^ 
rity, the neceflary incijionsy fcarijications^ 
and different inje£iion being the only varia^ 
tions upon which the certainty of, fiiccefs 
muft be founded ; and altho' ajl cafes of 
whatever kind, do not fubmit fo foon in 
one fubjedl as in another, yet no one Quit- 
to r has ever occurred in the pradlicc o£ 
THE Author, but what has been completely 
cured by this mode of treatment, without 
any collateral affiftance. whatever : except 
in a very few inftances, where a courfc of 
Mercurial Physic has been introduced 
during the curcj more to infure the future 

good 
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^9od condition of the horfc, thaa any mat* 
ter of frefent ncceflity . 



SPAVINS, 
BLOOD, AND BONE. ^ 

The fituations of thefe arc too well 
Jknown to eycry Equeftrian Inveftigator, to 
require a fingle page of elucidation ; the 
former proceeding from a relaxation of the 
veffels by too great and long continued ex- 
ertions ; the latter from fuch caufe, with or 
without a ligamentary diftortion, confequent 
protrujion^ gradational callojity^ and ultimate 
ossiFiCA+ioN. The former in its earlieft 
itate might probably be fubdued by the 
force of reftringent fomentations, fol- 
lowed by powerful fpirituous repellents, 
particularly when a plentiful Bleeding had 
taken the lead ; but a relapfe would be evi- 
dently likely to happen when brought into 
a repetition of ufe. 

Under this confideration it would perhaps 
be the moft prudent, without delay and the 
chance of difappointment, to adopt the 

means 
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m 

means, that • experience points out as the 
rcadieft mode of obtaining probable relief 
and permanent fafety. That is, for either 
Blood or Bone Spavin to proceed in tho 
following way : — for tAree days let the part 
afFefted be fubftantially fomented Vith the 
" Emollient Fomentation'' (Page 214) 
hot as it can be ufed without injury to the 
hair, for full half an hour night and morn- 
ing ; this to be lucceeded by the moft pa- 
tient friftion in hand rubbing downwards^ 
for a confiderable time, wrapping the parts 
immediately round with a flannel roller, to 
infure fome chance of abforption. 

On the fourth morning rub in a mo- 
derate portion of the Blistering Oint- 
ment, leaving the hair over the part well 
impregnated, by hibbing or rather drawing 
the hands gently upwards when finifhing 
the operation. At the end of eight and 
forty hours, hold your Bliftering Ointment 
before the fire 'till in a ftate of liquefaftion, 
then with a doflil of tow, re-touch the 
whole (by dabbing, not rubbing) till the 
feat of defeft is moft plentifully fupplied ; 
if at the end of two or three days more thf 

cffed 
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efFe<9: does not feem fatisfaftory, this cere- 
mony may be repeated, and for the Blood 
Spavin fuch procefs may probably prove 
cfFeftual. 

Not fo with the Bone Spavin, where 
the obliteration will entirely depend 
\ipon the ftate and {landing of the 
OJftficatton. The treatment, however, is 
critically the (ame, with thcfe few varia- 
tions, the ufe of the Fomentations muft 
be continued with a more unremitting 
perfeverance ; the previous applications of 
the Blijiering Ointment muft be followed 
up with a repetition at the expiration of 
eight or ten days, fo foon as Xhtjiimulus of 
the firft procefs has fubfidcd, or when the 
fcurfy efchars begin to fall off, to which a 
proper portion of re/l lucceeds by turning 
out as a matter of courfe, 

Thefe Operations not fuccceding, tho* 
gone through with proper care and atten-. 
tion, there is then abfolutely no alter- 
native can be adopted bpt the heat of the 
Iron^ paffin^ under the denomination of 

Firing ; 
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Firing ; which diftrefling as the execution 
is^ frequently deprives the part of its pre* 
dominant irritabtliiy^ but not without 
leaving a perceptible peculiarity in the gait, 
as well as a palpable blemifh upon the* 
part. 



S P L E K T S 

Are protuberances upon the Shank Bone^ 
that fb inflantaneoufly ftrike the eye of 
tvery juvenile difciplinarian, they require 
hardly a iingle line by way of explanation. 
To thofe lefs learned mjiabularian myjieries 
and horfe dealing fecrets^ it may afford fome 
gratification to be informed, that a Sflent, 
in either young or old, originates in a blon» 
or bruife^ by which fome of the finer vcf- 
fcls are ruptured underneath the inte- 
gument, from which oozes an extravafated 
fluid, forming in its next flage a callafity^ 
its laft an ossification. 

Two modes of cure prefent themfelvcs, 
each of which may perhaps retain tlieir 

diftina 
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diftinft adherents i the one fb re-echoed 
from one writer to another *^ of hammering, 
bruifing^ burning with hot irons, cutting 
out,*^ &c. &c# and the n^ore humane and 
rational praftice of obliteration by gradual 
iblution. The following, it is to be ob- 
ferved, are not to be abfolutely coniidered 
the means of infalUbilityj as fome few 
cafes have occurred, where the oifificatioa 
has not only proved too large, but of too 
great duration to admit a hope of extir- 
pation ; yet fo many complete cures have 
occurred in recent praftice, that they am- 
j)ly juftify filch recommendatioa to attexx'* 
cion and trial. 

' Let the Splent be fomented with a 
Iponge impregnated with the hot decodion 
of herbs mentioned under the laft article, 
for at leaft ten minutes daily; then the 
part moiftened with a fmall portion of the 
following Solvent, wetting a fmall pledget 
of tow with the fame aftd binding it Jlackljt 
upon the pirt with* a fmall flannel roller; 
remembering when the horfe goessout, or 
to his exercife, that the application is 

renewed 
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renewed (after being drefled) upon hk 
return to the flable« 



SOLVENT FOR SPLENTS- ' 

Take Extraa of Saturn and OU of 
Origanum, each half an ounce^ Camphck* 
rated Spirits of Wine, two ounces and a 
half, ihake the two laft well together and 
add the ExtraS: ; letting the bottle be wcH 
and conftantly fliaken at each time of ufing, 
if which precaution is not invariably ufcd, 
the Oil of Origanum will, by difuniting 
itfclf from the other articles, fwim upon 
the fiirface, and by coming out alone occa- 
fion lofs of hair ^ which never does happen 
when the compofition is brought properly 
into ufe* 

Altho* this, by dint of perfeverance in a 
variety of inftances docs efFeft the purpofe, 
yet at the end of a Fortnight fhould fub- 
miffion not be evident, a little addition of 
the two firft articles may be made in equal 
proportions ; particularly where the Oil of 
Orjqanum proves to be adulterated and not 

of 



CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS. 239 

of a proper and genuine ftrength, as muft 
ibme times be expeded in retail (hops of no 
^rcat eminence. 

To thofe whofe volatile difpofitions may 
render patience^ trouble^ and perfeverance 
matters of mental [perplexity^ one alter- 
native is held forth for their confolation ; 
and^j^s that clafs are in general, as well ad-^ 
mirers as reporters of Miracles, both paf« 
fions may probably be rewarded by the ex- 
periment : in rubbing in every other, or 
every third morning, (according to the 
cafe) a fufficiency of Bliftering Ointment 
tp moiften the furface, and excite a ftimulus 
thro' the cutaneous paffagei, but by no 
means in fuch difproportion as to occafion 
inflammation amounting to temporary lame- 
nefs, thereby rendering the remedy worfe 
1;han the difeafe. 



CThe strangles, 

1$ a diforder too common to Colts and 
Young Horses, by obftruftions arifing 
from an increafedcirculation when i>rought 

into 
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intd ufe^ that hardly one in an hundred is 
known to efcapc* , The firft iymptoms arc 
inflammatory^ and the moft pre4onuiiaat 
muft be fubdued by the only eVacuant 
that can with propriety be admitted in 
this cafe. Altho^ Bleeding in a variety 
oi cafesy where the crifis depend^ upon 

H FORMATION of MATTER, WOuld be CT^ 

roneous^ yet in tbis^ ^r reafbns too proUx 
for introdu^ion here, it becomes diredly 
in point to relieve nature from the op- 
preflion under which (he is found fo evi'^ 
dently to labour. 

The mode of treatment neceflary to pur* 
fue upon a difcovery of the cafe, is pre- 
cifely the fame as laid down in 24 and the 
following pages, under a defer iption of 
•* Obftruded Perfpiratiou, and its Effbas," 
with no other difference whatever, than an 
adherence to warm emollient poultices to 
the glandular fwellings under the jaw, that 
fuppuration may be promoted. Wheii the 
contents are fufBciently foftened, and an 
effort of nature is obferved in a y?;^^// open- 
ing (which is generally the cafe) it will 
be prudent to enlarge the orifice a little, 

when 
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when with daily dreffings of the Yellow- 
Digestive Ointment, covered with a 
proper poultice, the wound foon heals and 
the diforder terminates, not unfrequcntly 
without the leaft medical afliftance. 

It may, however, not prove inapplicable 
ta obferve, that there are many young 
horfes fo prone to a vifcidity of the blood 
jand confequent diftenfion of the folids, as 
to difplay it h\ /welled legs, cracked heels, 
&c. immediately after a recovery from this 
diforder; in which cafe either Mercurial 
Phyfic or a courfe of Alteratives (hould be 
adopted. Such mode of redifying the pro- 
perty of the blood, muft, however, be left 
entirely to the pecuniary fenfations of the 
parties interefted in the event. 



LAMENESS, 
TENDINOUS AND LIGAMENTARY, 

Includes fuch a vaft variety of poffibilitie^ 
with their collateral confiderations, that to 
include all^ volumes might be obtruded 

R upon 
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upon the fubjeft; nor could thefe when 
written, probably point oiit all the means 
by which lamenefs might be occafiooed, or 
the different degrees of injury which might 
be fuftained. Suffice it to obferve, that it 
has hitherta been almoft invariably the 
cuftom with the professors of Farriery, 
to treat all lameneffes in one and the fame 
way ; without adverting for a moment, to 
the difference between a tendinous relax- 
ation on one hand, or a ligamentary dif- 
tortion on the other. 

Previous to every other confideration, it 
becomes diredlly in point to communicate 
fuch information reipefting a true difcovery 
of the /eat of defe£l, as may prove itfelf of 
fome utility. It is well known, that by a 
too rafh and hafty decifion, errors of the 
firft magnitude have arifen, and applica- 
tions have been made for months to out 
part, when the lamenefs has ultimately 
proved to have been palpably in another. 
To prevent miflakes arifing from fuch 
grofs inattention, it is much to be wilhed 
that one particular mode of inveftigation 
might be generally inculcated, where the 

refult 
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refult is to centre in the promotion gf a 
general good* 

I 

To the diftinft and dccurate^ obferv^r 
there is only one way of fixing (to a cer- 
tainty) upon the feat of defe6l^ without a 
great chance of being deceived ; at leaft in 
fuch lamenefTes or injuries where there is 
no external enlargetiient,. no diftinguifhing 
trait, by which the judgement is to be //w- 
medtately informed; This is to fee the 
fubjedt go all the paces (if he is able) of 
w^/i^-^/r^/j-^and gallops with the ftridleft 
attention ; during which, \et the eye al- 
ways drop to the hoof pf each leg, and 
come obfervantly up every joint in fuc- 
ceffion, when you will, nine times out of 
ten^ inftantly perceive the part that fails ; 
one point gained, that may then receive 
corroborating afiiftance from manual ex- 
amination.- This neceflary inftruftion at- 
taching itfelf only to fuch cafes as do not 
diredly diiplay themfelves to flight ob* 
fervation, but require a more deliberate 



inveftigation. 



R 2 Confidering, 



244TENDINOUSandLIGAMENTARV 

Confidering, however, fuch lameneffes 
as do not come under the denominations 
previoufly treated on, as either the effc6i: 

O^ RELAXED TENDONS, or LIGAMENTARY 

DISTORTIONS, arifing from ludden jerks^ 
^^twijls^^^ov concujffions of the different 
joints; an adherence to the original plan 
of contradling each fubjeft to its limited 
proportion of ^^ a Compendium ^^^ rtniert it 
unavoidably necefTary to rejeft the preffing 
temptation of farther difquifition, for the 
concife introduftion of fiich inftruiStions a$ 
experience amply juftifies for the feparate 
treatment of the two diftindt kinds of 
lamenefs upon which we are now^ engaged. 

To prevent the poflibility of mifcon- 
ception, let it be well underftood, that ten- 
dinous lamenefs is meant in all cafes where 
the mufcular fyftem is alone concerned ; 
and ligamentary, where the caufe is more 
remote and confined to the joints. In the 
former there is generally a fwelling attends, 
occafioned by the temporary inflammation, 
and that inflammation in proportion to the 
fc verity of the injury fuftained. Much 

raifchicf 
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xnifchicf is frequently done by bllfiering ia 
ibis ftate. 

The firfl: ftep to expeditious relief, is to 
bleed J by way of unloading the veffels and to 
affift in taking off the painful ftri£ture upon 
the part. — Foment with fponges dipt in 
White Wine Vinegar^ as hot as it can be 
ufed without fcalding, for twenty minutes 
night and morning, following up that 
operation with ten minutes bathing of the 
Saturnine Embrocation, and let the part be 
covered with a flannel roller of fufficient 
length and breadth for the part ; the fubjeft 
having the advantage of a loo f e Jl able (if it 
can be obtained) in preference to ?iJialU 



STRENGTHENING SATURNINE 

EMBROCATION. 

Take Extract of Saturn and Camphorated 
Spirits of Wine, each half a pint ; mix 
and ufe as above directed. 

In moft flight injuries, particularly Hvhen 
early obfervcd and immediately adopted, 

R3 thi$ 
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this mode of treatment is.fcldom known to 
fail, and a mitigation or cure i^ obtained in 
a fortnight or three weeks, with -additional 
tfeft ; on the contrary, where by negled, 
iiiiattention, or inhumanity^ one injury has 
been heaped upon another. Blistering 
and turning out are the only means upon 
^hich reliance can be made for permanent 
extrication, • The* painful operation of Cau- 
terization {pt Firing) i§ the f^fliirafable 
'praftice with y??/w^, a:nd like the infernal 
iyftem of Cropping^ (or in fafl: any other 
^^ of cruelty) has its different vt>taries ; 
'but with no fmall fhare of perfonal gratifi- 
ration let it be promulgated, that thofc 
liraadful inftruments the Firing Irofif^ ip 
the Operative Farriery of the Recep- 
tacle, feem to be excluded from any {hare 
of the praftice: upon experimental cortvic- 
tion, they effeft no purpofe but what may 
be obtained by a repetition Blijier^ if pro- 
perly applied when the ftiniulus of the' ^r- 
mer has but juft fubfxded. 

Upon the fubjeft of Ligamentary 
Lameness a variety of inftances nnfight be 
adduced to demonlf:rate the Jafety^ cer^ 

tainty. 
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taintyy and utility of the foUpwing prac- 
tice ; one recent cafe will however fuffice, 
as a fpecimen for the unequivocal authcn- 

* 

ticity.of the wholp, where the. treatment 
was, fyflematically thp fame, and as. uni- 
formly fuccefsful. f 

In an early mouth of the prefcnt yca,r, ,|i 
Carriage Horfe of the fet belonging ta Sir 
H* G, C. Bart, was brought to tha Recr?,- 
TACiiE, abfolutely dragging one of his hind 
legs after him ; holding forth, ^"^ firji Jighf^ 
the fear of an incurable injury. Accurate 
examination foon prov-ed the Lameness to 
be. feated in the articulation of the round 
hone i \<^hich being not. only in/ome degree 
deep feated, but covered and furrounded 
with the foft parts, it was natu;-al to. con- 
clude, nothing but great beat;, penetrative 
power, and unremitting perfcyerance, 
coyld eo^cUe fufficient ftimiUus to afford 
evcna diftqnthope of permanent advantage. 

ToefFe6l this, the feat of injury and fqr- 
rout^^ng parts vfcxt fomented (fee page 21 4) 
with, the moft -unprecedented patience for 
more than half an Jaoux; every morning, 

R 4 then 
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then as bafiih wilped till ilry ; when the 
whole was plentifully bathed for ibine time 
with the folfewing LiaimeBt, frequently 
Ihaken for an equal incoqx>rati(»i of the 
articles^ and ^ntly nibbed ia to infore pe- 
netration. During the time of cure^ both 
Sir H. and his Coachman were alternatelir 
witnefles to the progrefs, and at the expirafl> 
tion of three weeks the horfo was returned, 
took his rotational work in the carriage, 
and has continued ever iince perfedly 
found, and without the leail indication of 
tendemefs or rclapfe. 



STIMULATIVE LINIMENT* 

Take 

Camphire, one ounce and a half, 
Redified Spirits of Wine, one pint; (hake 
together, *till the Camphire is dif- 
folved, then add ^therial Spirits of 
Turpentine, half a . pint, and laflly of 
Barbadoes Tar, three ounces ; let all 
which be fliaken well together, and 
kept clofe flopped for ufe in the way 
already defcribed. 

In 
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In the u(c of this Compofition, it muft be" 
remembered to have the bottle well (hakcli 
at ca,ch time of pouring a fupply into the 
hand ; for almoft immediately after the 
previous fliaking has fubfided, the Turfien^ 
^tine difuniting itfelf from the other articles, 
inftantaneoufly floats upon the furface, and 
if inadvertently applied in that way, may 
unneceffarily inflame the part, andoccafioii 
a lofs of hair : a circumftance that never 
occurs when the application is properly 
performed. ^ •^. . • 

Of all cafes occurring under this head^ 
none can be (o truly difcouraging as thofc 
paffing under the denomination of ** SnotJL- 
DER Cases ;** fpr whether they originate 
in an injury fuftained by a relaxation of 
the ScAPULARiAN MusCLEs, OT a ligamm- 
tary diJiortioH at either jun£lion of the 
flioulder bone, (viz. with the blade above 
or leg below) it is much to be regretted fo 
little profpeift of relief is held forth by the 
utmoft exertion of Medical Interpofition : 
and when it is confidered how little can be 
efFeded by Art^ and how much may be pro- 
duced 
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duccd by Rest, fo forcibly affifted by the 
efforts of Nature, it becomes a matter of 
ferious deliberation with parties interefted 
in the event, how far it may be prudent to 
fet ProfeJJional afliftance and fuperfluous 
expence at defiance. 

Before we clofe this* fubjefJ:, let a few 
words of expoflulation and advice be be- 
ftowed upon the cruel j the unthinking^ and 
the unwary. It is a fa6l not to he contro- 
verted by the impudence of one clafs, or the 
ignorance of another, that more horfcs are 
lamed by indifcretion in one month ^ than by 
Accidents with good usage mzwholeyear. 
The aiTertion requires no qualification, no 
melioration to reconcile it to the caprice of 
intercfled individuals, who conjidently feel- 
ing only for themfelves, own no wrong \ 
but to the HUMANE Master, the diurnal 
obferver of reflexion, and the common 
PafTenger m and round the Metropolis, let 
the cruelties eternally pra6ticed upon this 
unoffending animal, be placed in rotational 
rumination, and mental impartiality will 
fbon acknowledge to what caufes are to 

be 
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-be atO'ibuted that great accumulation of 
injuries fo conftantly fuftained. 



CURBS 

Come fo immediately under a fimilitude 
to, and the treatment of Bone Spavins^ 
that not a finglc line is required in eluci- 
dation. Fomentation — R ep e t i t i o S" 
Blister, — and upon non-fubmiffion flight 
cauterization with the Firing Irons, is all 
that can be introduced upon the occafioti* 



L A M P A S, 

Are nothing more than a preternatural 
growth of the roof or up|)er arch of th* 
horfe's mouthy which becoming too hiicxx^ 
riant, projects beloW the teeth of the upper 
jaw, and coming into copta£t iw^ith the low- 
er teeth, prevents the perfeft aft of mafti- 
fication without pairi, by which means thfe 
horfe taking nutriment irregularly, is fre** 
quently difpirited, — low in flefh^^nadts^ 

quate 
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<|uate to his work^ Sec* Extupation hy 
hurningy is the r egtilar pradkre, and when 
both neatly and expeditioufly performed, is 
not to be objected to ; the only inconveni- 
ence attending that m6de is, the great pa£- 
fion the Operator in genera/ has for 
** chitting deep enough,'* thereby laying 
the bones hare^ and rendering the horfe 
ihy for many months^ before the recol^ 
ledion is fhaken offl 

Modern practice recommends, and cxpc-r 
ricnce juftifies the more merciful mode df 
drawing the edge of the phkme tranf- 
Verfely and longitudinally acrofs the flcfliy 
prominence, which will contrail in pro- 
portion to the blood extra fled, and leave 
the fubjed without a painful remembrance 
ef fo flight an operation. 



CANKER IN. THE MOUTH^ 

Is oneof thofe difquietudes to the owner, 
and injuries to the animal, that never ori- 
ginates but in the ill ufagc of fome unprin- 
cipled 



TRIFLES. 



^53 



cipled brutilh fervant^ or more brutal 
paffionate maften Whenever fuch cafe 
occurs, it nineteen times out of twenty 
happens from thofe extravagant exertions 
injaggif^ the horfe's mouth with either the 
lifs of Weymouth Bridles, or the port 
bits of harnefs. Upon examination in moft 
cafes of this kind, the jaw bone has fuf- 
tained injury, and exfoliations (Iplinters of 
of the bone) generally follow ; when 
which is the cafe, and a/J are extra^led^ a 
cure is very foon completed, with a diily 
wafhing with Tindlure of Myrrh only. 

On the contrary, fhould any fuch lacera- 
tion have acquired a foulnefs and rigidity 
at the edges, unaccompanied by any palpa** 
ble fpltntery or threatened exfoliation^ touch 
the edges with a lancet in various places^ 
two or three days in fucceffion, to deflroy 
the fiflulous callofity ; then wafh the part 
daily with a fponge, dipt in the following 
folution : — Take 

Burnt Alum and Borax, each one drachm^ 
rub to a fine powder, and difTolve in 

fprbg 
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fpring watfer a quarter of a pint ; thcii 
add Tinfture of Myrrh, one ounce. 



SANDCRACKS and RINGBONES, 

For permanent relief or fubftantial cure^ 
fubmit only to the Operation of Firing^ 
and that, in the hands of thofe perfbnaJJy 
qualified to execute the truft with a proper 
degree of manual dexterity ; the great art 
of decifion depending upon the line of cri- 
terioHj doing neither too little, nor toq 

MUCH. 



MALLEN'DERS and SALLENDERS, 

Are too well known in their fituation and 
appearance, to ftand in need of much de- 
feription ; they confift of acrimonious fharp 
difcharges, or dry harfli fcurf or fcabs at 
the backs of the knees, and the inlide of 
the hocks behind, and are only to be got rid 
of bv the following means. If recent and 
but newly obferved, frequent fubftantial 
waftiings with thin gruel and daily impreg- 
nation 
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tiation with eqital parts of camphorated 
Spermacoeti Ointment and Mercurial mixed 
together, may effeft a total obliteration ; but 
if either cafe is of long ftanding, fubmiffion 
can only be expected to a perfeverance ia 
the Mercurial Ointment alone. 



FARCY. 

From the fuppofed verfatility of its ap- 
pearance comes thus late under confidera- 
tion ; , not from a want of refpe6i: to the 
magnitude of the fubje6l, but becaufe the 
nature and contraded extent of this publi- 
cation would not admit of fiich explanatory 
matter as might tend to fwell it beyond the 
bound originally propofed, and which it 
is intended to adhere to. 

The predominant points which the moft 
curious or interefted enquirer can poffibly 
wilh to afcertain, is its dijlinguijhing traits^ 
— whether it is infeSlious ? — as well as whe- 
ther it is bona fide and abfolutely incurable ? 
If we were to indule the temptation, and 
embark in definition, we might perhaps 

fairly 
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fairly and A'ftchiatically divide it into two 
clafles of partial and univerfal Farcy ; 
which would in the event lead us to much 
theoretic as well zs praHical reafbning : that 
being however rendered impra^icable for 
the reafbns juft mentioned, we proceed to 
iuch remarks only, as can be introduced 
upon the prefent occaiion. 

It is well known, that under Xhcjudicioui 
and infallible dilation of Vulcanian Pio- 
FEsspRS, every ** formation of matter*^ \% 
denominated " Farcy ;'* more particularly 
if fuch circumftance has happened without 
any diftinft or known caufe for its appear- 
ance. So many of which conftantly occur- 
ring, as meer efforts of Nature to difbur- 
then herfelf from an accumulated load of 
MORBID MATTER, and being as conftantly 
cured with fafety, furnifhes us with fufBci- 
cnt reafon to difmifs fuch part of the fub- 
je61:, without a fear of its being at any time 
cither infe&ioui or incurable. 

It is not fo with refpeft to the well- 
known and confirmed Farcy, making one 
univerfal attack and general appearance 

upon 
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tipcn the ^bole fraiXie; that it is infec- 
tious, recent experience has demonftrated 
to a certainty^ hov<^ far it is to be declared 
abfolutely usTcurabi^Ej a little longer time 
tnuil be allowed to aibertain^r 

This difoi'der iS announced by a greatef 
Cr lefs proportion of puftules upon dif- 
ferent parts of the frame ; varying a little 
in property and progrefsj according to the 
ilate of the blood at the commencement of 
difeai^. In fbrnte the eruption is hard and 
warty, in others a fcurfy efchar is eiafily fe- 
^rated from the furface, and is then fol- 
lowed by either an acrimonious ichor, or 
an adhefive glutinous ofFenfive matter, car* 
rying with it every appearance of inveteracy^ 

* 

To inveftigate the caufe, or to reafoa 
icientifically upon efFefts, is not. the prefent 
©bjeO: ; to reduce the difeafed bloody ^'aA. 
to alter the property of what remains by a 
variation in food^ are the leading ileps to 
alleviation. To corredt acrimony by al- 
teratives, and countera6fc the tendency of 
tiic whole {s^tvQi by external application, 

S. as 
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as ^vell as attempt a general revulflbn by a 
courfe of Mercurial Purgatives, is all 
that can be adopted upon the occafion ; 
having in conftant. remembrance, the per- 
fe6l affurance, that from a reliance only 
upon the excellent monitor, *' Perfeverc 
and Conquer," can be entertained a hope of 
fuccefs« 

Bleed upon the firft appearance, in pro* 
portion to the ftate and iize of the horfci 
and repeat it in four^ Jive^ oxjix days, ac- 
cording to the ftatc of the blood. Put him 
upon a different nutriment to what he has 
been accuftomed for the three months pre- 
ceding ; give a few malt maflies at night, 
and a few old beans in the corn of a 
morning. 

If the puftules are of the hard and 
warty kind, rub in a moderate quantity of 
the Mercurial Ointment upon the moft pro- 
minent every other day for thrice ; which 
follow with a daily wafhing of the follow- 
ing lotion for a week : obferving, that 
where the puftules are of the moift and fcurfy 

kind, 
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kind, they may be daily wafhed with the 
Lotion only.-^Take 

Corroiive Sublimate, two drachms^ 
Reftified Spirits of Wine, half a pint. 
Spring Water, one pint. 

Let the Mercury be rubbed in 1 glafs mor- 
tar to an exceeding fine powder, then add 
by degrees the Spirits, and laftly the Water; 
with which fhaken together, every part 
afFeded may be plentifully moiftened, by 
means of a fmall piece of fpongc conftantly 
impregnated with the compofition. 

During the time thus employed, a courfc 
of Mercurial Phyfic, either ** Mild or 
Strong," adapted to the fize and ftrength 
of the horfe, (hould be going on, allowing 
{even or eight clear days between the dofes ; 
during which clear days, from the fetting 
of one dofe of phyfic, to the adminiftration 
of another, one of the " Alterative Pow- 
ders" may be given nightly in the malt 
mafh, and the fame plan perfevered in be- 
tween the diff^erent dofes. 

S z ShouU 
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Should any collateral aififtance be iHll 
Kquired^ recourle may be had to the Mer* 
cuRiAL Alter ATiVES defcribed page 140, 
where inftrudions will be found for their 
preparation. 



INCURABLES. 
BROKEN WIND, 

AND 

The GLANDERS. 

Broken Wind is a defeat originally oc* 
caiioned by a foul and vifcid ftate of the 
bloody which remaining unattended to iii 
its infancy^ degenerates to an habitual 
EiGiDiTY ; the lungs become preternaturally 
diflended by the conftantly accumulating 
obftrudions in the finer veflels, conftituting 
fuch perceptible difficulty of refpiration, 
(particularly during increafed exertion) as 
to hold forth convidion, that fome of the 
infinity of impalpable . paffages having be- 
come impervious^ by an evident obftruftion 
arifing from a vifcidity of the blood, ib 
pthcrs have become ruptured by the pow- 
erful 
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crfiil fpafmodic afFedion of coughing, in 
an endeavour to Ihakc it off. 

Cure in fuch cafe 19 not, nor cannot be ex- 
peded. That Tak Water, fo induftrioufly 
pirculated and creduloufly /wallowed as a 
Specific, may (like any other Peroral De- 
tergent) contribute its aid to the great hope 
of mitigation, fliall not be denied ; but that 
or any other promifed cure can only prove a 
prelude to difappointment. The more the 
lobes of the lungs are prefTed upon by the 
contents of the ftomach, the greater muft 
be the difficulty of refpiration ; hence arifes 
the neceflity iox fmall quantities of hay and 
WATER at each time of liipply, and parti- 
cularly previous to any increafed or brilk 
a6lion. 

As fweet, found, healthy nutriment is 
known to generate blood, fo blood (if the 
horfe is a fair feeder J may be taken away 
in moderate quantity whenever the malady 
is obferved to become more diftreffing,-^— • 
Such fteps may be followed occafionalljr 
( particularly in cafe of cold caught ) with 
two or three " Pectoral Cordial or De- 

S 3 TERGENT 
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BAI.LS** for fb many Mornings 
kk bacccSioaj — ^Maihes at night, with ho- 
ur, or in fad anj of thofe invigorating 
41 titles that tend to enliven the circulation 
mdofucome obAmdions* 
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in a tnmefiiffion of the glands 
and a iiibfeqacnt difbharge from the Nos- 
TMiLSy which in its firft appearance is rather 
periodical than perpetual ; being on fbme 
days exceedingly cc^ious, and on others 
hardly perceptiUe. In this early ftate a 
kind of czagulmm is frequently thrown out 
iRFith fudden exertions of fnarting^ as if it 
was an c5brt of Natt^k to difburthen her- 
£:if from the accumulating load of morbidity. 

\Vliea the fuHecl has been fbme time 
affected, the difchrirgc becomes coaftant ; 
and flx)ner or later, according to the ftatc 
or peculiar conftitution of the objeft, he 
begins to dilplay lympt<Mns of inveteracy, 
by a deprefiion of fpirit, and bodily laffitude, 
indicating as it were a confciouihefs of his 

impending 
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hnpending diflblation. The difcharge thea 
appears vifcid and flimy, iiicliiiing to a tinge 
of yellow, but not yet offenfive ; this is 
gradationally followed by trifling and fuper-*^ 
ficial ftreaks of bloody imperfedly blended 
with, or rather trickling upon the furfacc 
of the matter ; to which fucceeds a kind 
of grey or afli coloured difcharge, that in- 
creafes fb much in the quantity j the varit^ 
gation of colour j and the offenfive effluvia 
from the whole, that it is impoffible (after 
the defcribed progrcfs) for any rational in- 
veftigator to give an erroneous deciiion 
upon the cafe. 

Whatever experiments may have been 
hitherto humanely interpofed with an 
anxious and laudable delire to prevent fb 
many valuable animals from inevitable dc-* 
ftruftion, the moft indefatigable exertions 
of Profeflional individuals have not yet 
been crowned with the moft diji ant prof pe£i 
of SUCCESS. On the contrary, this fcvere 
and inexplicable diforder ftandi^ig confirmed 
an incurable calamity^ horfes are prudently 
doomed to deaths (as the only relief t(^ their 
fufFcrings) fo foon as they are known to 

S 4 have 
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have become the Victims of fo diftrefilii^ 
a Fatalitt ; and this fentemce (howevef 
reludantlv) is pafled with the greateft pru- 
DENCE, when it is recolleded^ that the hh 
feSious property is fb predominaQt, that 
(like the vibrating power of an eledricai 
fliock) it communicates its deftrodtivc 
miafma to every fubjed that comes \yithu^ 
its reach* 



MEDICINES, 

AND 

Their ADULTERATION, 

• Is a fubje(3: of fo much magnitude in its 
deceptive effefts, that a great variety of 
explanatory matter might.be introduced in 
dircft corroboration ; but as it cannot be 
expefted that any expoftulatory admonition 
here J can be happily produdlive of one ge- 
neral reformation in the Professional 
Practice of Adulteration, or the 
equally infamous cuftom of fubftitutiiig 

one 
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one article for another in the preparatiou of 
Medical Prescriptions ; little more caa 
be done by even the beft and moft powerful 
. firdvocates, than to warn the Public' of fuch 
i^ant of integrity ^ and to prevent if poffible 
every individual from contributing to a fup» 
port of ixLchAniquityy by purchafing medi-^ 
cineft not . poiTeifing z fourth part of the 
Genuine article, under which appellation 
they are diurnally ^/^//w^?^ upon the Public in 
the retail trade^ in almoft every part of the 
three kingdoms. 

In direft proof and by way of fpeeimen 
may be held forth the rubbijh eternally dif. 
penfed for Liquorice — Anifeed^^Turmeric-'^ 
Fcenugrec — Diapente — and a long lift of 
et ceteras compounded with ground horfe 
beans-— flour — ^pcas — ^meal, &c. impreg* 
nated with enough of the original (whofa 
name it bears) to give it the neceffary 
effluvia that may fan<Stion the deceit ; but 
which articles, if they were genuine; 
would coft nearly double the fum at the 
fountain head of commerce, for what they 

arq 
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are ssibenied at the counters of the MES- 
csxAXT and the necessitous. 

It is perhaps to be lamented that hu- 
man depravity fhould ftand in need of 
4 compulfive excitement to the praSice 
of honesty; in which perfuafion if wc 
indulge even for a moment, the natural 
fuggeftion prefents itfelf, that \ no one 
J.EGAL INJUNCTION could be more ac- 
CEFTAELE, more SALUTARY, than an act 
to prevent the Ihameful adulteration 
of medicine, from which alone fb much 
tviVaiiiy, fo much lofsy^ and fo much di- 
urnal deception enfues* 

Thus much only by way of holding forth 
a uicful hint to thofe fagacious Solomons, 
who arc in eternal purfuit of bargains^ — 
cbeap ihops and rare medicines; having 
communicated which, it now only remains 
to particularize a concife lift of fuch ufeful 
articles as are evidently neceffary for gen- 
tlemen refiding in remote parts of the 
country, to prevent laying themfelves open 
to the before recited impojitions upon every 

occafion. 
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occafion, or the ncceffity of difpatchitig 
xnefTengers to countky towns or village 
farriers upon every trifling emergency. 

Tincture of Myrrh, — Friars Balsam, 
^^— Extract of Saturn, — ( commonly 
called Goulard,) Camphorated Spirits 
of Wine, — Liquid Laudanum, — Olive 
Oil, — Yellow Digestive, as well as 
Camphorated Spermaceti Ointment, 
— Fomentation Herbs, dried in the fum-. 
mcr and preferved for the winter, — a 
Clyster Pipe, or two, of proper dimen- 
fions, as well as an Ox Bladder or two to 
correfpond, — a few Purging, — Cordial, 
i — • and Diuretic Balls, as well as for 
Gripes or Fret, with fome Lint, — Tow^ 
— and Flannel rollers of different length* 
and breadths; all or any of which will be 
configned to any part of England, by tranf- 
mitthig an order to the Medical Dispek* 
SARY of the Receptacle, 

. That however gentlemen may pofTefs 
the advantage of perfoiially preparing fuch 
articles as are eafy of compoiition, the 

formula 
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formula of thofe are fubjoined, as objc^s of 
convenience, and oonfequentljr worthj 
attention. 



CAMPHORATED SPIRITS. 

Take 

Camphire one ounce and half, cut to 
pieces and diflblve in a pint of Rec- 
tified Spirits of Wine ; which keep 
clofe flopped for ufe. 

YELLOW DIGESTIVE OINTMENT. 

Take 

Bees Wax, one pounds 
Yellow Refin, twelve ounces^ 
Burgundy Pitch, half a pound^ 
Olive Oil, two pints^ 
Lard, half a pound. 
Common Turpentine, fix ounces^ 

Melt the Wax, Refin, and Pitch with 
the Oil gradually, . then take it from 

the 
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the firc> add the turpentine, and ftir 'till 
cold. 



CAMPHORATED SPERMACGETI 

OINTMENT. 

Take 

Spermacoeti, half a pound. 
White Wax, four ounces, 
Sweet Olive Oil, one pint and half. 
And Camphire, one ounce. 

Melt the firft articles over the fire in the 
Oil, which take off and ftir in the Cam- 
phire previoufly powdered, ( with the af- 
iiftance of a few drops of Spirits of Wine) 
in a Metal Mortar. 

In addition to whatever the accurate 
and attentive experience of the Author 
has enabled him moft refpeftfuUy to com- 
municate for the much wifhed for im- 
provement in the long neglefted art of 
FARRIERY, he begs permiflion to fay, that 
the very flattering marks of approbation, 

that 
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that have fo conftantly reached him from the 
mofl diflinguiflied charaders, in dircd co« 
incidence with the prefling perfualions of 
others equally high in the sportixg world 
( upon the unprecedented fuccefs and cir« 
culation of his " Stable Directory") firft 
induced him to render the whole a com- 
plete chain of convenience to the Kingdom 
in general, by the perfonal preparation of 
his mod efficacious prefcriptions; apian 
lb evidently calculated to eradicate the 
foundation of Empirical Imposition and 
Medical Adulteration, it can create 
110 furprize (after a conflantly increafing 
ordeal of feven years ) that their eflabliihed 
reputation fhould have been fo highly 
honoured with the flamp of public 
approbation. 
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INDEX. 



A 

ANIMAL CEconomy, p, 60,' 80. 
Acute Difeafes, 11 3, 
Altoadve Powders, 139. 
Accidents^ Chapter o^ 2x5* 

B 

Hood, the Hate of, p. 14. 

— -, the acrimony of, 59. 

Balls for Strangury, 129* 

^ Mercurial Alterative, 140. 

-, Mild Purging, ibr Worms, 14s* 
-, Strong ditto, ditto, 143. 



•>, for Gripes and Fret, 118. 

-, for obflinate Cough| 249* 
Blows, 202, 217. 
Bliflering, 2zp. 
Bruifes, 216. 
Brokea Wind, 260. 

C 

Craflamentum, p. 17. 

Cracked Heek, 28,* 73, 

Cafe, 30, 44, 93, 97, 99, X32, x6i, 242;. 

Cordial Balls, 42. 

Curious Meeting, 46. 

Cough, Cold, Sec, 25, 146. 

— , Peroral D6co6lion for, x^^f 

.-, Maihes $»*! 2j, X53, 



"*^ ' 
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Caftor, Oil of» p. 159. 
Corns, 182. 
Curbs, 251. 
Canker, 252^ 

Difeafe, progrefs of, p. 8. 

, fymptoms of^ io» 

Defperate Praftice,' 43. 
Dr. James's Powder^ 5V • 
Diuretics, 69. 
Drink for Fret, 124* 
, Purgative, 117. 

£ 

Equefbian Phyfician, p. 7. 
Emetic Tartar, effe<Ets of, 48. 
Eyes, the defedls of, 200. 

F 

Farriers deficiency, caufe o^ p. 2, 
Farriery, profefTors of, 7. 
Fomentation, 65, 208, 214* 
Fret, 113, 120. 
Feet ruined, how, 169* 
Fiftula, 221. 
Fungus, 223. 
Farcy, 255. 

G 

Grooms judgmeQt, p. 27. 

(jreafe, 72. 

Gripes, 113. 

Glyfter for Gripes or Fret, ti6* 

for Strangury, 130. 

for Bots, 144* 

Generofity, 192. ... 

Glaaders,. 262. 
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H 

Horfe Doftor, ftigma upon, p. 4. 

Hidebound, 80. 

Hoofs, difference in, 194, 

J. 

Jaundice, p- 155. 

, Balls for, 157. 

Injection, Detergent, 23 1. 
Incurables, 260. 

t 

Liquid Laudanum, p. 49, 125. 
Lungs, the Difeafes of, 145. 
Liver, the Difeafes of, 155. 
Lamenefs, 241. 
y Tendinous, 244. 



-, Ligamentary, 246, 
-, Shoulder, 247. 



Lampas, 251. 

Lotion, Mercurial, 259. 

M 
Medical Myflery, p. 66. 

Malhes, 79. 

Mange, 80, 85. 

Management of the Feet, 177, 199. 

Mallenders, 254. 

Medicines, remarks upon, 264. 

N 
Nitre, its efFeds, p. 27, 33. 
Nutritive Aliment, 41. 

O 
Ointment, Precipitate Digeftive, 220. 

^ Yellow Digeftive, 268. 

, Camphorated, 269. 

P 

Perfpiration, p. 22. 

Purgatives, 68. 



Purging 
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Purging, nccelTity for, p. 87. 

, inftnitftions for*, 103- 

. Poultices, a22. 
Proud Flefh, 225. 

C2uittor, p. 225. 

R 
Ringbones, p. 254. 

Symptoms of Difeafe, p. lo. 

Strangury, 11, 127. 

Size and Scnun, 17. 

Swelled Legs, 62, 79. 

Scratches, 62* 

Surfeit, 80. 

Shoeing, 165. 

Spermacoeti Oil, 198. 

Stopping for Feet, 199. 

Swellings, 216. 

Saturnine Embrocation, 218, 245. 

Sitfeft, 219. 

Sinus, 223. 

Spavins, ^lilood, 23J. 

, Bone, 235. 

Splents, 236. 

, Solvent for, 238. 

Strangles, 239. 

Stimulative Liniment, 248. 

Sandcracks, 254. 

Sallenders, 254. 

Spirits Camphorated, 268. 

T 
Thrufli, p. 74. 

Turtiours, It 8. 

W 
Worms, p. 134, 

— , Powders for, 139. 

y Purging Balls for, 142. 

Warbles, 219, GENUINE 



G E N tf I N E 

AND UNIVERSALLY APPROVED 

MORSE MEDICINES, 
The a U T H O R's 

PREPARATION, SEAL, and SIGNATURE, 

are sold at 
The receptacle, 

ALSO BY 

G. Kearfley, No. 46, Fleet-Street; 

Peake and Co. No. 27, Hay -Market; 

Vade, No. 46, Cornhill ; 

Pope, Blunt, and Co. Southwark; 

And by no other Perfon in London. 



Adams, Loughbro'. 
Bailey, Calne. 
Billinge and Co. Liverpool. 
Blakeney, Windfor. 
Boult, Eghaiii. 
Briftow, Canterbury. 
Browne, Tolzey, Briftol. 
Burnham, Northampton. 
Byrne, Graft on-flr^et, Dublin. 
Clachjir, Chelmsford. 
Cole, Fakenham. 
Cook, Famham. 
De Lamotte, Weymouth* 
Eaflon^ Salifbury. 
Edwards, Cork. 
Gedge, Bury. 

Goadby and Co. Sherborne. 
Gumm, Guildford. 
Hazard, Bath. 
Higman, St. Auflell* 
Holl, Worcefter. 
Jackfon, Dartmouth. 
Jamefon, Ofweflry. 
Jones, Bifhop's Stortford. 
JLanyon, Loftwithiell. 
Laurance and Trafh, Oxford. 



Liddell, Bodmin. 
Marfhall, Lynn. 
Newbury, Benfon. 
Nicholfon, Wifbeach. 
Norbury, Brentford. 
W. and G. North, Brecknock^ 
Pay n,' SafFron-Walden* 
Phillips, Leicefler, 
Raikes, Gloucefter, 
Rickman, Maidenhead. 
Sandford, Shrewsbury. 
Scott, Edinburgh. 
Simmons, Thame. 
Sketchley, Bumifton. 
Smith, Bedford. 
Stevens, Bicefter. 
Stone, Shepton-Mallet. 
Trewman, Exeter- 
Tymbs, Worcefter. 
Walford, Ware. 
J. & T. Watfon, Cambridge. 
Wetton, Chertfev. 
Whitgreave, Stourbridge. 
Williams arid Co. Swanfea. 
Wright, Wainfleet. 



•.And one Agent in moft Cities and Towns, fo foon as an 
Arrangement of fuch extent can be properly formed. 



HORSE MEDICINES. 



Mild Purging Balls, .--.-«. is. 6d. each* 
Stronger Ditto, -.-- 2s. 

Mild Mercurial Purging Balls, - - - - 2s. 
Stronger Ditto, ---..---"1 
Cordial Rhubarb Purging Balls, - - - >2S. 6d. 
Purging Balls for Worms, - - - - j 
Mild Diuretic Balls for Cracks, Scratches,^ 

Surfeit, Hidebound, or fludluating > 6s. per dozen. 

Humours, -------- y 

Stronger Ditto, for perceptible Foulnefs, 5 

Defeats of the Eyes, Swelled Legs, and > 8s. 

Greafe, ---------^ 

Pe6h)ral Cordial Balls, for recent Colds orl 

Coughs, and to be given after fevere > 8s. 

Chafes and long J ournies, - - - - j 
Perioral Detergent Balls for obftinate Coughs,^ 

or Afthmatic and Thick Winded > 9s. 

Horfes, ---------j 

Fever Balls, - - - is. 6d. each. 

Balls for Loofenefs or Scouring, - - - is. 6d. 
Balls for the Flatulent Cholic, or Fret, - - 2s. 
Ditto for the Inflammatory Cholic or Gripes, 2s. 
DittofortheStrangury,orSuppreffion of Urine, is. 6d. 
Bliftering Ointment for Lamenefs, Spavins, 7 

Splents, or Curbs, ^ 3s. per pot. 

Embrocation for Lamenefs or Strains, - - 2s. 6d. per bottle. 
Alterative Powders, for Cracks, Scratches, 7 a j 

Surfeit, Hidebound, Mange, or Greafe, $ ^^^ "' 

*^.* Mr. T A p L I N begs to add his moft grateful acknow- 
ledgements to the many eminent charafters, from whom he has 
received permiflion of reference for the efficacy of his Medicines ; 
and that every plan may be adopted to render the arrangement 
more acceptable, he wiihes it to be liniverfally known, that 
gentlemen redding in remote parts of the country, who are de- 
firous of keeping a fmall aflbrtment of Medicines for unexpet^ed 
emergencies, may always poflefs the privilege of exchanging 
them for new preparations, at any feafon of^ the Year, provided 
tbe Charafteriflic Seal has not been broken. 
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